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LETTER 


FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 

TRANSMITTING 

The  information  required  by  a resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  28 th  ultimo , respecting  the  disposition  of  Negroes  and 
other  Property  captured  from  hostile  Indians  during  the  present  war 
hi  Florida , <$*c. 

• Fehruary  27,  1339. 

Read,  and  laid  upor*  the  taNc. 


War  Department,  February  26,  1839. 

Sir  : I have  llie  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  reports  of  the  Commanding 
General  of  the  army  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  which,  to- 
gether with  document  No.  78,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2d  ses- 
sion 25th  Congress,  contain  the  information,  sc  far  as  it  is  in  the  power 
of  this  Department  to  furnish  it,  called  for  by  a resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  28th  ultimo,  “ respecting  the  disposition  made 
of  negro  and  other  property  captured  from  the  hostile  Indians  during  the 
present  war  in  Florida,”  &c. ; “ the  names  of  persons  impressed  into  the 
military  service  in  that  Territory,  or  employed  as  guides,  interpreters,  or 
pack-horsemen,”  &c ; and  requiring  copies  of  correspondence  between  the 
Department  and  the  officers  in  command  of  the  forces  in  Florida,  or  cit- 
zens  of  that  Territory,  “ on  the  subject  of  negro  or  other  property  lost  by 
them  in  the  war,  and  especially  such  as  relates  to  property  recaptured 
from  the  hostile  Indians.” 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

/ J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  Jas.  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Headquarters  ok  the  Army, 

Washington > February  13,  1839. 

Sir  : 111  compliance  with  your  directions,  I herewith  transmit  a report 
from  the  Adjutant  General,  furnishing  the  information  called  for  by  the  first 
Thoma*  Allen,  priaU 
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paragraph  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  2Stii 
January,  “ respecting  the  disposition  which  has  been  made  of  such  ne- 
gro and  oilier  property  as  has  been  captured  from  the  hostile  Indians  in 
the  course  of  the  present  war  in  Florida 

And  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  vour  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 

A Injur  General. 

1 Ion.  J.  K.  lJOIN>ET  : . 

Secretary  j liar. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 


li'ushingto.i,  February  18,  1839. 

Sir  : In  answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  ot 
Representatives  of  the  2Sth  of  January,  1839,  “respecting  the  disposition 
which  has  been  made  of  such  negro  and  other  property  as  lias  been  cap- 
tured from  the  hostile  Indians  in  the  course  of  the  present  war  in  Flor 
ida,”  &c.,  I respectfully  submit,  herewith,  copies  and  extracts  of  certain 
orders  and  correspondence  which  have  b-  en  received  from  the  command- 
ing general  in  Florida,  to  wit:  Copies  of  orders  numbered  from  1 to  13, 
inclusive,  (marked  A;)  copies  of  letters  numbered  from  1 to  62,  inclusive, 
(marked  B;)  also,  copies  of  letters  relative  to  the  delivery  of  certain  ne- 
gro prisoners  to  Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  the  recognised  agent  of  the  Creek 
warriors,  numbered  from  1 to  4,  inclusive,  (marked  C:)  also,  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Major  General  Gaines,  of  the  18th  of  May,  1838,  with  a copy 
of  the  judgment  of  the  court  at  New  Orleans,  and  of  his  objections  there- 
to, relative  to  the  claim  therein  mentioned  to  67  “ black  prisoners  of  war,” 
brought  frem  East  Florida  with  the  Seminole  prisoners  of  war.  (marked 
D.)  “ 

This  office  can  furnish  no  information  in  relation  to  the  second  and 
third  paragraphs  of  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted : 

R.  JONES, 


Major  General  A.  Macomb.- 

Commanding  in  chief,  Washington. 


Adjutant  General . 


A No.  1. 

Orders,  No.  79.  Tampa  Bay,  April  5,  1S37. 

1.  The  commanding  general  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  interference 
of  unprincipled  white  men  with  the  negro  property  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, if  not  immediately  checked,  will  prevent  their  emigration,  and  lead 
to  a renewal  of  the  war.  Responsible  as  he  is  for  the  peace  and  security 
of  the  country,  he  will  not  permit  such  interference,  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever ; and  he  therefore  orders  that  no  white  man,  not  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  be  allowed  to  enter  any  part  of  the  territory 
between  the  St.  John's  river  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  south  of  Fort 
Diane. 

2.  The’ inspector  general  will  cause  all  merchant  or  transport  vessels 
arriving  in  this  harbor  to  be  immediately  examined,  and  the  names  of  all 
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individuals  on  board  to  be  .registered.  No  one  will  be  allowed  to  come 
on  r’ore,  except  for  the  transacting  of  public  business.  Vessels  from 
whence  any  individual  shall  be  landed  contrary  to  this  order,  or  on  board 
of  which  spirituous  liquors  may  be  found,  will  be  immediately  sent  off, 
and  shall  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  employed  in  the  public  service. 

3.  All  negroes  now  at  this  place,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  sent  to  St.  Mark’s  ; the  inspector  general  will  furnish 
lieutenant  Vinton  a list  of  them,  with  their  owners’  names  ; Lieutenant 
Vinton  will  give  notice  to  their  owners  to  take  charge  of  them  imme- 
diately. 

Bv  order  of  Major  General  Jesup : 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

Lieut.,  A.  D.  C .,  and  A.  A.  General. 

A No.  2. 

[KxV  ct.] 

• Hf '• ' < t’akt.;ks,  Akmy  of  the  South, 

Adjutant  Ge  end's  Gjjlee  Tampa  Bay,  June  2,  1S37 
Orders,  No.  ii6. 

1.  The  negro  prisoners  in  the  pickets  win  be  sent  immediately  i New 
Orleans.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Miller  will  furnish  a guard  of  a subaltern, 
two  non-commissioned  officers,  and  ten  privates.  The  officer,  on  his  arrival 
at  New  Orleans,  will  deliver  the  negroes  to  the  assistant  qua;  ternraster, 
who  will  have  the  men  secured,  and  the  women  and  children  comfortably 
quartered;  the  greater  part  of  them,  having  been  captured  by  the  friend 
ly  Creek  Indians,  are  their  properly. 

2.  The  Indian  prisoners  will  also  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  with  the  ne- 
groes. 

Bv  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

T.  B.  L1NNAR1), 

Ji.  J).  C.,  and  A.  A.  General. 

A No.  3. 

[Extract.] 

Headquarters.  Army  of  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  124.  Tampa  Buy , June  12,  1837. 

1.  Tho  sick  of  the  spy  and  1st  battalion  of  the  Creek  regiment  of  vol- 
unteers, with  a portion  of  the  warriors  fit  for  duty,  amounting,  together, 
to  about  one-half  of  the  force,  will  be  taken  by  Captain  Page  to  Mobile 
Point,  where  they  will  be  accommodated  in  the  most  comfortable  manner 
possible.  The  sick  of  the  2d  battalion  will  be  collected  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, and  be  sent  to  Arkansas,  with  a sufficient  number  of  men  to  attend 
them.  The  chiefs  of  the  1st  and  spy  battalions,  Tustenuggee,  Emarthla, 
Cochus  Micco,  Tustenuck-Harjo,  &c.,  are  permitted  to  accompany  their 
people.  All  Indians  who  leave  under  the  foregoing  order  will  turn  over 
their  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.,  to  the  ordnance  officer  at  this  depot. 

2.  The  steamer  Merchant  will  be  employed  in  transporting  the  Indians 
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to  Mobile  Point;  she  will  then  be  taken  by  Major  Clark  to  New  Orleans, 
where  she  will  be  discharged. 

3.  Major  Clark  will  take  charge  of  such  of  the  Seminole  negroes  now 
here  as  shall  be  designated  to  him ; he  will  take  them  to  New  Orleans, 
unite  them  with  the  Seminoles  and  Indian  negroes  there,  and  cause  them 
to  be  secured  at  Fort  Pike.  The  marine  guard,  in  charge  of  those  now 
in  New  Orleans,  will  accompany  the  prisoners  to  Fort  Pike,  and  remain 
there  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

Lieut.,  A.  D.  C .,  and  A.  A.  General. 

» A No.  -4. 

[Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  160.  Fort  Heileman , August  3,  1837. 

2.  All  Indian  property  captured  from  this  date,  will  belong  to  the  corps 
or  detachment  making  the  capture. 

The  property  captured  will  be  divided  into  shares,  corresponding  with 
the  several  classes  making  the  capture ; held  officers  will  have  three 
shares;  company  officers  two  shares;  and  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  one  share  each;  and  the  families  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
may  fall  in  action  at  the  time  the  capture  is  made  will  be  entitled  to  dou- 
ble their  allowance,  respectively. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

T.  B.  LINNARD, 

A.  D.  C\,  and  A.  A.  General. 


A No.  5. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  173.  Tampa  Bay , September  6,  1837. 

1.  The  Seminole  negroes  captured  by  the  army  will  be  taken  on  ac- 
count of  the  Government,  and  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

2.  The  sum  of  eight  thousand  dollars  will  be  paid  to  the  Creek  chiefs 
and  warriors  by  whom  they  were  captured,  or  who  were  present  at  their 
capture,  in  full  for  their  claim  to  them.  The  amount  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  battalions  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  respectively  taken  by 
each,  viz : to  the  1st  battalion,  five  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars ; to 
the  2d  battalion,  two  thousand  dollars ; and  to  the  spy  battalion,  three 
hundred  dollars. 

3.  To  induce  the  Creek  Indians  to  take  alive,  and  not  destroy  the  ne- 
groes of  citizens  who  had  been  captured  by  the  Seminoles,  a reward  was 
promised  them  for  all  they  should  secure ; they  captured  and  secured 
thirty-five,  who  have  been  returned  to  their  owners ; the  owners  have 
paid  nothing,  but  the  promise  to  the  Indians  must  be  fulfilled.  The  sum 
of  twenty  dollars  will  be  allowed  to  them  for  each,  from  the  public  funds. 

4.  Lieutenant  Frederick  Searle  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
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order.  He  will  cause  the  accounts  to  be  made  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  and  receipts  to  be  taken  from  the  Indians  in  full  lor  all  claims  to 
the  negroes,  both  of  the  Seminoles  and  citizens.  Lieutenant  Searle  will 
call  on  the  commanding  general  for  funds  to  enable  him  to  comply  with 
this  order. 

5.  Until  further  orders,  the  Seminole  negroes  will  remain  at  Fort  Pike, 
Louisiana,  in  charge  of  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  and 
in  the  custody  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post.  Taey  will  be  fed 
and  clothed  at  the  public  expense. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

T.  B.  LINNARD, 

A.  D.  G\,  and  •*?.  Ji  General. 


A No.  G. 

{Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  14.  St.  Jlugusline , November  8,  1S37. 

1.  The  following-named  persons,  Indians  and  slaves,  will  be  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  as  guides  and  interpreters  to  this  army : 
Ormond,  a slave,  Titus,  do.,  Ben  Reese,  do.,  George  Perkins,  do.,  George, 
do.,  (the  property  of  Col.  Hanson,)  and  Blue  Snake,  and  Tomoka  John, 
Indians. 

The  public  will  be  responsible  for  any  injury  which  the  slaves  may 
sustain  while  on  the  campaign ; and  the  period  of  service  both  of  Indians 
ar.d  slaves  will  be  estimated  from  the  day  on  which  they  were  first  em- 
ployed by  competent  authority. 

2.  George  (Hanson’s)  will,  for  the  present,  be  attached  to  headquar- 
ters, and  accompany  the  major  general  commanding. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

Ji.  T).  C.y  and  Jl.  Jl.  General. 

A No.  7. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  So^th, 

Orders,  No.  G2.  Fort  Jupiter , {Florida,)  February  25,  1838. 

Second  Lieutenant -W.  G.  Freeman,  of  the  4th  artillery,  is  hereby  as- 
signed to  the  immediate  charge  and  superintendence  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians and  negroes  now  assembling,  or  which  may  hereafter  assemble,  in 
the  vicinity  of  this  post  He  will  forthwith  cause  them  to  be  enrolled, 
and  will  take  such  other  measures  in  relation  to  them  as  the  commanding 
general  may  direct. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

' Jl.  D.  0.,  and  Ji.  A.  General. 


. 
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A No.  S. 

Headqu arteks,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  G3.  Fort  Jupiter,  {Florida,)  February  27,  1S3S. 

The  Seminole  negroes  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  early  to-morrow 
for  Tampa,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Captain  Barker,  1st  infantry. 
Brigadier  General  Eustis  will  direct  an  escort  of  a company  of  dragoons 
to  accompany  them  to  Fort  Van  Swearingen  ; thence  to  Tampa  the  escort 
will  he  furnished  from  Colonel  Taylor’s  command.  General  Eustis  will 
cause  the  necessary  transportation  to  he  furnished  to  Fort  Van  Swear- 
ingen, and  subsistence  to  Fort  Bassinger,  on  the  requisition  of  Lieutenant 
Freeman,  acting  superintendent  of  the  Seminoles.  The  wagons  and 
escort  furnished  from  General  Eustis’s  command  will  return  from  Fort 
Van  Swearingen. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

. J).  (\,  and  . A ,7.  General 

A No.  !*. 


[Extract.  ] 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  77.  Fort  Jupiter,  {Florida,)  March  21,  1S3S. 

2.  The  Seminole  negroes,  with  Micanopa’s  and  Cloud’s  families,  and 
Toskegee  and  his  family,  will  be  taken  immediately  to  Tampa  Bay.  The 
remainder  of  the  Indians  will  be  sent  to  Fort  Pierce,  whence  they  will  be 
sent  to  St.  Augustine  as  soon  as  practicable.  Colonel  Twiggs  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  this  order. 

Bv  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

,7.  I).  C.,und% 7.  t'7.  General. 

A No.  10. 

[Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  78.  Fort  Jupiter,  {Florida,)  March  22,  1838. 

2.  An  escort,  to  lie  composed  of  mounted  men  and  footmen,  (the  num- 
ber to  be  designated  by  Colonel  Twiggs,)  will  conduct  the  Indians  and 
negroes,  ordered  to  Tampa  Bay,  to  Fort  Van  Swearingen,  whence  they 
will  be  conducted  to  Tampa  Bay  by  an  escort  furnished  from  Colonel 
Taylor’s  command. 

Bv  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

* I).  C.,  and  J7.  General. 
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A No.  11. 

‘Extract.  1 

'Headquarters,  Ar.mv  of  thi;  South. 

Orders,  No.  SS.  For!  Jupiter,  ( Florida ,)  . Ipril  0,  1838. 

2.  Colonel  Twiggs  will  despatch  Captain  Washington’s  company  (B) 
of  the  4th  artillery,  and  Captain  Tompkin’s  company  (G)  of  dragoons,  to 
Tampa  Bay.  He  will  send  to  Tampa,  under  the  charge  of  Captain 
Washington,  all  the  Seminole  negroes  who  have  surrendered  at  this  place. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS../.  D.  C.,  and  ,1.  ./.  General 

A No.  12. 

[ Extract.  1 

Headquarters,  Ar.mv  or  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  13.  Tampa , June  5,  1S88. 

1.  The  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  now  at  this  post  will  be  em- 
barked forthwith  on  board  the  transports  Tomachuclm  and  Columbia} 
under  the  direction  of  Captains  Abcrcombie  and  P.  Morrison,  and  proceed 
to  New  Orleans.  Captain  Abercrombie  will  detail  from  his  company 
twelve  men  to  accompany  him,  who,  with  the  detachment  of  the  4th  in- 
fantry, will  constitute  a guard,  and  be  distributed  between  the  two  ves- 
sels. 

2.  Major  Clark,  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  will  furnish  transporta- 
tion, and  forward  the  Indians  and  negroes,  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
to  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and,  if  practicable,  without 
landing. 

Bv  order  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor: 

GEO.  H.  GRIFFIN, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 

A No.  13. 


[Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Armv  of  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  74.  Fort  Brooke , November  27,  1838. 

5.  Captain  P.  Morrison,  emigrating  and  disbursing  agent  for  the  Semt- 
noles,  upon  the  return  of  Captain  Abercrombie  from  the  Caloos-ahatchee, 
will  take  charge  of  all  the  Indians  and  Indian  negroes  who  may  be  at  this 
place,  and  transport  them  to  their  new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cepting only  those  who  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  and  their 
immediate  families,  and  such  as  may  be  designated  by  Captains  Aber- 
crombie and  Casey. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor  : 

GEO.  JI.  GRIFFIN,  Capl.  and  %fl.  %-l.  General 

The  foregoing  series  of ‘•orders,’’  numbered  from  1 to  13,  inclusive, 
are  true  copies.  R.  JONES,  Jldjl,  General. 

Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

February  18,  1839. 


■ 
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B No.  1. 

[Extract.  ] 

Headquarters,  kc., 

Fort  JJade,  March  19,  1637. 

Sir:  Tlie  general  further  directs  that  you  will  not  let  the  friendly  In- 
dians under  your  command  move  at  all  into  the  country  where  they  are 
any  way  likely  to  come  in  contact  with  the  late  hostiles.  If  they  are  dis- 
posed to  hunt,  they  must  confine  themselves  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  post,  and  are  to  be  strictly  prohibited  from  making  any  further  cap- 
tures of  property.  Should  you  have  made  any  captures  of  property  since 
the  reoccupation  of  Fort  Mellon,  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  an  accurate 
account  taken  of  it,  in  order  that  the  Seminoles  may  be  paid  for  it  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation.  Accompanying  you  have  a copy 
of  the  “articles  of  capitulation.” 

I am,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  IIarney,  2d  dragoons, 

Commanding  troops , 

Fort  Mellon , St.  John's  riirr,  Florida. 

B No.  2. 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Dade , March  21,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  this  date  was  received  an  hour  since.  I am  instruct- 
ed by  the  commanding  general  to  say  that  “ Colonel  Dill,”  the  person 
whom  you  report  having  detained  at  Fort  Armstrong,  must  not  be  per- 
mitted to  pass,  but  be  required  to  return  from  whence  he  came,  with  all 
convenient  despatch.  Hereafter,  no  person,  not  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government,  or  express-rider,  must  be  allowed  to  pass  your  post. 

The  necessity  of  this  order,  and  the  strict  enforcement  of  it.  arise 
from  the  certainty  that,  if  persons  come  forward  at  ‘his  time  to  urge -their 
claims  to  negroes,  it  will  evidently  have  the  effect  to  prevent  the  negroes 
from  coming  in;  and  if  they  do  not  come  in,  the  commanding  general  is  de- 
cidedly of  the  opinion  that  the  Indians  themselves  will  be  greatly  de- 
layed, if  not  entirely  prevented,  from  a compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation.  The  order,  therefore,  results  from  a full  conviction  that  it  is 
necessary  for  the  general  good.  You  will  be  pleased  to  express  these 
, views  to  Colonel  Dill,  and  auy  others  on  the  same  business  that  may  pre- 
sent themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Major  Thomas  Childs,  3d  artillery , 

Commanding  Fori  Armstrong,  Florida. 
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[Extract.] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Dade,  March  27,  1837. 

Colonel:  I have  also  been  informed  that  Mr.  Cooley’s  business  at 
Tampa  Bay  is  to  look  after  negroes.  If  that  be  so,  he  must  be  sent  away ; 
a trifling  circumstance  would  light  up  the  war  again.  Any  interference 
with  the  negroes,  which  would  produce  alarm  on  their  part,  would  inevi- 
tably deprive  us  of  all  the  advantages  we  have  gained.  I sympathize 
with  Mr.  Cooley  in  his  afflictions  and  losses,  but,  responsible  as  I am  for 
the  peace  of  the  country,  I cannot,  and  will  not,  permit  that  peace  to  be 
jeopardized  by  his  imprudence. 

I am,  colonel,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  Miller,  U.  S.  Marines , 

Commanding  troops  near  Tampa  Bay , Florida. 

B No.  4. 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Dade , March  27,  1837. 

Colonel:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  yesterday. 

Instructions  will  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  subsistence  department  to 
issue  single  rations  of  sugar  and  coffee  to  the  Seminoles  as  they  come  in. 

The  prisoners,  I am  directed-  to  say,  cannot  be  turned  over  until  the 
Indians  shall  have  assembled,  been  enrolled,  and  ready  for  emigration. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Colonel  Samuel  Miller,  ^ 

Commanding  troops , Tampa  Bay , Florida , 

B No.  5. 

[Extract] 

Headquarters, 

Fort  Dade , March  29,  1837.  • 

Colonel:  There  is  no  dispor  n on  the  part  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Indians  to  renew  hostilities;  am_  iey  will,  I am  sure,  faithfully  fulfil  their 
engagements  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  be  prudent ; but  any  at- 
tempt to  seize  their  negroes  or  other  property  would  be  followed  by  an 
instant  resort  to  arms.  I have  some  hopes  of  inducing  both  the  Indians 
and  Indian  negroes  to  unite  in  bringing  in  the  negroes  taken  from  the 
citizens  during  the  war. 

I am,  colonel,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Colonel  John  Warren, 

Comg.  Florida  militia  and  volunteers , Jacksonville , Florida 
2 
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B No.  G. 

I Extrt»r». ) 

Tampa  Bay,  April  8,  1S37. 

Colonel:  I have  made  an  arrangement  with  the  chiefs  to-day,  to  sur- 
render tfye  negroes  of  white  men,  particularly  those  taken  during  the  war. 
They  will  be  delivered  to  you.  I will  thank  you  to  receive  them,  and 
cause  a list  to  be  taken  of  them,  and  send  them  down  by  the  steamboat 
and  barge,  under  a suitable  guard,  to  St.  Augustine,  to  be  delivered  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Brown,  (Captain  H.  Brown  of  the  artillery,)  who  will 
be  instructed  in  relation  to  them.  You  will  furnish  them  with  necessary 
subsistence.  You  are  also  authorized  to  furnish  a few  days  rations  to  the 
Indians  who  may  visit  you  on  business. 

With  the  most  perfect  reliance  on  you,  colonel.  I am  most  truly  yours, 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  S.  Harney, 

Commanding  Fort  Mellon,  Lake  Monroe , Florida. 


H No.  7. 


Tampa  Bay,  April  17,  1S37. 

Sir:  1 am  instructed  by  Major  General  Jesup,  commanding  “army  of 
the  South,”  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  to-day,  of  your  letter  of  the  7th 
instant ; and  to  inform  you  that  the  negro  prisoners  captured  from  Indians, 
and  supposed  to  belong  to  white  people,  were  sent  from  this  place  on  the 
11th  instant,  to  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Vinton,  at  St.  Mark’s,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  returned  to  their  owners.  But  I do  not  find  in  the  list  of  names 
those  you  mention  in  your  letter. 

The  Indians  have  agreed  to  send  all  the  slaves  they  have  taken  from 
white  people  during  the  war  to  Fort  Mellon  and  Volusia,  and  runners 
are  now  employed  in  the  interior  on  that  service. 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

‘ S.  CHURCHILL. 


Mr.  John  Mizelle, 

Jacksonville . Florida . 


B No.  8. 


Tampa  Bay,  April  17,  1S37. 

Sir:  I am  instructed  by  Major  General  Jesup, commanding  army  of  the 
South,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with  enclosuie,  of  the 
13th  instant;  and  to  inform  you  that  the  negro  prisoners  captured  from 
the  Indians,  and  supposed  to  belong  to  white  people,  were  sent  from  this 
place  on  the  11th  instant',  to  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Vinton,  at  St.  Mark’s,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  returned  to  their  owners;  and  among  them  there 
appear  to  be  seven  of  yours,  viz:  Charles,  Hercules,  Sabina,  William, 
Bella,  Margaret,  and  Nancy. 

The  Indians  have  agreed  to  send  all  the  slaves  taken  from  white  peo- 
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pie  during  the  war  to  Fort  Mellon  and  Volusia,  and  runners  are  now 
employed  in  the  interior  on  that  service. 

With  ereat  respect,  &c. 

S CHURCHILL. 

Mr.  William  De  Peyster, 

St.  Augustine,  East  Florida. 


B No.  9. 


Tampa  Bay,  April  17,  1837. 

Sir:  lam  instructed  by  Major  General  Jesup, commanding  army  of  the 
South,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  this  day,  of  your  letter,  directed  to  him, 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  negro  prisoners  captured 
from  the  Indians,  and  supposed  to  have  been  owned  by  white  people,  were 
sent  from  this  place,  on  the  1 1th  instant,  to  Lieutenant  D.  H.  Vinton,  at  St 
Mark’s, for  the  purpose  of  being  returned  to  their  owners;  and  among 
them  were  six  of  yours,  viz : Ben,  Peggy,  Sandy,  Mary,  Delpha,  and  Tom. 

The  Indians  have  agreed  to  send  all  the  slaves  taken  from  white  people 
during  the  war  to  Fort  Mellon  and  Volusia,  and  runners  are  now  em- 
ployed in  the  interior  on  that  service. 

With  great  respect,  &.c. 

S.  CHURCHILL. 

A.  Forrester,  Esq. 

St.  Mark's,  Florida. 


B No.  10. 

[Extract.] 

Tampa  Bay,  April  18,  1837. 

My  dear  Sir:  If  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  be  prudent,  the  war  may 
be  considered  at  an  end;  but  any  attempt  to  interfere*  with  Indian  ne- 
groes, or  to  arrest  any  of  the  chiefs  or  warriors,  either  as  criminals  or 
debtors,  would  cause  an  immediate  resort  to  hostilities.  The  negroes 
control  their  masters,  and  they  have  heard  of  the  act  of  your  Legislative 
Council:  thirty  or  more  of  the  Indian  negro  men  were  at  and  near  my 
camp  on  the  Withlacoochie  late  in  March:  but  the  arrival  of  two  or  three 
citizens  of  Florida  said  to  be  in  search  of  negroes  caused  them  to  disperse, 
and  I doubt  whether  they  will  come  in  again:  at  all  events,  the  emigra- 
tion will  be  delayed  a month,  I apprehend,  in  consequence  of  the  alarm 
of  the  negroes. 

Most  truly  yours, 

^ THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

His  Excellency  R.  K.  Call, 

Governor  of  Florida , Tallahassee . 
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B No.  11. 

[Extract.] 


Tampa  Bay,  April  21,  1837. 

Colonel  : Have  the  Indians  surrendered  any  negroes  ? If  so,  how 
many,  and  to  whom  do  they  belong  ? Let  them  be  sent,  as  fast  as  they 
are  surrendered,  to  St.  Augustine;  or,  if  more  convenient,  to  Black  creek. 

Most  respectfully,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 


Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Harney, 

2d  regiment  United  States  dragoons , 

commanding  Fort  Mellon , Lake  Monroe , Florida. 


B No.  12. 

[Extract*.] 

Tampa  Bay,  April  26,  1837. 

Colonel:  I have  made  arrangements  for  the  delivery  of  the  negroes 
captured  during  the  war  by  the  Indians.  They  are  to  be  delivered,  if 
they  can  be  taken  without  delaying  the  Indians  in  their  movements,  at  the 
posts  on  the  St.  John’s. 

The  Indians  are  not  bound  to  surrender  runaway  negroes.  Before 
they  ceded  the  country,  they  were  bound  to  do  so,  but  it  is  not  now  their 
business.  They  must  and  shall  give  up  those  taken  during  the  war;  or, 
at  all  events,  they  shall  not  take  them  out  of  the  country  ; further  I shall 
not  require  them  to  interfere.  As  to  their  own  property,  it  shall  be  pro- 
tected. Our  Government  has  treated  with  them  as  an  independent  peo- 
ple, (whether  properly  so,  is  not  for  me  to  say,)  and  I am  bound  to  recog- 
nise and  treat  them  as  an  independent  people. 

I am.  colonel,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  Brown, 

United  States  army , St.  Augustine. 


B No.  13. 

[Extracts.] 

Tampa  Bay,  April  27,  1837. 

Sir  : I received,  yesterday,  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  with  a list  of 
the  slaves  which  you  claim.  Ansel  is  the  only  one  of  the  three  who'  has 
been  taken.  I have  him  employed  at  one  of  the  interior  posts  as  an  in- 
terpreter. 

The  negroes  have  generally  taken  the  alarm,  and  but  few  of  them  come 
in,  and  those  who  remain  out  prevent  the  Indians  from  coming.  But  for 
the  premature  attempt  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Florida  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  their  slaves,  the  majority  of  those  taken  by  the  Indians  during 
the  war,  as  well  at  those  who  had  absconded  previous  to  it,  would  have 
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been  secured  before  tjiis  time.  More  than  thirty  of  the  Indian  negro  men 
were  in  and  near  my  camp,  when  some  of  the  citizens  who  had  lest  ne- 
groes came  to  demand  them.  The  Indian  negroes  immediately  disap- 
peared, and  have  not  since  been  heard  of. 

I shall  require  the  chiefs,  before  they  depart,  to  surrender  all  negroes 
taken  during  the  war.  Those  who  absconded  previous  to  the  war  shall 
not  leave  the  country,  though  I have  no  right  to  require  the  Indians  to 
surrender  them. 

J am,  sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESIJP. 

The  Hon.  J.  L.  Smith, 

St.  Augustine,  Florida. 


B No.  14 


Tampa  Bay,  April  30,  1837 

Sib  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th,  on  the  subject  of  the  ne- 
groes which  you  claim  as  now  among  the  Indians.  Several  said  to  be- 
long to  you  were  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  have  been  sent  to  St. 
Mark’s.  Ansel  is  claimed  by  Judge  Smith.  I have  retained  him  as  an 
interpreter. 

Your  letter,  with  the  list  of  slaves,  will  be  handed  to  Major  William 
M.  Graham,  the  agent  of  the  Seminoles,  who  will  see  that  the  Indians  be 
protected  in  their  property,  at  the  same  time  that  they  shall  not  take  off 
that  of  the  citizens  of  Florida. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Col.  Gad  Humphreys, 

St.  Mark’s,  Florida. 

B No.  15. 

[Extract.] 

Tampa  Bay,  May  1,  1837. 

Major  : You  will  consider  order  No.  79  so  modified  that  citizens  will 
be  permitted  to  proceed  south  as  far  as  the  Withlacoochie  and  the  Volusia 
road,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  their  cattle  and  horses ; and  all  who 
have  farms  south  of  Fort  Drane  will  be  allowed  to  visit  them,  or  occupy 
them,  and  you  will  afford  them  every  protection  in  your  power. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Major  W.  L.  McClintock, 

Commanding  Fort  Drane,  Florida. 

B No.  16. 

Tampa  Bay,  May  2,  1837. 

General:  You  will  consider  order  No.  79  so  far  modified  that  citizens 
vrill  be  permitted  to  visit  any  of  the  posts  on  the  St.  John’s,  and  to  traverse 
or  remain  in  any  part  of  the  country  north  of  the  Withlacoochie.  There  are 
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large  herds  of  cattle  in  that  part  of  the  country,  which,  no  doubt,  belong 
to  the  citizens ; and  by  allowing  them  to  go  into  the  country,  they  may 
secure,  perhaps,  a large  portion -of  them.  As  it  has  been  represented  to 
me  that  many  persons  are  desirous  of  going  to  Fort  Mellon  for  the  pur- 
posse  of  purchasing  cattle,  all  who  desire  to  go  for  that  purpose  may  be 
allowed  to  go,  and  military  protection  will,  as  far  as  possible,  be  afforded 
them  in  driving  the  cattle  they  may  purchase  to  St.  Augustine. 

The  inhabitants  should  be  induced,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  return  to 
their  farms ; and  the  most  active  and  efficient  protection  be  afforded  them. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

- Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Armistead. 

Commanding,  Sfc.  Fort  Drone , Florida. 


B No.  17. 


Fort  Brooke,  May  4,  1837. 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  the  9th  April,  on  the  subject  of  negroes  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Seminoles,  and  said  to  be  the  property  of  Mary  Hamny,  has 
been  received;  and  I am  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  the  papers  have  been  turned  over  to  Major  William 
Graham,  acting  agent  for  the  Seminoles. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

T.  B.  LINNARD. 

Archibald  Clark,  Esq., 

.57.  Mary’s,  Georgia. 


B No.  IS. 


Fort  Brooke,  May  4,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  negroes  claimed  by 
Philip  Solans,  and  said  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Seminoles,  has  been 
received;  and  I am  directed  by  the  major  general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  the  papers 'have  been  turned  over  to  Major  William  Graham, 
acting  agent  for  the  Seminoles. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 


T.  B.  LINNARD. 


E.  B.  Gould,  Esq., 

St.  Augustine,  Florida. 


B No.  19. 


Tampa  Bay,  May  4,  1837. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  T7ih  ultimo,  and,  in  reply,  I 
beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  Government  ol  the  United  States  has  treat- 
ed with  the  Seminole  Indians  as  an  independent  people;  whether  proper 
ly  or  not,  is  for  others,  not  for  me  to  decide. 

The  Government,  in  its  treaties,  has  always  exercised  the  sovereign 
right  of  stipulating  for  a gross  sum  for  all  spoliations  committed  by  the 
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people  with  whom  it  has  treated.  In  the  treaty  at  Payne’s  Landing  thai 
right  was  exercised,  and  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  agreed  to  be 
paid  for  the  spoliations  theretofore  made  by  the  Seminoles.  The  property, 
therefore,  which  they  had  plundered  or  stolen  previous  to  that  treaty,  be- 
came theirs  by  the  act  of  the  Government;  and  the  claimants  are  entitled, 
pro  rata , to  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid,  and  nothing  more.  I do  not 
pretend,  for  a moment,  to  urge  that  that  sum  would  be  a just  compensa- 
tion for  the  losses  sustained;  but  I do  maintain  that,  according  to  the 
known  and  established  principles  of  public  law,  the  claimants  must  have 
recourse  to  the  Government,  and  not  to  the  Indians. 

The  claims  which  you  make  to  negroes  taken  by  Indians  previous  to 
the  treaty  at  Payne’s  Landing  will  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War ; 
and 

I am,  sir,  &c. 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

E.  B.  Gould,  Esq., 

Attorney  for  the  heirs  of  J.  Dupont , deceased, 

St.  Augustine,  Florida 


B No.  20. 


[Extract.] 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Tampa  Bay,  May  21,  1837. 

General  : I have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th.  The  Indians  should 
have  delivered  the  negroes  which  they  had  captured;  but,  as  I informed 
you  yesterday,  I did  not  wish  them  to  delay  for  the  purpose  of  hunting 
those  who  had  not  surrendered.  The  arrangements  which  you  made 
with  Coiharjo  are,  however,  sanctioned. 

I am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Armistead, 

Commanding  Eastern  and  Northern  districts, 

now  at  Volusia , Florida . 

B No.  21. 

- Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Tampa  Bay , May  22,  1837. 

Sir:  I am  commanded  by  Major  General  Jesup  to  request  you  to  cause 
the  negro  man  Alexander,  who  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Caul- 
field, to  be  forwarded  to  General  Hernandez,  at  St.  Augustine,  either  di- 
rect, or  by  the  way  of  Black  creek,  as  may  be  most  convenient.  You  will, 
likewise,  be  pleased  to  send  forward  the  horses  which  the  colonel  will 
turn  over  at  your  post,  to  the  quartermaster  at  Black  creek. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  CHURCHILL. 

To  Major  S.  Whiting,  4th  Artillery , 

Commanding  Fort  Micanopy , Florida . 
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B No.  25. 

[Extract.  ] 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 


Tampa  Bay , May  25,  1837. 

Colonel  : ‘If  you  should  see  Powell  again,  I wish  you  to  tell  him  that 
intend  to  send  exploring  and  surveying  parties  into  every  part  of  the 
country  during  the  summer;  and  that  I shall  send  out  and  take  all  the  ne 
groes  who  belong  to  white  people,  and  he  must  not  allow  the  Indians  oi 
Indian  negroes  to  mix  with  them.  Tell  him  I am  sending  to  Cuba  for  blood 
hounds  to  trail  them,  and  I intend  to  hang  every  one  of  them  who  doei 
not  come  in. 

Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

TH.  S.  JESUP 


Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Harney, 

Commanding  Fort  Mellon , Lake  Monroe , Florida. 


B No.  23. 

[Extract.] 


Tampa  Bay,  May  28,  1837. 

Colonel  : .Let  me  hear  from  you  immediately.  If  you  be  compelled 
to  abandon  the  post,  you  are  authorized  to  give  the  Indians  until  the  1st 
of  October  to  prepare  to  move,  provided  you  can  communicate  with  them, 
and  they  engage  to  surrender  all  negroes  among  them  belonging  to  white 
people. 

With  every  reliance  on  you,  I am,  colonel,  &c. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  S.  Harney, 

Commanding  Fort  Mellon , Lake  Monroe , Florida. 

B No.  24. 

Tampa  Bay,  June  2,  1837. 

Sir  : Herewith  you  will  receive  a copy  of  orders  No.  116,  directing  a 
' party 'of  Seminole  negroes  to  be  forwarded  to  you.  I am  instructed  by 
the  commanding  general  to  direct  you  to  have  the  men  of  the  party  placed 
in  prison,  and,  if  possible,  made  to  support  themselves  by  their  own  labor. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  * 

T.  B.  LINNARD. 

Major  J.  Clare, 

Assistant  Quartermaster,  New  Orleans , Louisiana. 

B No.  25. 

[Extract.] 

Tampa  Bay,  June  2,  1837. 

Sir  : You  will  take  charge  of  the  party  of  negroes  and  Indians  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  and,  on  your  arrival  at  that  place,  will  turn  them  over  to 
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Major  Isaac  ('lark,  assistant  quartermaster,  or  the  senior  officer  of  the 
quartermaster’s  department  at  that  post. 

I am,  sir.  &c. 

T.  B.  LINN  A 111). 

Lieut.  (1.  II.  Terrett, 

United  States  Marines,  Tmnjm  Bay. 

B No.  2(1. 


Tampa  Hay,  dune  <>,  1 8 A 7 . 

Sir:  Your  letter  ol  the  20th  ultimo  has  been  received;  and,  in  reply,  1 
have  to  state  that  no  more  of  your  negroes  have  been  brought  in  ; and  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  Indians  will  surrender  any  more  of  the  blacks  m 
their  possession. 

I am,  sir,  &<•. 


T.  H.  LINNAIM). 


A.  .1.  Forrester,  Esq.. 

St.  Mark's.  Floral  a. 


B No. 


i. 


Tampa  Ha  w Junes,  1887. 


Sir:  1 received  your  letter  of  the  28d  ultimo  on  tlie  3d  instant,  and 
have  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  in  relation  to  the.  negroes  which  you  claim 
under  a purchase  front  the  Penymans,  formerly  of  Florida,  but  now  of 
Arkansas. 

Lydda  and  her  children  are  in  the  nation,  supposed  to  be  in  the  ever- 
glades; the  others,  viz : Lynda  and  her  children.  Eve  and  Sally,  Millv, 
Phebe,  Daphne, and  Manuel,  and  his  wife  Easy,  were  taken  away  several 
years  ago  in  English  vessels  to  the  Bahamas,  where,  if  living,  they  proba- 
bly now  are.  From  the  best  information  I can  obtain,  many  of  the  ne- 
groes who  have  run  away  from  their  masters  within  a few  years  past,  as 
well  as  the  Indian  negroes  claimed  by  the  white  people,  have  gone  to 
those  is.^nds.  I think  it  probable  all  the  negroes  in  the  nation  who  can 
find  the  means  of  escape  will  follow. 

I am,  sir,  &c. 


Til.  S.  JESUP. 


Mr.  Joseph  McBride, 

Salubrity , Gadsden  county,  Florida. 


B No.  28. 

Ta.mt.v  Hay.  June  11,  1887. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  ISth  ultimo  has  been  received,  with  the  papers 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  S.  Murphy.  No  more  negroes  belonging  to 
Colonel  Rees  have  been  brought  in,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  any  more 
will  be  surrendered  by  the  Indians.  It  was  proposed,  at  one  period,  to 
employ  four  of  Colonel  Rees’s  negroes  as  guides,  but  the  capitulation  of 
the  Indians  rendered  them  lumcccssary ; they  were  therefore  not  em- 
ployed. I am,  sir,  &c. 

T.  B.  LINN  ARIL 

James  Riz,  Esq., 

St.  Mark’s , Florida. 
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B No.  2‘>. 

Tampa  Bav,  June  11,  1^37. 

Majok:  In  rejily  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  asking  definite  in- 
structions “as  to  the  course  to  he  pursued  towards  such  of  the  Seminoles 
or  Micasukoys,  Indians  or  negroes,  as  rnay  be  found  within  the  limits  ot 
your  command,’’  I am  instructed  by  the:  commanding  general  to  say  that 
you  will  cause  all  surli  to  be  captured,  wherever  found,  and  have  them 
secured  and  sent  to  this  place. 

I am,  major,  verv  rcspectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 


Major  A.  R.  Thompson,  rdh  injdn/m /, 

Commanding  troops.  iVe.,  Fort  I)adc.  Florida . 


B No.  30. 


K \ tract. 


Tampa  Bay,  June  Cl,  lf?37. 


Colon ki.  : I have  icceived  your  teller  of  tlie  2Sth  ultimo.  All  is  lost, 
and  principally.  I four,  by  the  mlluenec  of  the  negroes,  and  of  the  people 
who  were  die  subject  of  our  correspondence.  A party  of  armed  warriors 
seized  Micanepy,  Jumper,  and  Cloud,  on  the  night  of  the  2d  instant,  at 
their  camp,  about  eight  miles  from  this  post,  and  hurried  them  off  to  the 
swamps  of  the  interior.  Holatooeh  : had  gone  out  previously  to  collect 
his  people,  and  was  to  have  hecn  in  on  the  3d  of  this  month — the  day 
after  the  ilielit,  or  rather  abduction,  of  the  other  chiefs.  1 seized  and  sent 
off  to  New  Orleans  about  ninety  Indian  negroes,  (among  them  John,  or 
Juan  ;)  and  I have  here  about  seventeen, and  among  them  Abram  and  his 
family.  I have  captured  ninety  negroes,  the  property  of  citizens;  all  of 
whom  have  been  sent  to  St.  Mark’s  and  St.  Augustine, except  four  at  this 
place,  twelve  at  Fort  Mellon,  and  six  who  died. 

Most  respectfully  and  trulv,  &c. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 


Colonel  Jas.  Gadsden, 

Charleston , South  Carolina 


B No.  31 


[Extract  ] 

Tampa  Bay,  June  17,  1S37. 

Colonel:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  Mth  of  May,  and  have 
examined  the  record  of  negro  prisoners,  and  do  not  find  either  Andrew  or 
Charles  among  those  taken.  Munay  was  taken  in  January,  and  is  now 
here  ; he  will  be  so  important  to  us  as  a guide,  should  the  army  take  the 
field  in  the  fall,  that  I have  thought  it  necessary  to  retain  him ; should  he 
be  killed,  I will  be  respohsible  that  the  Government  pay  for  him.  Pay 
will  be  allowed  for  him  as  a guide. 

I am,  colonel,  &c. 

\ TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Colonel  John  Crowell, 

Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama. 


. 

■ 

. 
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IS 


[Extract.  ] 


St.  Augustine,  July  7,  1S37. 

Colonel:  There  is  now  no  obligation  to  spare  the  property  of  the  In- 
dians— they  have  not  spared  that  of  the  citizens;  their  negroes,  cattle,  and 
horses,  as  well  as  other  property  which  they  possess,  will  belong  to  the 
corps  by  which  they  may  be  captured.  The  property  of  citizens  which 
may  be  captured  will  be  restored  to  them. 

I am,  &c. 

TH.  S.  JESUP 


Colonel  John  Wahken, 

F1n":  militia,  St.  Augustine,  Florida 


B No.  33. 

■Extract.) 


Gahev’s  Ferry,  July  24,  1837. 

Colonel  : Should  hostilities  recommence,  there  will  be  no  motive  to  se- 
cure Indian  property.  I desire  it  to  be  generally  known,  that  all  property 
of  theirs  which  may  be  taken  will  belong  to  the  captors.  The  property 
of  citizens  will,  qf  course,  be  restored. 

I im,  colonel.  &e. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  J.  Mi  lls, 

Commanding  at  Xeicnansville , A*c.,  Newnunsville , Florida. 


B No.  3-1. 


Tampa  Bay,  August  30,  1837. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  a negro  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians, has  been  received;  and,  in  reply,  I have  to  state  that 
no  such  negro  as  the  one  you  describe  has  been  taken  or  heard  of. 

T.  B.  LINNARD. 


Tnos.  Caigill,  Esq., 

Marshall  county , Alabama. 


B No.  35 


[Extract.] 

Tampa  Bay,  September  7,  1837. 

Sir  : All  Indian  property  taken  will  belong  to  the  captors.  The  Seni- 
inoles  have  large  herds  of  cattle  and  horses,  and  several  negroes.  I am 
well  acquainted  with  all  their  positions,  and  will  find  them  in  five  or  six 
days  after  I commence  the  campaign. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Captain  David  S.  Walker, 

' Talladega,  Alabama. 


-1  ‘ 
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B No.  3G. 

[Kxtrnrls] 

Tampa  Ray,  September  ft,  1837. 

Sir  : Von  will  muster  the  (’reck  regiment  out  of  service,  and  honorably 
discharge  them;  then  you  will  proceed  to  Now  Orleans,  and  obtain  funds 
to  pay  die  Creeks  for  the  captured  negroes. 

The  chiefs  and  warriors  who  were  actually  in  the  field,  and  present  at 
and  aiding  in  the  capture  of  the  negroes,  are  alone  to  receive  any  part  ot 
the  sum  allowed  ; tlios*-  who  remained  in  the  camp,  and  did  not  march, 
are  to  receive  nothing.  Eight  thousand  dollars  will  be  paid  to  the  cap- 
tors  for  the  Seminole  negroes,  and  twenty  dollars  each  for  those  the 
property  of  citizens.  The  amount  allowed  for  the  Seminole  negroes  will 
be  apportioned  as  follows,  viz:  To  the  first  battalion,  five  thousand  sev- 
en hundred  dollars ; to  the  second  battalion,  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
to  tlm  spy  battalion,  three  hundred  dollars. 

You  will  examine  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Pike,  and  cause  an  accurate  des- 
cription to  be  taken  of  them,  specifying  their  names,  ages,  height,  sex,  and 
such  oilier  particulars  as  you  may  think  important.  They  must  all  be  com- 
fortably clothed  at  the  public  expense  immediately,  by  the  assistant  quarter- 
master at  New  Orleans,  who  will  keep  them  properly  clad.  If  the  assistant 
quartermaster  think  proper  to  place  them  in  the  barracks  near  New  Orleans, 
the  negroes  might  be  useful  as  laborers  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment ; they  would,  however,  require  a guard.  You  will  confer  with  the 
assistant  quartermaster,  and  inform  me  of  his  wishes  on  the  subject. 

Enclosed  is  a list  of  the  thirty-five  negroes,  the  property  of  citizens, 
captured  by  the  Indians.  Twelve  were  taken  by  the  first,  and  twenty- 
three  by  the  second  battalion;  and  the  division  will  be  made  in  that  pro- 
portion. 

Til.  S.  JESUP. 

Lieut.  F.  Seaki.e, 

. let  ini'  %‘lssistant  Inspector  denera/, 

. trmy  of  the  Sooth , 'Tampa  Hay. 

B No.  37. 

t Extract.  1 

Newnansville,  (Florida,) 

September  17,  1S37. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  tiie  inducements  held  out  to  the  Indians  who  may 
enter  the  service,  is  that  of  the  Seminole  property.  Their  negroes,  horses, 
and  cattle,  (and  they  are  rich  in  that  description  of  property,)  will  be 
given  to  the  captors;  the  Creek  warriors,  who  captured  but  a small  por- 
tion of  the  Seminole  propeity,  received  for  their  captures  between  four- 
teen and  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Captain  Wm.  Armstrong, 

Choctaw  Agency,  Arkansas. 


■ 


' 

- 


Doc.  No.  225. 


21 


B No.  38. 

f Evlrai  t.] 

Fort  Gilliland,  September  17,  1837. 

Captain:  In  addition  to  their  pay  as  soldiers,  they  [the  Choctaw  war- 
riors] will  have  all  the  Seminole  property  they  capture;  and  those  In- 
dians are  rich  in  cattle,  horses,  and  negroes.  The  Creek  warriors  receiv  - 
ed  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  their  captures. 

'I'll.  S.  JKSFP. 

Captain  B.  L.  Bonneville,  7M  Infantry, 

Com  mantling  Choctaw  warriors, 

Choctaw  .di^ency,  J. Irka /was . 


B No.  39. 

St.  August ink,  September  22,  1837. 

Sir  : Your  letter  of  August  -30th,  (without  signature,)  on  the  subject  of 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  Seminole  prisoners,  lias  been  received. 

l ain  instructed  by  Major  General  Jesup  to  inform  you  that  the  prison- 
ers, Indians  and  negroes,  at  New  Orleans  and  Fori  Pike,  will  not  be  emi- 
grated with  the  Creeks,  but  will  be  detained  until  further  orders. 

The  Creeks  will  be  paid  eight  thousand  dollars  for  the  Seminole  ne- 
groes, and  twenty  dollars  for  each  negro  belonging  to  whites, captured  by 
them.  Lieutenant  Searje  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  causing  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made. 

T.  B.  LINNAKD. 

Captain  John  Page, 

Superintendent  of  Creek  removal , Sew  Orleans. 


B No.  10. 

[Extract.  ] 


St.  Augustine,  September  24,  1S37. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  There  are  thirty- 
three  Seminole  prisoners  here,  two  at  Tampa,  and  twenty-four  at  Fort 
Pike,  in  Louisiana;  sixteen  died,  and  the  remainder,  being  relatives  of 
the  Creek  Indians,  were  allowed  to  go  off  with  them. 

There  is  one  Indian  negro  here,  seventeen  at  Tampa  Bay,  about  eighty 
at  Fort  Pike,  and  seven  have  died.  The  Creek  Indians  were  entitled  to 
all  the  Indian  property  they  captured.  I compromised  with  them  by  pur- 
chasing the  negroes  from  them  on  account  of  the  GovQinment,  for  which 
I agreed  to  pay  them  eight  thousand  dollars.  Captain  Searle  has  been 
furnished  with  funds,  and  directed  to  make  the  payment.  I was  also 
compelled  to  pay  the  Indians  a uward  of  twenty  dollars  each  for  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  them,  the  property  of  citizens. 

The  Seminole  negro  prisoners  are  now  all  the  property  of  llie  public 
I have  promised  Abraham  the  freedom  of  his  family  if  he  be  faithful  to 


' ' 
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us:  an»l  I shall  certainly  hang  him  if  he  be  not  faithful  The  Seminole 
annuity,  it  seems  to  me.  nimbi  be  rharged  with  tin*  amount  paid  to  the 
Indians  for  the  negroes. 

TH.  S JESUP. 

Hon.  C.  A.  1Iakri>. 


Commissioner  of  Indian  flairs 


B Nu.  U 


. Kxtim  i ] 


Sr.  Ana  vi'ink,  September  ‘J5,  IS37. 

Sjh:  You  will  main  the  direction  of  the  Indian  negroes  at  Tampa 
Bay.  Abraham  and  Toney  are  in  the  milifary  service.  Toney’s  family 
is  free,  and  I ant  bound  to  set  Abraham’s  family  free  if  lie  be  faithful  to  us. 

Captain  Morrison  will  be  ordered  to  this  place  to  take  charge  of  the  In- 
dian prisoners  (about  thirty-three)  confined  in  the  fort,  so  soon  as  officers 
of  the  -1th  infantry  arrive  to  take  his  place  with  his  company. 

General  Hernandez’s  operations  have  resulted  in  the  capture  of  forty- 
seven  Indians  and  negroes,  and  the  killing  of  two  Indians;  and  among 
the  prisoners  are  Philip,  and  his  negro  John ; Euchee  Billy,  and  his 
brother  Euchee  Jack.  Those  four  prisoners  are  worth  fifty  common  In- 
dians or  negroes. 

Til.  S.  JESUP. 


Lieutenant  J.  C.  Casey, 

Assistant  »igent  Seminoles , Tampa  limp 


B No.  [ >. 


Sr.  A rues  j ink,  September  30,  1837. 

Si k : It  appears  that  the  negroes  Philip’s  Joint,  or  John  Philip,  and  Or 
mond,  the  slave  of  Major  Ilerriot,  both  now  in  your  custody  as  prisoners, 
are  required  as  witnesses  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  ot  its  ensu- 
ing session,  the  second  Monday  of  next  month.  I am  directed  by  the 
major  general  commanding  to  say  that  you  will  allow  them  to  appear 
before  the  grand  jury,  when  property  cited  bv  the  authorized  civil  officers. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 


Captain  H.  Brown, 

j1.  »d.  Quartermaster , and  commanding 

Fort  Marion , St.  %flugustine , E.  F. 


B No.  43. 

f [Ex  true!.] 

St.  Augustine,  November  7,  1837. 

Colonel:  I have  also  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  I regret 
the  circumstance  to  which  you  refer.  The  importance  of  fulfilling  all 
our  engagements  with  the  Indians,  with  the  most  scrupulous  good  faith,  is 
unquestionable.  To  dismiss  them  now,  might  not  only  cost  us  an  addi- 
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tioual  campaign  here,  but  cause  difficulties  on  our  western  border  ; we 
must,  therefore,  retain  them  at  all  hazards.  ' wish  you  to  assure  them 
that  our  laws  do  not  authorize  the  payment  of  the  sum  stipulated,  but 
that  the  enemy  has  a large  property,  consisting  of  ponies,  cattle,  and  ne- 
groes, and  that  I will  pay  them  for  all  die  cattle  they  take;  and  they  will 
also  be  paid  fifty  dollars  for  every  negro  they  take,  and  they  will  be  al- 
lowed to  keep  the  ponies,  or  sell  them,  as  they  may  think  proper.  Repre- 
sent to  them,  also,  that  our  country  is  just;  and  that,  if  they  serve  well,  1 
will  take  their  chiefs  to  Washington  and  represent  their  case  to  our  great 
council,  (Congress.)  and  I have  no  doubt  of  obtaining  for  them  all  that 
has  been  promised. 

TU.  S.  .IKSIIP. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.v.  Davenport. 


B No.  -4  1. 


t AMI’,  li  ,'III.K-  NOR  I’ll  on  Four  Ml  Null. L, 

Juno nr}f  d,  1838. 

General:  Wc  have  not  the  order-book  with  us  at  this  moment,  but 
the  general  directs  me  to  say  that  all  Indian  property  which  is  captured 
belongs,  under  the  order,  to  the  corps  which  makes  the  captures;  o dicers 
having  two  shares,  and  privates,  &c.,  one.  We  will  send  you  the  order 
so  .soon  as  we  get  the  order-book. 

.1.  A.  CHAMIIHRS. 

Hrig.  Gen.  C.  II.  Nelson, 

Gear:;;  i Falun  tfrr.t,  For/  Clinch. 

R No.  r>. 


i Extract,  j 

Camp,  28  miles  south  ok  Fop.t  Jutiter, 

February  S,  1S38. 

Colonel:  I desire  you  to  let  the  negroes  know  that  Romeo  will  be 
purchased;  I will  be  responsible  for  the  purchase-money  to  his  master. 
When  the  negroes  go  to  Fort  Pike,  he  can  accompany  them,  and  remain 
there  until  the  necessary  arrangements  be  made  with  his  master;  the 
slaves  should  be  sent  to  St.  Mark’s,  unless  force  can  be  spared  to  take 
them  through  to  Black  creek;  in  that  event,  let  them  be  sent  thither. 

TM.  S.  JRSUIL 

Colonel  Z.  Taylor, 

Commanding  1st  Brigade,  \sl  Division, 

idrmy  of  the  South,  Fort  Bussinger , Florida. 


B No.  1G. 


Fort  Jupiter,  February  13,  163S. 
General  : The  accompanying  copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  B.  D.  Heriot, 
now  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  a negro  boy,  his  slave, 
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is  referred  to  you  by  direction  of  the  major  general  commanding,  who 
desires  that  you  cause  the  necessary  inquiries  to  be  made  to  ascertain  it 
any  such  has  been  taken  into  Tampa  Hay.  or  to  any  ot  tie-  [posts',  with- 
in your  command ; if  so,  the  general  directs  that  he  be  sent  to  his  master, 
at  Charleston,  bv  the  best  opportunity  that  mav  present. 

.1.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Brig.  Gen.  \V.  K.  Armistkau, 

Tampa  Hat/,  Florida. 

B No.  IT. 

Fort  Jrrmiit.  Frhntt/n/  18,  18.38. 

Sjr  : ! have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  \ our  letters  of  the  2 1th  ot  Jam 
uarv  and  the  1st  of  February.  You  will  cause  necessary  clothing  to  he 
furnished  the  Seminole  Indians  and  nemo  prisoners  on  the  requisition  o' 
the  assistant  atrent  of  Seminole  emigration.  The  quartet  master's  depart- 
ment at  New  Orleans  will  mala  the  purchases  necessary  on  this  requisi- 
tion, after  it  is  approved  and  countersigned  by  vou,  and  has  appended  to 
it  your  order  in  each  case.  Should  you  deem  it  necessary,  the  prisoners, 
or  as  many  of  them  as  you  think  advisable,  «•;« n be  removed  to  the  bar- 
racks near  New  Orleans.  The  major  ire  tie  nil  commanding  thinks  that 
the  negroes  should  be  so  employed  as  to  earn  their  subsistence. 

J.  A.  HI  AMBERS. 

Major  R.  A.  Z antzinucr, 

Cnmmaadiitg  Fori  Pi  hr,  Frith  Caifnillr. 


B No.  is. 

Four  Ji  .titer,  March  t,  1888. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
reporting  the  capture  of  a negro  by  a man  of  your  command,  and  the  ex- 
aminations which  you  had  made  no  the  Oeklawaha.  In  reply,  I am  di- 
rected by  the  major  general  commanding  to  say  that  the  negro  will  be 
restored  to  his  owner;  and  that  no  reward  for  his  capture  can  be  allowed, 
unless  it  is  done  by  the  owner.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  you  send  out 
scouts  whenever  practicable,  as  harassing  ihe  enemy  in  this  way  will 
have  a strong  tendency  to  induce  surrender. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Lieutenant  F.  E.  Hunt,  4th  FJrlillery, 

Comrfiandim ( Fori  Micanopt /,  Florida. 


B No.  lb. 


Four  Jupiter,  March  ■!,  IS38. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
enclosing  a report  of  Lieutenant  Hunt,  commanding  at  Micanopy,  in  re- 
lation to  the  capture  of  a negro,  &c.  Lieutenant  Hunt  has  been  instruct- 
ed to  restore  the  man  to  his  owner,  and  informed  that  no  reward  for  his 
capture  can  be  allowed,  unless  it  may  please  the  owner  to  grant  it. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 


Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Crane, 

Com mandine.  Src..  Fori  llcilcman . Florida. 


■ 
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15.  No  .SO. 


[Extract.] 


Camp,  near  Fort  Jupiter, 

March  5,  183S. 

Sir:  I have  succeeded  in  separating  from  the  Seminoles  most  of  the 
Indian  negroes,  and  have  sent  them,  with  the  exception  of  admail  party 
retained  here  to  be  employed  in  communicating  with  the  Indians,  to 
Tampa  Bay,  to  be  moved  immediately  west.  The  Indian  negroes  cap 
tured,  and  separated  from  the  Indians  by  the  several  detachments  of  the 
army,  during  the  present  campaign,  amount  to  about  two  hundred  and 
forty;  besides  which,  nearly  all  the  negroes  taken  from  citizens  have 
been  recaptured,  and  restored  to  their  owners. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 


His  Excellency  G.  R.  Gilmer, 

Governor  of  Georgia,  Milledgevit/e,  Georgia. 


B No.  51. 

[Extract.] 

Camp  Jupiter,  March  G,  1S3S. 

General:  One  hundred  and  fifty-two  negroes  have  been  brought  in  ; one 
hundred  and  eighteen  have  been  sent  to  Tampa  ; and  the  remainder,  ex- 
cept one,  who  belongs  to  a citizen,  and  has  been  taken  by  his  master, 
are  in  camp. 

TH.  S.  JESITP. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Armistead, 

Comm'dg  first  division,  Charles  Ferry. 


B No.  52. 


This 


[Extract.] 

Camp  Jupiter,  March  22, 1S38. 
Colonel  : The  Indians  and  negroes,  except  Abraham’s,  and  Toney’s, 
and  Cudjoe’s  families,  should  be  sent  to  Fort  Pike  without  delay, 
is  the  only  means  of  securing  them  completely,  and  preventin 
intercourse  with  them  by  white  men. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Col.  Z.  Taylor, 

Comm'dg,  4*c.,  Fort  Jtassi nger,  Florida . 


g improper 


B No.  53. 

Fort  Jupiter,  March  25,  183S. 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  has  received  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  negro  Romeo;  and,  in  reply,  directs  me  to 
state  to  you  that  the  price  you  have  named  for  him  is  so  high  that  the 
proposed  purchaser*  will  not  be  able  to  pay  it.  The  general  will,  there- 

• A Seminole  nejjro,  ® relation  of  his  wife. 
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fore,  be  compelled  to  retain  the  mail  until  the  Seminole  negroes  arrive  at 
Fort  Pike,  and  will  direct  that  he  receive  the  same  rate  of  wages  allowed 
to  the  other  men  employed  as  packmen,  &e. 

T.  B.  LINNARI). 

VV.  J)k  Peysteii,  Esq., 

.S7.  %/tngustinef  Florida. 

B No.  54. 

Fort  Jupiter,  March  30,  1S38. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  Major  General  Jesup,  I have  the  lienor  ic  forward 
you  a list  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  Indian  negroes,  and  slaves  of  citizens 
of  Florida,  taken  by  the  troops,  or  who  have  surrendered  themselves  at 
this  post  within  the  last  six  weeks.  The  Indians,  with  the  exception  of 
about  ninety,  who  remained  here,  have  all  been  sent  oli‘ for  emigration 
westward:  all  the  negroes,  except  throe  or  four  retained  as  interpreters, 
with  their  families,  have  been  sent  to  Tampa  Hay.  I also  transmit  you  a 
list  of  property  taken  from  the  Indians,  with  the  appraised  value  thereof, 
as  determined  by  a board  of  officers.  The  rillcs  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  acting  ordnance  officer  here,  and  can  cither  be  sent  to  their  owners,  o 
paid  for.  as  the  department  may  decide. 

W.  G.  FREEMAN. 

ThqJUon.  C.  A.  Harris, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Jljfuirs , JVashington  City. 

II  No.  55. 


[Extract.] 


Camp  Jupiter,  March  30,  183S. 

Colonel:  I have  also  received  your  letter  of  the  38th  instant.  I am 
pleased  to  hear  that  Captain  Taylor  has  secured  Buncr’s  people ; and  I 
desire  that  they,  as  well  as  the  negroes  and  Indians  at  Fort  Pike,  be  sent 
to  the  West,  without  delay. 

TIT.  S.  JESUP. 


Col.  Z.  Taylor, 

Comm'dg,  Sfc.  Fort  Bassingcr,  Florida. 


B No  56. 

[Extract.] 

Camp  Jupiter,  March  31, 1838. 

Colonel  : Retain  all  Indians  and  negroes  now  in  Florida  whom  you 
and  Mr.  Casey  may  consider  of  any  importance  to  be  retained,  and  send 
to  Fort  Pike  for  all  whom  you  may  think  useful.  The  families  of  those  at 
Fort  Pike  whose  services  you  may  require,  should  remain  there ; and  all 
others  should  be  sent  at  once  to  the  West. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Col.  Z.  Taylor, 

Comm’dg , §c.  Fort  Bassinger , Florida. 
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B No.  57. 

[Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Army  of  tiie  South, 

Camp  Jupiter , April  1,  1S38. 

General;  When  the  Indians  and  negroes  now  at  Tampa  shall  be  or 
dered  to  move,  I desire  that  such  as  Colonel  Taylor  may  designate,  oi 
that  Mr.  Casey  (from  his  intimate  knowledge  of  their  characters  and  ca- 
pacity for  usefulness)  may  consider  worth  retaining,  be  allowed  to  remain 
with  their  families  until  Holatoochee  be  ready  to  leave  the  country. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  K.  Armistead, 

Cofnm’dg  first  division,  <!yc.,  Tampa  Bay. 

B No.  5S. 

Fort  Jupiter,  April  1,  1838. 

Sir  : The  major  general  commanding  deems  it  advisable  that  such  ol 
the  Indian  and  negro  prisoners  now  at  Tampa  Bay,  who,  from  faithfulness 
or  general  intelligence,  are  likely  to  be  useful  in  any  future  operations  oi 
negotiations  which  may  be  carried  on  in  Florida,  be  retained  at  Tampa; 
and  any  of  the  same  description  who  are  at  Fort  Pike,  be  sent  for. 

He  has  confidence  in  your  judgment  in  the  case,  and  therefore  desires 
that  you  will  designate  to  General  Armistead  any  whom,  from  your  knowl- 
edge of  their  character  and  disposition,  you  think  will  be  useful ; and 
they  will  be  retained,  or,  if  absent,  sent  for. 

General  Armistead  and  Colonel  Taylor  have  been  written  to  on  the 
subject. 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS. 

Lieut.  J.  C.  Casey, 

2 d Artillery,  Tampa  Bay. 


B No.  59. 

Fort  Jupiter,  April  7,  1S38. 

Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  15th  and  2Sth  ultimo,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  reporting  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  and  ne- 
groes from  Fort  Pike,  have  been  received ; and  I am  instructed  by  Major 
General  Jesup  to  say,  in  reply,  that  the  removal  of  the  negroes  was 
proper : they  were  either  free,  or  the  property  of  Indians. 

, W.  G.  FREEMAN. 

Major  R.  A.  Zantzinger, 

2d  Artillery , comm’dg  Fori  Bike , La. 

B No.  GO. 

Fort  Jupiter,  April  7,  183S. 

Sir  : Your  letter  to  the  commanding  general,  dated  Tampa  Bay,  4 th 
March , (though,  no  doubt,  written  on  the  4th  April,)  enclosing  a com- . 
munication  from  the  Indian  department  in  relation  to  the  emigration 
westward  of  certain  Indians  and  negroes,  has  been  this  day  received;  and 
I am  instructed  by  the  general  to  say  in  reply  to  you,  that  he  desires  you 
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to  meet  him  at  Fort  Frazer,  on  Pease  creek: 
on  the  9tli  or  10th  instant,  when  a decision 


tor  which  post  he  will  leave 
will  be  made  on  the  subject. 
W.  (h  FREEMAN. 


Lieut.  J.  G.  Reynoli»,  U.  S.  Murines 

Disbursing  %/lgent  Indian  Depart mcnl , Tampa  Dap. 


B No.  <»1. 

1 1 1 AIXiU  AKTERS,  Ar.MV  OF  THE  SoUTH, 

Tampa , ( E.  F.J  dune  1,  1S3S. 

Sjr:  I am  directed  by  Brigadier  General  Taylor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  your  boy  Joe  ; and 
inform  you  that  there  is  no  negro  answering  to  your  description  at  this 
place.  Abraham  and  Cudjoc  say  that  Joe  has  not  yet  been  in,  and  that 
they  have  heard  that  lie  was  with  Coaeoochee,  (or  Wildcat.)  If  he  should, 
however,  be  captured,  or  brought  in,  lie  will-  be  detained  at  this  place, 
subject  to  your  order.  Ormond,  I understand,  was  sent  to  St.  Mark’s. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  II.  GRIFFIN, 

dieting  *lssistant  *.ldjutunt  General. 

W.  A.  De  Peyster,  Esq., 

Charleston , S.  C. 


B No.  (>2. 


I Ik  ADQUAUTnns,  Army  of  the  South, 


Fori  Brooke , September  22,  1S38. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received;  and 
the  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  say,  in  reply,  that  he  expects  in 
a short  time  to  be  on  that  side  of  the  peninsula,  when  measures  will  lie 
taken  for  the  furnishing  Captain  Beall  with  another  interpreter,  and  for 
the  delivery  of  Morris  to  you,  as  agent  for  the  owner. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  LA  MOTT, 

Captain,  acting  dldjti/anl  General. 

Simon  Beckham,  Esq.,  Newnansvillc. 


Adjutant  General's  Office,  February  18,  1839. 
The  foregoing  series  of  letters,  numbered  from  1 to  (>2,  inclusive,  are 
true  copies. 


K.  JONFjS,  Tldjulant  General. 


C No.  1. 

War  Department, 

OJJice  Indian  Jijjairs,  Map  9,  1S38. 

Sir  : The  decision  made  a few  days  since,  that  the  negroes  captured 
by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida  should,  in  compliance  with  the  en- 
gagement of  General  Jcsup,  be  delivered  to  the  delegation  now  here, 
has  been  communicated  to  them,  with  the  intimation  that  when  they 


- 


had  determined  wliul  disposition  would  be  made  ol  them,  and  com 
nmnicated  intbruiatioft  ol  the  same  to  this  department;  the  necessary 
orders  would  be  issued.  In  a communication  just  received  from  the  del 
elation,  they  stale  they  have  appointed  Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  of  Alabama 
their  attorney  in  fact,  to  receive  the  negroes.  I have  the  honor  to  re 
<ptesl  that  an  order  may  be  issued  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pike 
to  Major  Isaac  Clark  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  commanding  oliicer  in  Flori- 
da, and  to  any  other  officers  who  may  have  charge  of  them, to  deliver  to  Mr 
ColHns  all  the  negroes  in  question.  lie  will,  of  course,  hold  them  subject 
to  the  lawful  claims  of  all  white  persons.  Abraham  and  his  family  should 
he  excepted,  in  consequence  of  a promise  made  by  General  Jesup.  Tin 
officers  should  be  instructed  to  exercise  due  caution,  so  as  to  deliver  only 
those  captured  by  the  Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears  from 
a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Sloan,  that  these  Indians  refused  the 
i>S,000  olfercd  them,  under  the  direction  of  General  Jesup,  for  their  inter- 
est in  these  negroes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Captain  S.  CoorcR, 

rlcling  Secretary  tj  l Car. 

C No.  2. 

War  Department, 

Of  ire  Indian  ,7 fairs,  J\lay  !> , 1S3S. 

Sik:  1 have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the.  copy  of  a communi- 
cation made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  which  has  been  returned  by 
him  to  this  office,  with  his  approval  endorsed  upon  it.  I request  that  you 
will  cause  an  older,  such  as  is  indicated  in  this  paper,  to  be  given  as  soon 
as  practicable  to  the  officers  mentioned  in  it.  1 am  not  at  present  aware 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  an  order  to  any  other  than  those  named. 

1 will  thank  you  to  cause  me  to  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  orders 
issued,  that  Mr.  Collins  may  be  furnished  with  all  proper  papers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Major  General  Macomb, 

Commanding  in  chief. 

C No.  3. 

Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

lVashinglon , May  10,  153S. 

Sir  : Herewith  you  will  receive  a copy  of  a communication  made  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  by  flic  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  re- 
quest contained  therein  having  been  approved  by  the  Secretary,  von  will 
please  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to' the  matter,  so  far  as  you  are 
concerned,  and  comply  with  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Collins. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 

Major  General  Jesup, 

Commanding  army  in  Florida , Tampa , Florida. 

Brevet  Major  Zantzinger, 

Fort  Pike.  Louisiana. 


■ 


30 


Doc.  No.  225. 


C No.  i. 

Headquarters,  Ah.mv  of  the  South, 

Tampa,  ( Florida,)  June  2 , 1838. 

General  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of 
the  10th  of  May,  1S3S,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  Oth,  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Adairs,  addressed  to  Captain  Cooper,  acting  Secreta- 
ry of  War,  on  the  subject  of  turning  over  certain  negroes  captured  by  the 
Creek  warriors  in  Florida  to  a Mr.  Collins,  their  agent,  in  compliance 
with  an  engagement  of  General  Jesup. 

I know  nothing  of  the  negroes  in  question,  nor  of  the  subject,  further 
than  what  is  contained  in  the  communication  above  referred  to  ; but  I 
must  state  distinctly,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned,  that,  while  I 
shall  hold  myself  ever  ready  to  do  the  utmost  in  my  power  to  get  the  In- 
dians and  their  negroes  out  of  Florida,  as  well  as  to  remove  them  to  their 
new  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  I cannot  for  a moment  consent  to 
meddle  in  this  transaction,  or  to  be  concerned  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Col- 
lins, the  Creek  Indians,  or  any  on  eclse;  or  to  interfere,  in  any  way,  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  their  negroes,  which  may  have  a tendency  to  de- 
prive the  former  of  their  property,  and  reduce  the  latter  from  a compara- 
tive state  of  freedom  to  that  of  slavery  ; at  the  same  time,  I shall  take 
every  means  to  obtain  and  restore  to  his  lawful  owner  any  slave  among 
the  Indians  who  has  absconded  or  been  captured  by  them. 

Very  respectfully,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  ireneral,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z'  TAYLOR, 

Brevet  Brii*.  Gen.  U.  S.  army , commanding. 

General  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General  U.  »S’.  army , 1 Fashing  ton,  7).  C. 

Adjutant  General’s  Office, 

February  IS,  1839. 

The  foregoing  series  of  letters,  numbered  from  1 to  1,  arc  true  copies. 

U.  JONES,  Jidjulant  General. 


I). 

New  Orleans,  (La.)  May  IS,  1S3S. 

General:  Accompanying  this,  I send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
proper  authorities,  a copy  of  a judgment  of  one  of  the  superior  courts  of 
this  State,  with  a copy  of  my  objections  thereto,  in  the  case  of  the  heirs 
of  Love  against  me;  exhibiting  an  effort,  which  I am  convinced  is  fraudu- 
lent, to  arrest  and  take  from  the  custody  of  Lieutenant  Reynolds  sixty- 
seven  of  the  black  prisoners  of  war  brought  from  East  Florida  with  the 
Seminole  prisoners  of  war. 

I shall  embark  for  St.  Louis  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES. 

Adj.  General  R.  Jones,  ' 

Washington  City. 

True  copy : 


February  18,  1839. 


R.  JONES,  Adjt.  General. 


Hoc.  ISo.  'Z'Zr) 


;n 


Heirs  of  Love  } 

vs.  > . Judgment  on  rule. 

E.  P.  Gaines.  ) 

This  suit  is  instituted  for  certain  slaves  which  the  plaintiffs  claim  as 
their  property,  and  which  they  allege  the  defendant  detains  from  their 
possession. 

The  petition  demands  the  delivery  of  the  slaves,  and  damages  for  their 
reasonable  hire  ; or,  in  default  thereof,  claims  judgment  for  their  value, 
alleged  to  be  sixty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

By  a supplemental  petition,  the  plaintiffs,  alleging  that  the  defendant  is 
about  to  remove  the  slaves  sued  for  without  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  demand  a writ  of  secpiest ration;  which  writ  was  issued  after 
the  legal  formalities. 

The  writ  of  sequestration,  which  is  dated  May  2,  1S3S,  was  returned 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  parish  of  Orleans  as  follows  : 

“Received  May  2,  1S3S,  and  demanded  the  within  slaves  of  General 
Gaines,  the  defendant ; who  answered  me  that  he  never  had  the  within 
described  slaves  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control.  I found  the  slaves 

the  barracks  of  the  United  States,  but  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  same 
refused  to  deliver  them  to  me.  Returned  May  8,  1838. 

“FREDERICK  BUISSON.  Sheriff” 

On  the  9th  of  May,  1838,  the  defendant  sued  out  a rule  to  set  aside  the 
order  of  sequestration,  which  has  been  elaborately  argued.  The  two 
principal  grounds  of  this  rule  are  : 

1st.  That  the  negroes,  whose  sequestration  is  demanded,  are  prisoners 
of  war  of  the  United  States,  taken  in  combat  with  the  Seminole  Indians, 
and  that  the  control  of  the  United  States  over  said  negroes,  and  their 
right  to  vhe  custody  of  such  negroes  as  prisoners  of  war,  cannot  be  taken 
away  by  the  sequestration  issued. 

2d.  That  there  is  no  proper  party  defendant  to  the  cause;  the  party  ched 
having  no  command  or  control  over  said  negroes,  and  not  having  them  in 
his  possession. 

Some  of  the  principal  facts  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  parties  in  relation  to  each  other,  and  to  this  court,  are  as  follows: 

The  defendant  is  a major  general  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in 
command  of  the  military  division  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  limits  of 
his  command  do  not  extend  to  the  east  side  of  that  stream,  on  which  side, 
in  the  general  course  of  the  river,  is  situated  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
On  the  same  side  are  likewise  situated  the  barracks  erected  in  the  parish 
of  Orleans  for  the  accommodation  of  the  United  States  troops. 

These  places  are  situated  within  the  military  command  of  General  Jesup, 
in  whose  division  is  likewise  comprised  the  seat  of  hostilities  with  the 
Seminole  tribe  of  Indians. 

A number  of  these  Indians,  having  been  taken  prisoners  in  battle,  or 
having  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida, 
were  brought  from  that  country  as  far  as  New  Orleans,  on  their  way  to  a 
district  of  country  situated  on  the  extreme  western  frontier  of  the  States 
of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  which  had  been  allotted  to  the  Seminoles  by  a 
treaty  of  cession  and  emigration  concluded  with  that  tribe  in  the  year  1832 
or  1833.  These  Indians  were  placed  in  depot,  and  for  safe-keeping,  in  the 
United  States  barracks  below  New  Orleans,  preparatory  to  their  transporta- 
tion, by  the  Mississippi  and  Arkansas  rivers,  to  their  ultimate  destination 
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In  efiecling  this  forced  emigration,  while  the  ordinary  military  authori- 
ties seem  to  have  been  charged  with  all  the  details  of  the  means  of  trans- 
portation, subsistence,  and  safeeonduct  of  these  vanquished  savages,  a 
special  agent  has  been  appointed  by  the  Department  of  War  to  accom- 
pany them  and  superintend  their  movements. 

In  the  execution  of  this  duty,  the  agent  (Lieutenant  Reynolds,  of  the 
marine  corps)  appears  to  have  met  with  a difficulty  which  retarded  the 
operations  connected  with  the  emigration,  until  he  could  correspond  with 
the  Department  of  War. 

This  difficulty  arose  from  a number  of  negroes  having  been  sent  on 
from  Florida,  who  were  mostly  claimed  by  the  Indians  as  their  slaves. 
These  negroes  were  detained  by  Major  Zantzinger  at  Fort  Pike,  and  the 
movement  to  Arkansas  was  suspended  in  consequence. 

It  is  here  to  be  remarked,  as  having  an  essential  bearing  on  the  defend- 
ant’s argument  upon  the  rule,  that  Lieutenant  Reynolds  did  not  apply  to 
either  of  the  commanding  generals  of  the  divisions  included  in  the  route 
of  emigration  for  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  of  these  negroes,  but  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Adairs  at  Washington.  The  character  and 
object  of  the  detention  of  the  negroes  in  question  are,  therefore,  to  he  col- 
lected from  the  reply  to  his  letter  addressed  to  that  functionary. 

Under  date  of  the  22*1  March,  1S3S,  Mr.  Harris,  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  writes  to  Lieutenant  Reynolds  as  follows: 

“ I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1-llh  instant,  rela- 
tive to  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  Seininoles  under  your  charge,  which 
were  detained  by  Major  Zantzinger.  In  reply,  I have  to  instruct  you 
that  these  negroes,  which  are  the  property  of  the  Indian  s , are  to  be  re- 
moved with  them,  and  to  constitute  a portion  of  the  emigrating  party  for 
all  the  purposes  of  transportation  and  subsistence.  Yon  will  therefore 
take  immediate  measures  to  annex  them  to  your  party.” 

The  negroes  detained  by  Major  Zantzinger,  among  whom  it  appears 
were  the  negroes  claimed  in  this  suit,  were  accordingly  transported  to  the 
barracks  below  New  Orleans,  where  they  are  now  under  guard,  with  the 
Indian  prisoners,  preparatory  to  their  embarcation  for  Arkansas. 

At  this  juncture,  and  while  the  negroes  in  question  are  within  the  juris- 
diction of  this  court,  the  plaintiffs  have  made  claim  by  this  suit  to  sixty- 
seven  of  their  number. 

The  return  of  the  writ  of  sequestration  shows  a denial  by  General 
Gaines  that  he  has  the  possession  or  control  of  the  negroes. 

This  denial  can,  however,  be  taken  in  no  other  light  than  as  referring 
to  the  present  momentary  position  of  the  negroes,  out  of  the  strictly  de- 
fined limits  of  General  Gaines’s  division.  It  is  admitted  by  him,  in  argu- 
ment, that  in  a very  few  days  at  furthest  they  would  be  within  the  limits 
of  his  command.  It  is  in  proof  that  several  days  before  the  issuing 
of  the  writ  of  sequestration,  General  Gaines  had  given  an  order  for  the 
embarcation  and  movement  of  the  negroes  to  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion. A copy  of  that  order,  taken  from  the  order-book  of  the  garrison 
where  the  negroes  are  at  present  detained,  is  in  evidence.  The  sheriffs 
return  shows  that  the  negroes  mentioned  in  the  writ  were  found  at  the 
barracks,  but  that  the  officers  in  charge  refused  to  deliver  them. 

It  is  not  directly  proved,  but  I am  justified  in  taking  it  for  granted,  that 
those  officers  would  have  obeyed  an  order  from  General  Gaines  to  deliver 
up  the  negroes  to  the  sheriff.  I am  justified,  I say,  in  taking  this  for 
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granted,  because  the  order  to  Major  Clark  of  toe  gilth  April,  just  mention- 
ed, f’o;  the  embarcation  ol  the  negroes,  was  on  the  eve  of  being  obeyed } 
when  its  execution  was  prevented  by  the  issuing  of  this  sequestration, 
(See  Captain  Allen’s  testimony.)  But  it  is  evident  that  if  the  general  had 
the  power  of  ordering  the  negroes  in  one  direction,  he  could  despatch  them 
in  another,  or  detain  them  where  they  were. 

Indeed,  were  not  this  denial  of  control  to  betaken  in  the  restricted  sense 
which  I have  mentioned,  the  present  rule  would  be  entirely  a work  ot 
supererogation.  Had  the  plaintiffs  claimed  property  as  in  the  possession 
of  defendant,  which  was  neither  actually  in  his  possession  nor  about  to 
conic  into  his  possession,  to  what  purpose  plead  any  other  matter  than  a 
simple  disclaimer? 

The  defendant  has  very  properly  adopted  a different  course;  for  his 
partial  and  imperfect  control  of  the  property  sued  for,  followed  as  it  was 
sure  to  be,  almost  immediately,  by  a control  absolute  and  uncontroverted, 
justified  the  sequestration  in  his  hands,  and  rendered  him  amenable  to 
process,  no  less  than  if  this  absolute  control  already  existed.  A disclaimer, 
if  it  could  even  be  inferred  from  the  fourth  ground  of  the  rule,  is,  indeed, 
inconsistent  with  the  other  grounds.  Those  strike  at  the  root  of  the  order, 
as  made  by  an  authority  incompetent  and  granted  on  insufficient  security  ; 
the  disclaimer  would  only  withdraw  the  defendant  from  its  operation. 
Inconsistent  pleas  are  not  admitted  in  our  practice ; and  the  rule  must 
stand  or  fall  upon  the  broad  ground  taken,  of  the  illegality  of  the  order 
of  sequestration. 

This  ground  lias  occupied  the  whole  attention  of  the  defendant's  coun- 
sel, and  presents  some  very  important  questions,  of  a character  that  hap- 
pily are  but  seldom  mooted  in  our  courts — questions  of  conflict  between 
the  military  and  civil  authority  in  the  State. 

The  slaves  whose  sequestration  is  prayed  for  in  this  suit,  arc  claimed 
by  General  Gaines  as  prisoners  of  war,  taken  in  battle,  or  captured  with 
arms  in  their  hands. 

It  is  contended  on  flic  part  of  the  general,  that  all  the  belligerant  attri- 
butes of  the  nation  centre  in  its  executive  head,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  officers  acting  under  his  orders;  that  the  custody  and 
disposal  of  prisoners  of  war,  is  no  less  one  of  those  attributes,  than  the 
plan  of  the  campaign,  the  ranging  of  the  line  of  battle,  and  ihe  achievement 
of  the  victory;  that  in  a government  of  well-ordered  checks  and  balances 
like  ours,  the  judiciary  and  executive — that  department  which  regulates 
the  right  and  obligations  of  citizens,  and  that  which  protects  them  from 
their  enemies — cannot  interfere  with  each  other  in  the  exercise  of  their 
legitimate  functions,  without  a manifest  usurpation  of  authority  by  the 
department  interfering. 

Such  is  the  real  and  substantial  ground  taken  for  the  dismissal  of  this 
sequestration ; although  the  counsel  of  the  defendant  have  lost  sight  of  it, 
in  discussing  the  doctrines  of  captures,  and  the  jus  postliminio}  by  which 
proprietors  are  allowed  to  reclaim  their  property  which  has  been  captured, 
and  afterwards  recaptured,  at  the  hands  of  the  second  captors.  This 
argument  of  the  right  of  the  Government,  its  officers  and  troops,  to  retain 
the  slaves  in  question  by  right  of  capture,  only  tends  to  confuse  the  ques 
tion.  It  has  no  application  to  the  present  case.  Neither  the  United 
States  nor  the  defendant  claim  any  interest,  title,  or  properly  in  these 
slaves. 
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That  such  is  the  case,  is  evident  from  the  proceedings.  Major  Zant- 
zinger  detained  them  on  their  route,  very  probably  under  the  idea  that 
they  were  good  prize  to  t he  captors,  and  that  the  Seminoles,  it  they  la  d 
possessed  them  as  slaves,  had  by  conquest  lost  their  title. 

And  this  I must  confess,  if  I inav  presume  to  criticise  the  acts  oi  the 
Government,  strikes  me  as  an  infinitely  more  sensible  and  natural  idea, 
than  to  remunerate  the  ruthless  murderers  of  our  fellow-citizens  for  the 
blood  and  treasure  which  they  have  cost  the  country,  by  sending  a horde 
of  negroes  with  them  into  their  new  possessions,  to  till  their  grounds  for 
them  in  peace,  and  to  increase  their  numbers  in  another  frontier  war. 

So  it  was,  however,  that  the  Department  of  War  directed  that  the 
negroes  claimed  by  the  savages  as  their  slaves  should  he  forwarded  with 
them  to  the  same  point  of  destination,  thence  to  be  set  free,  so  far  as 
the  United  States  or  its  agents  were  concerned. 

AH  the  learning  on  the  right  ot  postliminium  is,  therefore,  thrown 
away.  The  slaves  in  question  a.o  not  claimed  by  the  victor  as  booty. 
They  are  claimed  emphatically,  and  the  claim  lias  been  impressed  and 
reiterated  upon  me  by  the  gallant  defendant  himself,  at  every  stage  of  the 
discussion,  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Rut  is  the  pretension  of  the  defendant  correct,  that  the  slaves  in  ques- 
tion are  prisoners  of  war?  This  is  a question  of  fact.  No  witness  has 
proved  that  lie  saw  any  of  the  negroes,  mentioned  in  the  petition  in  this 
suit,  taken  in  arms.  Captain  Allen,  in  his  cross-examination,  says  fur- 
ther, that  all  the  negroes  at  whose  capture  lie  was  present  in  Florida  were 
unarmed.  Now,  a prisoner  of  war  is  generally  understood  to  be  one  who 
is  taken  in  actual  hostilities.  1 have  yet  to  learn,  indeed,  that  the  slaves 
in  the  Seminole  nation  were  any  more  a party  to  the  war  than  they  were 
to  the  treaty,  the  infringement  of  which  gave  rise  to  the  war. 

A striking  illustration  of  the  views  of  Government  on  this  subject  is 
seen  in  the  discretion  vested  bv  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
Lieutenant  Reynolds,  in  the  letter  already  quoted:  “All  those  negroes 
w/iic/i  are  the  property  of  the  Indians says  the  letter,  “are  to  be  removed 
with  them.”  Rut  what  becomes  of  those  who  arc  not  the  property  of 
the  Indians?  The  letter  does  not  explain. 

Again:  two  negroes  captured  in  Florida  were  sent  over  to  their  owners, 
who  were  white  citizens  of  the  United  States.  (Sec  Captain  Alien’s  tes- 
timony.) Those  negroes  were  sent  over  by  a commissioner  of  the  United 
States.  These  were  then,  certainly,  not  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I am  come  to  no  other  conclusion,  from  the  evidence,  but  that  the  ne- 
groes, for  whom  the. order  of  sequestration  has  been  issued,  have  not  been 
regarded  by  the  Government  as  prisoners  of  war,  hut  as  the  property  of 
prisoners  of  war. 

Having  thus  examined  the  relation  which  the  negroes,  for  the  posses- 
sion of  whom  this  suit  has  been  brought,  bear  to  the  Government,  I next 
proceed  to  investigate  that  in  which  they  stand  to  the  plaintiffs. 

The  plaintiffs,  styling  themselves  residents  of  Muscogee  county,  State 
of  Georgia,  allege  that  they  arc  the  lawful  owners  and  proprietors,  men- 
tioned in  their  petition,  by  inheritance  from  Hugh  Love,  deceased,  and- 
claim  possession  of  them  as  their  property. 

The  question  thus  submitted  to  this  court  is  one  of  property.  The  alle- 
gations of  the  petition  are  to  be  taken  as  true,  for  the  purposes  of  argu- 
ment upon  a demurrer  of  the  proceedings,  which  is  the  nature  of  this  rule. 
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The  plaintiffs,  by  their  agent,  having  traced  their  properly  to  ibis  point 
claim  the  possession. 

To  deny  them  the  exercise;  of  this  claim,  peremptorily  to  refuse  then 
the  right  of  litigating  the  question,  would  be  a direct  violation  of  the  fit'll 
article  of  the  amendments  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
declares  that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  with 
out  due  process  of  law. 

li  is  in  vain  to  urge  that,  when  the  slaves  are  taken  to  Fort  Gibson,  on 
the  Arkansas  river,  their  point  of  destination,  and  the  military  force  shall 
have  abandoned  the  control  of  the  prisoners,  and  left  them  at  large  in  t lie i i 
new  domain,  the  plaintiffs  will  be  perfectly  free  to  prosecute  their  claim. 

There  is  no  prinicple  of  law  that  can  compel  the  plaintiffs,  after  dis 
covering  their  property,  to  delay  a moment  the  assertion  of  their  claim. 
Indeed,  there  is  something  ludicrous,  if  not  absurd,  in  the  requirement  that 
the  plaintiffs  shall  leave  the  abodes  of  civilization  and  laws,  to  pursue  the 
wild  denizen  of  the  forest  into  his  own  howling  wilderness,  there  to  de- 
termine their  respective  rights.  In  doing  so,  ii’  they  went  as  suppliants, 
they  would  only  expect  to  he  received  with  scorn;  it’  as  claimants,  with 
defiance. 

The  instructions  of  Lieutenant  Reynolds  contemplate  the  possibility  of 
a claim,  by  some  other  person  than  the  Indians,  to  the  ownership  of  tin- 
negroes  captured;  and,  by  direct  implication,  confer  upon  that  officer  the 
power  of  deciding  the  question  of  property,  and  of  setting  apart,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  ownership,  such  negroes  as  are  to  accompany  the  Indians  in 
their  transportation.  But  I imagine  it  was  never  intended  by  Mr.  Harris, 
nor  will  it  be  contended  by  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  that  this  power  given 
him  has  superseded  the  action  of  th?  civil  authorities  upon  the  purely  civil 
question  of  a claim  to  the  ownership  of  the  slaves,  set  up  by  a person  not 
a prisoner,  in  opposition  to  the  claim  of  one  who  is  a prisoner. 

Still  less,  I fancy,  can  it  be  seriously  maintained  that,  in  case  of  such  col- 
lision of  claims,  the  ipse  dixit  of  the  Indian  prisoner  is  to  decide  the 
question  and  shut  out  a judicial  investigation.  This  ipse  dixit , suspicious 
at  all  times,  would  be  particularly  worthless  when  coming  from  men  who 
have  already  stamped  themselves  with  reprobation.  For,  at  the  treaty  of 
Payne’s  Landing,  this  tribe  (the  Seminoles)  made  an  allowance  of  seven 
thousand  dollars  for  slaves  and  other  property  stolen  and  destroyed  by 
them.  Then  they  have  stolen  the  property  of  our  own  citizens,  by  their 
own  confession.  There  is  almost  a prima  facie  case  against  them,  in  the 
event  of  any  claim  by  our  citizcus.  By  what  singular  good  fortune  has 
this  now  prostrate  banditti  acquired  a right,  unknown  to  all  others,  of 
holding  any  thing  they  may  choose  to  call  their  own,  without  a privilege 
of  challenge  in  a court  of  justice?  , 

I would  be  among  the  last  to  attempt  an  assumption  of  a power  which 
does  not  belong  to  the  office  which  I have  the  honor  to  fill.  In  the  con- 
sideration of  the  present  question,  I acutely  feel  the  embarrassing  and 
delicate  situation  in  which  I am  placed,  between  a desire  to  do  my  duty, 
and  an  apprehension  of  interfering  with  the  public  service.  But  the  ques- 
tion is  presented  to  me,  and  I must  decide.  In  constitutional  questions, 
principles  are  every  thing,  consequences  are  nothing.  Such  is  the  pres- 
ent case. 

I hold  it  to  be  undeniable,  that  over  alt  contested  questions  of  civil 
rights  between  individuals  the  judiciary  has  an  exclusive  Cognizance, 
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which  can  neither  he  taken  away  nor  modified  by  the  Executive ; that 
this  cognizance  extends  over  every  person  and  every  thing  within  our 
territorial  limits  ; and  that  the  exercise  of  this  cognizance  can  neither  be 
deified  nor  impeded,  without  a violation  of  the  essence  and  spirit  of  our 
institutions. 

The  deposition  filed  has  satisfied  me  of  the  sufficiency  of  Mr.  Robin- 
son as  security  in  the  sequestration  bond. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed,  that  the  jurisdiction  ui 
the  court  he  maintained,  and  that  the  rule  be  discharged  at  defendant’s 
cost. 


Adjutant  General's  Office, 
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February  IS,  18 Sit. 

copy  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General: 

R.  JONES,  Adjutant  (General. 


J.  C.  REID, 

Second  Lieutenant  5t/i  Infantry. 


IIfirs  of  Love  j 

vs.  - On  a rule  la  show  cause,  «$-c. 

K.  P.  Gaines.  \ 

The  defendant.  E.  P.  Gaines,  oilers  the  following  objections  to  the  do 
vision  of  the  court  in  this  case: 

The  decision  is,  first,  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni 
ted  States;  secondly,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war;  and,  thirdly,  contrary 
to  the  testimony  before  the  court. 

1.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  authorizes  Congress  ‘Mode 
clare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concern- 
ing captures  on  land  and  water;”  and  it  authorizes  the  President  of  the 
United  States  “to  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  militia  when  called  into  the  actual  service  o! 
the  United  States;”  and  it  authorizes  and  requires  the  President  “to  set 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.”  The  laws  of  the  United  States 
authorize  the  late  and  existing  war  against  the  Seminole  nation  of  In- 
dians, and  against  all  persons  in  their  service.  The  negroes  claimed  by 
the  plaintiff  were  found  in  the  service  of  the  Indians,  speaking  the  same 
language,  and,  like  the  inhabitants  of  all  savage  nations,  aiding  and  as- 
sisting in  the  war.  They  were  captured  and  taken  by  the  United  States 
forces  as  prisoners  of  war;  and  they  are  now  in  charge  of  a United 
States  officer,  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  acting  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  th»* 
President  of  the  United  States,  directing  him  to  superintend  their  trans- 
portation from  the  theatre  of  war,  in  Florida,  to  »he  place  set  apart  for 
their  location  west  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  well 
as  the  servants  of  the  Seminole  Indian  prisoners  of  War.  They  are  not. 
never  have  been,  nor  have  I any  reason  to  believe  they  ever  will  be,  sub- 
ject to  my  control. 

2.  The  laws  of  war,  as  embraced  in  the  works  of  Bynkershoeck,  Vat- 
tel,  and  Wheaton,  on  international  law,  clearly  sanction  the  principle, 
hnt  nil  n*»r«nns  taken  in  battle,  or  who  mav  be  forced  to  surrender. 
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whether  officers,  soldiers,  servants,  or  followers  of  the  enemy’s  army 
are  prisoners  of  war,  and  may  be  put  to  death,  imprisoned,  held  as  slaves 
or  liberated,  at  the  option  of  the  victor;  or,  in  other  words,  at  the  optioi 
of  the  executive  department  of  the  Government  under  whoso  authority 
they  are  captured.  Among  savage  nations  it  is  universally  known  and  ad 
mitted,  that  in  war  they  have  no  non-com ba/an/s,  excepting  only  sitcl 
as  are  physically  incapable  of  bearing  arms.  Every  man,  without  re 
gard  to  age  or  color,  is  a warrior;  every  hoy  able  to  lire  a gun,  or  wieh 
a hatchet  or  an  arrow,  is  a warrior;  and  every  woman  is  a laborer,  a 
slave,  in  the  collection  and  preparation  of  roots,  and  other  means  ot  sub 
sistence,  and  clothing  for  the  warriors;  all  are  therefore  liable,  whet, 
captured  in  a state  of  hostility,  to  he  treated  as  prisoners  of  war.  Tin 
fact  that  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Adairs,  in  his  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Reynolds,  designated  the  negroes  as  the  slaves  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  i 
in  nowise  at  variance  with  the  allegations  of  the  undersigned,  that  they 
are  m tact  prisoners  of  war.  In  a war  between  this  and  any  other  roun 
try,  or  against  incendiary  abolitionists,  what  humane  owner  of  slaves  i 
there  among  us  that  would  not  be  manfully  aided  in  the  war  by  even 
active,  intelligent  black  man  owned  by  him  r In  war  with  England.  w« 
have  seldom  taken  prisoners  in  battle  (or,  as  is  most  common,  alter  a 
battle)  without  finding  among  them  some  servants  unarmed,  who  haw 
uniformly  been  considered  as  much  in  the  light  of  prisoners  of  war,  as  ii 
they  had  been  common  soldiers,  and  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
There  are,  perhaps,  few  instances  on  record  where  the  forces  of  savage 
nations  have  ever  surrendered  to  the  victor,  or  otherwise  been  taken  with 
arms  in  their  hands.  Their  constant  practice  has  been  to  throw  away  01 
conceal  their  arms,  when  so  entirely  subdued  as  to  he  induced  to  surrender. 

It  is  in  proof  that  Major  General  Jesup,  commanding  in  Florida,  consid- 
ered these  negroes  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  so  designated  them  in  his  or- 
ders and  official  correspondence. 

3.  The  decision  of  the  court  is  contrary  to  the  testimony  before  the 
court.  It  is  clearly  proven  by  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the 
court,  as  well  as  by  the  testimony  of  Captain  Allen,  that  the  charge  and 
control  of  the  Indians  and  negroes  in  (juCStiOii  were  confided  to  Lieuten- 
ant Reynolds  of  the  marine  corps.  And,  although  the  undersigned  has 
repeatedly  alleged  (what  is  obviously  in  proof  before  the  court)  that  he  is 
not  in  possession  of  the  negroes,  that  they  are  not  under  his  control ; and 
that  lie  has  no  reason  to  believe  they  ever  will  be  in  his  possession,  or 
under  his  control ; he  is,  nevertheless,  as  he  conceives,  lawlessly  taxed  with 
this  vexatious  investigation ; and  lawlessly  threatened  with  heavy  dam- 
ages and  costs,  aud  forced  to  be  the  defendant  in  this  case,  without  any 
legal  or  rational  grounds  of  action  against  him.  He  is,  indeed,  author- 
ized, in  virtue  of  his  official  station,  as  major  general  commanding  the 
western  division  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  to  bear  true  faith  and 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  serve  them  honestly 
and  faithfully  against  their  enemies  and  opposers  whomsoever,  and  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  &c.  Under  this  official 
pledge,  which  he  has  made  upon  oath,  he  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
afford  to  every  officer  of  the  army  near  him  whatever  facilities  may  be 
necessary  and  proper  to  enable  them  to  perform  whatever  duty  is  confided 
to  them  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  this  au- 
thority, the  undersigned  ordered  Major  Clark  to  furnish  transportation  for 
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enabling  Lieutenant  R»*yuo!cJs,  and  tin; «>lhoor$  on  duty  with  him,  to  ran- 
vev  the  prisoners  of  war  to  the  place  o|  their  destination  in  the  western 
division. 

But  it  seems  tin*  learned  counsel  for  tin.*  c laimant  had  lUttlered  himseli 
with  the  persuasion  that  the  itiulei sillied  would  make  the  most  convenient 
am  accommodating  defendant  imaginable;  he  was  expected  to  filler 
the  responsibility"  of  doing  whatever  the  voracious  claimant  might  de- 
sire, without  coining  into  this  honorable  court.  The  undersigned  will 
here  take  leave  to  apprize  the  court,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, that  he  has  never  hesitated  to  assume  the  responsibility  o!  doing 
his  duty,  or  of  doing  justice  ; hut  he  1ms  not  yet  learned,  whilst  acting  in 
his  official  capacity,  upon  oath,  or  upon  honor,  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  doing  that  which  is  repugnant  to  law.  unjust,  and  iniquitous,  as  he 
verily  believes  any  favor  shown  to  this  claim  for  the  sixty-seven  slaves 
in  question  would  be. 

There  is  no  principle  of  the  laws  of  war  better  established  than  that 
all  prisoners  of  war  are  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  victor;  or,  sn 
other  words,  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  nation  capturing  them,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  lint,  even 
it  the  negroes  in  question  had  been  found  detached  from  the  belligerants 
during  the  whole  of  the  war,  peaceable,  and  in  all  respects  non-combat- 
ants, they  could  not  lawfully  be  taken  out  of  the  custody  ot  the  officers 
intrusted  by  die  President  with  their  safe-keeping,  as,  being  of  a descrip- 
tion of  property  which  they  might  possibly  have  captured  from  our  own 
citizens,  it  would,  in  that  case,  become  the  duty  of  the  President  to  retain 
in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  agents  the  custody  of  the  property  until 
all  who  should  have  sustained  losses  could  have  an  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting their  claims;  to  the  end  that  the  claims  of  all  should  be  fairly  set- 
tled, and  a just  distribution  be  made  to  the  rightful  owners;  or,  if  the 
claims  to  the  whole,  ora  part,  be  found  fraudulent,  as  that  here  set  forth 
is  deemed  to  he,  the  prop  rty  left  without  other  claim  than  that  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  should  revert  to  the  United  States,  as  a small  remunera- 
tion for  the  untold  millions  expended  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  1 
am  told  that  the  United  States  disclaim  the  right  to  hold  property  of  this 
description,  I reply,  that  they  have  a right  guarantied  by  the  first  law  of 
nature,  as  well  as  the  laws  of  war,  to  hold  these  Indians  and  negroes  us 
prisoners  for  life ; and  I feel  confident  that  the  wisest  and  most  humane 
disposition  that  could  possibly  be  made  of  every  Indian  and  negro  of 
these  miserable  bands,  would  be  to  place  them  in  a penitentiary,  put 
them  to  work,  and  never  liberate  them  until  they  are  not  only  civilized, 
but  made  thoroughly  acquainted  with  such  of  the  mechanic  arts  as  will 
enable  them  to  be  useful  and  exemplary  citizens. 

From  the  decisipn  in  this  case,  the  court  appears  to  labor  under  the 
impression  that  the  negroes  in  question  were  captured  by  the  Seminole 
Indians  in  the  course  of  their  hostile  incursions  upon  our  frontier  inhab- 
itants. Is  this  the  fact?  The  undersigned  will  answer  for  the  learned 
counsel  on  the  opposite  side  that  he  will  never  have  the  temerity  to 
assert  that  they  are  among  the  number  taken  from  our  frontier  inhabit- 
ants in  the  present,  or  in  any  former  war.  He  will,  no  doubt,  in  due 
time  admit  that  his  client  is  a Creek  Indian,  who,  like  his  claim,  is  among 
the  basest  of  the  base,  and  the  vilest  of  the  vile  ! The  Seminole  Indians 
aro  doubtless,  as  the  court  supposes,  very  atrocious ; not,  however,  more 
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so  than  our  enemy  ol' the  years  1812,  ’13,  ’l*i.  England,  a.  civilized  nation, 
employed  the  savages  near  us  to  murder  our  frontier  inhabitants.  But, 
without  stopping  to  estimate  the  relative  atrocity  of  the  character  of  our 
enemies,  it  is  enough  that  we  should  know  we  owe  it  In  our  men  seIJ- 
rcspcct  to  do  justice  to  all,  and  conform  to  the  law  of  the  land  'rd  the 
Jaws  of  war. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  with  a hope  that  the  negroes  .nay 
be  left  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  and  that  the  undersigned  may 
be  released  from  this  suit  at  the  cost  of  die  plaintiff. 

EDM  UN  J)  P.  GAINES, 

Major  General  United  Stales  *lnny. 

New  Orleans  May  15.  1838.  A true  copy: 

.1.  (’.  REID,  2d  Jjicutenant  5/ h Infantry. 

True  copy : 


R.  JONES,  . Idjnlanl  Genera/. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  i IJJ'airs,  February  22,  IS33. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  direction  to  report  on  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  28th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  the  negroes  and  other  property  captured  from  the  hostile  Indians  in 
the  course  of  the  present  war  in  Florida,  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
copies  of  all  the  papers  in  this  office  bearing  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 

lion.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  I Far. 


Wa U DeI’A RT.M ENT, 

Office  Indian  elffiairs,  May  5,  1837. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  Stli  of  March,  and  1st  and  15th  ultimo,  addressed  to  me ; and,  also,  by 
reference  tot  this  ollice,  the  following  letters  from  you,  viz:  of  the  (it li  of 
March  last,iaddrcssed  to  the  Adjutant  General,  accompanied  by  a copy 
of  the  articles  of  a convention  entered  into  with  the  Seminole  nation  of 
Indians,  at  Camp  Dade,  ou  the  (>th  of  March,  1S37;  of  the  18th  of  March 
last,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant  General,  with  a copy  of  the  approval,  by 
Micauopy,  of  said  articles ; and  of  the  Dili  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War:  and  I am  charged  with  the  duty  of  returning  answers  to 
such  portions  of  those  communications  as  fall  within  the  scope  of  the 
duties  confided  to  this  ollice. 

In  the  first  place,  I liavo  to  assure  you  that,  so  far  as  the  action  of  this 
ollice  is  required  to  carry  into  full  eliect  the  stipulations  of  the  articles  of 
the  convention,  its  prompt  co-operation  may  be  depended  upon,  and  all 
the  means  under  its  control  will  be  brought  into  operation,  upon  the  re- 
quisite information  being  oommunieated. 

The  importance  of  preventing  the  interference  of  the  whites  with  the 
Indians,  or  with  their  negroes,  is  fully  appreciated  by  this  Department, 
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and  I am  directed  lo  say  10  you  that  it  must  not  be  permitted,  under  any 
pretence  whatever.  Arrest  and  detention  of  any  of  the  Seminoles  would 
he  a violation  of  the  i ti  des  of  the  convention,  and  niav  be  resisted  by 
any  proper  and  legal  means  at  your  disposal. 

'The  preliminary  measures  to  removal  West,  it  is  expected,  will  be  te- 
dious and  expensive;  it  is,  however,  of  great  importance  to  the  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  of  the  operation  of  removal,  that  they  should  be  attended 
to  with  .all  possible  accuracy.  These  measures  include,  among  others, 
the  process  of  valuation  of  their  cattle  and  ponies. 

This  office  will  depend  upon  you  to  make  all  the  necessary  arrangc- 
men’s  for  this  service,  and  that  you  will  cause  proper  rolls  to  be  made, 
exhibiting  the  names  of  the  proprietors  or  owners,  the  description  of  the 
property,  the  value,  &c.,  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  u Reg- 
ulation for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  Indians.”  The  rolls  being 
prepared,  should  he  forwarded  to  tins  office  as  important  documents  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  payment  of  claims,  tint!  as  data  upon  which 
to  found  a call  fcr  the  necessary  appropriations  by  Congress:  there  being 
none  at  present  applicable  to  this  object. 

In  regard  to  your  remark,  that  a few  thousand  dollars  distributed  among 
the  chiefs  of  energy  and  inlluencc  would  have  a good  effect,  I have  to 
observe,  that  I do  not  see  how  this  can  he  properly  done:  but  the  object 
may,  perhaps,  be  elfccted  by  employing  such  of  them  as  can  render  elli- 
cient  service  as  assistant  agents  in  the  removal,  paying  them  such  sums 
as  their  services  arc  worth.  This  yon  arc  authorized  to  do. 

Soon  as  they  can  he  prepared,  you  will  be  furnished  with  revised  regu- 
lations concerning  the  emigration  of  Indians  ; and  I trust  I shall  be  justi- 
fied in  urging  upon  you  the  importance  of  strict  adherence,  by  the  oliicers 
charged  by  you  with  the  removal  of  the  Seminoles,  to  these  regulations; 
and  I have  to  request  that  you  will  give  instructions  therefor. 

Of  the  appropriations  applicable  to  the  emigration  of  the  Seminoles, 
$9,000  were  deposited  in  the  Manhattan  Bank,  in  New  York,  to  your 
credit,  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Harris,  of  which  von  were  advised  from  this 
office;  and  $75,000  were  remitted  to  your  credit  at  Mobile  and  New  Or- 
leans on  the  23d  of  March  last:  in  addition  to  these,  there  is  the  sum  of 
$154,000  applicable  to  this  service.  Your  drafts,  or  those  of  the  office 
charged  with  disbursement,  upon  ibis  office,  will  be  paid  to  the  amount 
of  the  last-mentioned  sum. 

I have  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  to  this  olliee  the  names  of 
the  different  officers  who  may  be  detailed  by  you  for  duty  in  this  removal, 
the  nature  of  their  several  duties,  and  a copy  of  your  instructions  to  them. 

Your  views  in  relation  to  the  Seminole  women  living  with  the  Spanish 
fishermen,  mentioned  by  you,  arc  approved  by  this  Department.  These 
women  will  not  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  treaty,  being  still 
members  of  the  Seminole  nation,  and  will  therefore  be  removed  with  it. 

In  relation  to  the  negroes  captured  by  the  Seminoles,  and  to  be  surren- 
dered, I am  directed  to  say  that  your  arrangement  for  having  them  de- 
livered to  the  commanding  officers  of  posts  on  the  St.  John’s  is  approved;  and 
you  will  give  proper  instructions  for  their  subsistence  while  in  custody  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government.  It  is  desirable  that  they  should  not  be  kept 
in  custody  of  the  Government  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  but 
they  must  so  remain  until  proper  measures  arc  matured  for  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  owners  and  delivery  to  them.  For  this  purpose  I am  direct- 
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ed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request  that  you  will  cause  a registry  to 
be  made  of  aii  the  negroes  which  shall  be  surrendered,  showing  the  names 
of  the  negroes;  the  place  where,  and  the  officer  to  whom  surrendered;  the 
ages,  as  near  as  practicable,  and  sex,  and  when  and  where  captured,  if 
those  facts  can  be  ascertained ; and  the  names  of  the  supposed  owners, 
and  any  other  information  which  can  be  useful.  This  document  you  will 
please  to  forward  to  this  office,  together  with  your  views  as  to  the  proper 
course  to  be  pursued  in  their  final  disposal,  and  for  their  present  keeping. 

Captain  Batman  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Captain  Page  in  the 
superintendency  of  the  Creek  emigration.  The  latter  has  been  instructed 
from  this  office  that  it  is  desired  that  he  should  superintend  the  removal 
of  the  Seminoles,  and  that  he  will  do  h,  provided  it  will  not  be  incom- 
patible with  other  duties  with  which  he  is  charged,  and  cf  which  he  will 
be  the  sole  judge.  Should  Captain  Page  determine  that  he  can  consist- 
ently engage  in  the  service  with  the  Seminoles,  he  will  forthwith  proceed 
to  Tampa  Bay  for  that  purpose. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

U.  S.  Army  commanding,  Tampa  Bay , Florida. 


War  Department, 

May  6,  1837. 

Sir:  I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  April,  convey- 
ing the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  war  in  Florida  is  over,  unless  re- 
newed by  the  imprudence  and  violence  of  the  white  inhabitants  of  that 
Territory.  From  such  a danger  it  is  believed  that  your  prudence  and 
firmness  will  preserve  the  country. 

Your  distribution  of  the  forces  which  are  judged  necessary  to  be  re- 
tained in  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  frontier  inhabitants, 
and  your  intention  to  withdraw  others  from  posts  deemed  unhealthy,  early 
in  the  month  of  June,  are  approved. 

Very,&c. 

J.  R.  POINSETT, 

Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

U.  S.  Army  commanding , Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 


War  Department, 

May  25 , 1837. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
8th  instant,  with  its  enclosures. 

I concur  entirely  in  the  opinion  you  have  expressed,  that  the  claim  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Gould,  as  the  attorney  of  Josiah  Dupont’s  heirs,  is  embraced 
by  the  provisions  of  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Seminoles  of 
May  9th,  1832.  The  parties  must  be  aware  of  this,  as  it  appears  from  a 
report  received  from  General  Thompson,  in  1835,  that  they  presented  to 
him  evidence  in  support  of  it.  which  he  transmitted  to  this  Department. 
This  report  will  be  soon  acted  upon,  and  when  the  Department  is  in  pos- 
6 


. 

• . ; 

; ' ' 

...  - ■ 


42 


Dor.  No.  225. 


session  of  all  the  claims  and  necessary  information,  the  sum  stipulated  to 
be  paid  will  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  the  aggregate  amount  of  them 
may  render  necessary. 

You  can  communicate  these  views  to  the  persons  interested,  with  an  as- 
surance that  no  measure  taken  now,  in  relation  to  their  slaves  or  negroes, 
will  affect  injuriously  any  just  claim  against  the  Seminoles;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Government  cannot  permit  discussion  of  individual  rights 
to  interfere  with  a prompt  and  peaceable  removal  of  these  Indians. 

Very,  &c. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Major  General  T.  S.  Jesup, 

Tampa  Bay . Florida. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Jiff  airs,  March  22,  1838. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant, 
relative  to  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  Seminoles  under  your  charge, 
which  were  detained  by  Major  Zantzinger. 

In  reply,  I have  to  instruct  you  that  all  of  these  negroes,  which  are  the 
property  of  the  Indians,  are  to  be  removed  with  them,  and  to  constitute 
a portion  of  the  emigrating  party  for  all  the  purposes  of  transportation 
and  subsistence.  You  will,  therefore,  take  immediate  measures  to  annex 
them  to  your  party. 

By'  a report  from  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Freeman,  4th  artillery,  who  has 
been  put  in  charge  of  the  Seminoles  and  negroes  now  and  to  be  assem- 
bled at  Fort  Jupiter,  dated  1st  instant,  this  department  is  informed  that 
5 Seminole  Indians,  and  132  negroes  belonging  to  Seminoles,  have 
been  sent  from  that  post  to  Tampa  Bay  for  emigration.  You  will  con- 
sider it  your  duty  to  call  at  Tampa,  receive  this  party,  and  convey  it  to 
the  West,  with  the  detachment  now  at  New  Orleans.  You  will,  also, 
bear  in  mind  that  your  instructions  require  you  to  gather  in  such  other 
parties  as  are  collected  at  other  points  on  the  west  side  of  the  peninsula, 
if  any'  there  are,  where  it  can  be  done  with  due  regard  to  economy  and 
despatch  in  the  service  committed  to  y'ou. 

Very,  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

New  Orleans  Louisiana. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs , March  22,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
communicating  to  this  office  a copy  of  the  order  of  Major  General  Jesup, 
assigning  you  to  the  charge  of  the  Seminoles  and  negroes  assembling  at 
Fort  Jupiter,  and  a roll  of  Indians  and  negroes  sent  from  that  post  to 
Tampa  Bay  for  emigration. 

Instructions  have  been  issued  from  this  department  to  Lieutenant  J. 
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G.  Reynolds,  United  States  nun  me  corps,  charged  with  the  removal  ot 
the  Seminoles  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  take  the  Indians  and 
negroes  at  Tampa  (mentioned  by  you)  into  his  detachment,  and  carry 
them  to  the  West.  I have  to  request  that  you  will  continue  to  make 
regular  weekly  reports  to  tins  oliice  of  all  your  proceedings,  and  commit 
nicate  every  circumstance  which  may  occur,  which  you  deem  of  impor- 
tance for  this  office  to  be  acquainted  with. 

V<  y,  &.c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS. 

Lieut.  W.  G.  Frllman, 

Fort  Jupiter , East  Florida. 


Wak  Department, 

Offi  cc  Indian  Affairs,  May  I,  1533. 

Sir  ; I have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  and  decision  ot 
the  Department,  a question  that  has  been  presented  by  the  superintend 
ent  of  the  Western  Territory. 

In  September  last  General  Jesup  advised  the  Department  that  he  had 
purchased  from  the  Creek  warriors  all  the  negroes  (about  SO  in  number) 
captured  by  them,  for  SS,000,  and  this  purchase  was  approved  on  the 
7th  of  October.  At  a subsequent  date,  he  wrote  that  he  had  supplied 
Lieutenant  Searle  with  funds,  and  directed  him  to  make  the  payment.  It 

is  believed,  however,  that  the  warriors  refused  to  take  ihe  sum  named  ; 

Lieutenant  Searle  having  made  no  such  payment,  and  the  delegation  here 
asserting  that  they  never  received  it.  It  is  now  asked  whether  they  will 
be  permitted  to  take  the  negroes,  or  be  paid  their  value  ? It  was  suggest- 
ed by  General  Jesup,  that  the  consideration  for  the  captives  would  be  a 
proper  charge  on  the  Seminole  annuity.  But  tins  would  deprive  the 
friendly  portion,  who  have  emigrated,  of  what  they  are  justly  and  by  law 
entitled  to,  and,  to  a certain  extent,  would  be  paying  the  Creeks  with 

their  own  money ; for  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Semi- 

noles, of  May  9,  1S32,  provides  that  the  annuities  then  granted  shall  be 
added  to  the  Creek  annuities,  and  the  whole  amount  be  so  divided  that 
the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Seminole  Indians  may  receive  their  equita- 
ble proportion  of  the  same,  as  members  of  the  Creek  confederation.  In- 
dependently of  this  ditliculty,  I would  respectfully  suggest  whether  there 
are  not  other  objections  to  the  purchase  of  these  negroes  by  the  United 
States.  It  seems  to  me  that  a proposition  to  Congress  to  appropriate 
money  to  pay  for  them  and  for  their  transportation  to  Africa,  could  its  au- 
thority for  that  course  be  obtained,  or  for  any  other  disposition  of  them, 
would  occasion  great  and  extensive  excitement.  Such  a relation  assumed 
by  the  United  States,  for  however  laudable  an  object,  would,  it  appears 
probable,  place  the  country  in  no  enviable  attitude,  especially  at  this 
juncture,  when  the  public  mind  here  and  elsewhere  is  so  sensitive  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery.  The  alternative  would  seem  to  be  td  delivef  the 
negroes  to  the  Creeks,  as  originally  agreed  on.  The  subject  involves  so 
many  delicate  considerations,  that  I respectfully  invite  your  attention  to 
it,  and  your  direction  as  to  the  answer  to  be  given  to  the  delegation  now 
in  the  city. 
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As  early  a decision  of  this  question  as  practicable  is  very  desirable,  the 
Indians  intending  to  leave  this  place  in  four  or  five  days,  and  being  anx- 
ious that  this  matter  should  be  disposed  of  before  they  go. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Captain  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.  If  it  should  be  determined  to  deliver  them  to  the  Creeks,  I would 
suggest,  as  the  opinion  of  this  office,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  for  them 
to  be  taken  to  the  country  west ; and  that,  so  far  as  the  Department  may 
of  right  interfere  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  disposition  of  them,  it  should 
endeavor  to  have  it  effected  in  some  other  mode. 

C.  A.  H. 


War  Department; 

Office  Indian  Affairs , May  2,  183S. 

Sir  : By  an  agreement  made  by  General  Jesup  with  the  Cieek  chiefs, 
In  August,  1836,  the  warriors  raised  to  serve  with  the  army  in  Florida 
were  to  receive  $10,000  when  their  term  of  service  expired.  They  were 
also  to  receive  $20  for  each  negro  taken  from  the  Seminoles,  anu  belong- 
ing to  white  persons.  These  amounted  in  number  to  about  120.  Both 
these  engagements  remain  unfulfilled,  and  I have  respectfully  to  ask  your 
direction  as  to  the  mode  of  procuring  the  funds  to  comply  with  them,  and  of 
making  the  distribution.  There  are  no  appropriations  under  the  control  of 
this  office  which  can  properly  be  applied.  The  delegation  of  Creeks  now 
in  this  city  request  as  speedy  a decision  of  this  question  as  may  be  con- 
venient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Cornmissioner. 

Captain  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs , May  5,  1838. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  that  the  negroes  belonging  to 
the  Seminoles,  and  captured  by  the  warriors  in  Florida,  shall  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  delegation  now  in  this  city.  But,  before  this  can  be 
carried  into  full  effect,  it  will  be  necessary  to  be  satisfied  that  the  warriors 
have  not  received  the  $8,000  promised  in  the  agreement  with  General 
Jesup;  to  ascertain  accurately  their  number  and  identity,  and  the  claims  of 
cit^ens  upon  any  of  them.  For  all  to  which  such  claims  can  be  estab- 
lished $20  each  will  be  allowed.  From  the  information  now  Here,  the 
number  is  supposed  to  be  between  sixty  and  seventy;  the  original  num- 
ber having  been  reduced  by  sickness.  All  the  facts  herein  indicated  will 
be  required  as  «arly  as  practicable,  but  some  time  must  necessarily 
elapse.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Department  that  it  will  be  impolitic  to 
take  these  negroes  west,  and  that  they  should  be  otherwise  disposed  of. 
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Any  arrangement  the  delegation  may  make  respecting  them,  and  submit 
to  this  office,  will  be  sanctioned,  and  instructions  given  for  such  action  as 
may  be  proper  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

Very,  &c. 

C,  A.  HARRIS. 

Capt.  William  Armstrong,  Jf'asli>ngfnn. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  9,  183S. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of  a communication  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  has  received  his  approval,  in  relation  to  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
give  your  assistance  and  co-operation  in  carrying  the  instructions  therein 
given  into  full  effect.  Very,  &£• 

C.  A.  HARRIS  , Commissioner. 

Capt.  P.  Morrison, 

Tampa  Bay , Florida. 

[Same  to  Lieutenant  J.  G.  Reynolds,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.] 

[Duplicate  of  this  handed  to  Mr.  Collins  for  delivery.] 


War  Department, 

- Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  9,  1S36. 

Sir  : The  decision  made  a few  days  since,  that  the  negroes  captured 
by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida  should,  in  compliance  with  the  engage- 
ment of  General  Jesup,  be  delivered  to  the  delegation  now  here,  has  been 
communicated  to  them,  with  the  intimation  that,  when  they  had  deter- 
mined what  disposition  would  be  made  of  them,  and  communicated  in- 
formation of  the  same  to  this  department,  the  necessary  orders  would  be 
issued.  In  a communication  just  received  from  the  delegation,  they  state 
they  have  appointed  Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  of  Alabama,  their  attorney  in 
fact  to  receive  the  negroes.  I have  the  honor  to  request  that  an  order 
may  be  issued  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Pike,  to  Major  Isaac 
Clark,  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  commanding  officer  in  Florida,  and  to  any 
other  officer  who  may  have  charge  of  them,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Collins  all 
the  negroes  in  question.  He  will,  of  course,  hold  them  subject  to  the 
lawful  claims  of  all  white  persons.  Abram  and  his  family  should  be  ex- 
cepted, in  consequence  of  a promise  made  by  General  Jesup.  The  offi- 
cers should  be  instructed  to  exercise  due  caution,  so  as  to  deliver  only 
those  captured  by  the  Creeks.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  it  appears, 
from  a letter  received  from  Lieutenant  Sloan,  that  these  Indians  refused 
to  receive  the  #8,000  offered  them  under  the  direction  of  General  Jesup 
for  their  interest  in  these  negroes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 

Commissioner. 

Capt.  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secret arv  of  I Far. 


- 
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War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Jiff  airs , May  9,  IS3S. 

Sir:  Having  been  notified  by  the  Creek  delegation  that  they  have  ap- 
pointed you  their  agent  and  attorney  in  tact  to  receive  the  negroes  cap- 
tured by  their  warriors  in  Florida,  which,  by  the  decision  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  are  to  be  delivered  up  to  them  in  conformity  to  the  agree- 
ment made  with  them  by  General  Jesup,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith.,  the  copy  of  a communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
subject,  which  has  received  his  approval.  * Orders  will  be  given  to  the 
officers  therein  named  to  carry  the  measure  into  effect,  in  conformity  to 
the  recommendation.  Captain  Morrison,  superinmnaent  Seminole  emi- 
gration. at  Tampa  Bay,  and  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  engaged  in  removing 
a party  of  the  same,  at  New  Orleans,  have  been  instructed  to  assist  and 
co-operate  in  the  matter.  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a list 
of  negroes  captured  by  General  Jesup,  which,  ii  is  believed,  embraces 
the  negroes  to  which  the  Creeks  are  entitled;  but,  as  this  is  not  certain, 
much  caution  should  be  used  in  identifying  them.  It  is  supposed  that  all 
these  negroes,  now  .'Jive,  are  at  Fort  Pike  ; but  some,  of  them  may  be  at 
Tampa  Bay,  or  other  places:  it  will  be  for  you  to  find  them.  No  ex- 
pense, of  any  nature  whatever,  growing  out  of  this  matter,  will  he  paid 
by  the  United  States. 

Very,  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 

Commissioner. 

Nathaniel  F.  Collins, 

Now  in  Washington,  I).  C. 


War  Department, 

Offcc  Indian  Affairs,  May  11,  1838. 

Sir:  By  a letter  from  Major  T.  Clark,  United  States  quartermaster  at 
New  Orleans,  dated  the  1st  instant,  I am  informed  of  the  sickly  condition 
of  the  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  left  by  you  at  New  Orleans,  and 
that  orders  had  been  given  to  him  by  General  Gaines,  in  your  absence, 
to  despatch  them  forthwith  to  Little  Rock  ; and  that,  in  pursuance  thereof, 
he  should  proceed  to  make  the  arrangements  and  incur  the  expenditures 
consequent  thereupon,  but  that  he  is  destitute  of  funds  for  this  purpose. 

This  determination  of  Major  Clark  has  been  approved  by  this  office, 
and  his  expenditures  ther*"in  will  he  assumed,  and  proper  measures  taken 
to  meet  them.  The  most  feasible  method  of  doing  this  is,  as  it  appears 
tc  me,  that  you  should  assume  Major  Clark’s  contracts,  and  make  the  re- 
quired disbursements  from  funds  in  your  hands ; and  you  are  requested 
so  to  do.  If  other  arrangements  are  requisite  to  meet  the  payments,  you 
will  make  it  known  immediately. 

Major  Clark  has  been  furnished  with  a copy  of  this  letter. 

Very,  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 

Commissioner. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Reynolds,  New  Orleans , La. 
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War  Department, 


Office  Indian  dJffairs,  May  11,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  re- 
lating to  the  party  of  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  left  by  Lieutenant 
Reynolds  at  New  Orleans. 

The  circums  ances  stated  by  you  were  wholly  unlooked  for  and  unex- 
pected by  this  office;  and  it  was  supposed  that  before  the  da'.e  of  yours, 
this  party  would  have  been  despatched  from  New  Orleans. 

The  course  which  you  propose  in  this  emergency  is  approved,  and  suit- 
able provisions  will  be  made  to  meet  any  expenditures  you  may  incur. 

The  first,  and  as  it  appears  to  me  the  most  feasible  method  of  doing 
this,  is  to  have  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  who  will  undoubtedly  be  soon  at 
New  Orleans, and  who  is  supplied  with  funds,  assume  your  contracts,  and 
make  payments  accordingly. 

If  this  proposition  shall  not  be  adequate  to  the  emergency,  upon  being 
informed  thereof  a remittance  will  be  made  to  you  of  such  sum  as  you 
shall  require  as  necessary  to  fulfil  your  engagements,  provided  the  state 
of  the  Treasury  will  admit  of  it. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  this  day  adcressed  from  this  olfiee  to  Lieu- 
tenant Reynolds. 

Very,  &c. 


C.  A.  HARRIS. 


Major  I.  Clark, 

Neiv  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  12,  1838. 

Sir  : It  is  represented  to  this  department  that  the  emigration  of  the 
Seminoles,  now  near  New  Orleans,  has  been  impeded  by  claims  set  up  to 
some  of  their  negroes.  I am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request 
that  you  will  give  the  Indians  your  advice  and  assistance,  and  by  all 
proper  and  legal  means  protect  them  from  injustice,  and  from  harassing 
and  improper  interferences  with  their  property  and  persons.  It  is  of  the 
highest  importance  that,  if  possible,  no  impediments  should  be  suffered  to 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  speedy  conveyance  to  their  country  west 
of  Arkansas. 

Very,  &e. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Thomas  Slidell,  > 

District  attorney,  U.  S.  New  Orleans. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  12,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  to-day,  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  3d  instant. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  of  this  date,  to  the  United  States  district 
attorney,  will  show  you  what  measures  have  been  adopted  in  relation  to 
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the  claims  set  up  to  the  Seminole  negroes.  This  is  all  that  this  Depart- 
ment can  do  in  the  matter. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  tha;  any  thing  has  occurred  to  prevent  the 
speedy  emigration  of  these  Indians.  I will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you, 
should  no  emigrating  agent  be  at  New  Orleans,  to  give  all  the  aid  in  your 
power  in  removing  the  difficulties  which  are  thrown  in  their  way. 

Very,  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Major  Isaac  Clabk, 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  May  25,  1838. 

Sir  : In  obedience  to  your  direction,  I have  the  honor  to  report  on  the 
letter  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Downing,  of  the  17th  instant,  and  the  accom- 
panying communication  from  Colonel  Humphreys. 

So  far  as  the  latter  relates  to  negroes  captured  by  the  Creek  warriors, 
in  Florida,  and  who  have  recently  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  dele- 
gation lately  in  this  city,  I have  to  observe  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
action  of  the  Department  is  concluded  by  these  proceedings  and  the  inter- 
val that  has  elapsed ; and  if  an  opposing  title  is  set  up,  the  controversy 
should  be  settled  by  the  judicial  tribunals,  the  more  especially  as  General 
Jesup  has  reported  that  all  the  negroes  captured  by  the  Creeks  and 
claimed  by  whites  were  delivered  nearly  twelve  months  ago.  And, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  other  negroes  captured-  by  the  United  States  troops, 
and  who  have  been  removed,  it  would  seem  to  be  inexpedient  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  interpose  in  the  manner  suggested. 

Very,  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Capt.  S.  Cooper, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  May  26 , 1838. 
Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  and  to  the  com- 
munication of  Colonel  G.  Humphreys,  enclosed  therein,  in  reference  to 
his  fugitive  slaves. 

' Very,  &c. 

J.  R.  POINSETT. 

Hon.  C.  Downing, 

House  of  Representatives. 


' 
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Waii  I)ki\\ UT.'l  1'. .\  1 , 
fJ/Jirc  //idia n . /(/airs.  Jit j/r  .,;i.  l>.m, 

Snt:  I acknowledge  tii«*  iv.vipi  of  your  letter  of  the  sis'  uim::m  h-- 
polling  the  arrival  at  New  Orleans  o!  117  Indians  and  J ! i ; ‘_rr« > s ln<m 
Charleston,  &c. : stating  da*  appointment  m'  William  Nelson  :o  msiMait 
conductor;  and  inquiring  how  your  expenses  in  this  hnsim-.-s  .dial!  In- 
set tied. 

In  reply,  I have  to  inform  you  that.  aerocnblv  to  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed in  my  letter  to  you  ol  the  1 l th  ultimo,  it  is  expected  that  Lieutenant 
Reynolds  will  see  that  yur  expenses  m this  husniess  shall  he  delrayeil. 
as  well  as  those  therein  sp'cilieii.  If  ilii.s  proposal  does  not  meet  vonr 
views,  you  will  please  to  make  it  known,  Unelosed  is  a rojiy  of  a h tter 
from  this  office,  «>l  this  date,  to  Lmutenmt  Reynolds.  Vour  appointment 
of  William  Nelson  as  assistant  eo.iduetor  is  approved. 

Very.  Cdr. 

( . A.  HARRIS.  ( '(>)!'  It!  I S I It . I r r . 

Major  1.  Clark, 

New  Orleans.  Louisiana. 


War  Department, 

Office  Indian  . Iff  airs,  June  *J<>.  1 sms. 

Sir:  I am  informed  hy  Major  Clark,  under  date  of  .‘list  ultimo,  of  tie 
arrival  at  New  Orleans  of  117  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  amt 
that  he  has  despatched  them  to  the  West.  You  will  please  to  assume 
Major  Clark’s  contracts  in  this  business  and  make  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  hy  him.  Yon  are  further  authorized  and  requested  to 
make  such  disbursements  from  the  funds  in  your  hands,  as  may  hereafter 
become  necessary  under  similar  circumstances. 

Very.  &c. 

C.  A.  HARRIS.  ( 'am miss  :or  -r. 

Lieutenant  J.  C>.  Reynolds. 

Caro  of  Major  I.  Clark. 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 


War  Dkpakvmk.n  r, 

Office  Indian  dJffairs , dull/  >‘i.  1 dds. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2£th  ultimo. 
Immediate  measures  will  he  taken  to  supply  you  with  funds  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Seminole  emigration. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  you  have  sent  the  thirty-three  negroes 
to  the  West.  An  inspection  of  your  instructions  will,  I think,  show  you 
that  the  measure  was  one  not  likely  to  suit  the  views  of  this  department. 
The  object  in  delivering  them  to  the  Creeks  within  the  United  States,  was, 
to  prevent  their  being  carried  to  the  country  west,  by  which  it  was  sup- 
posed contentions  and  difficulties  between  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles  would 
be  avoided  and  prevented.  It  is  feared  that  this  object  has  been  frustra- 
ted, and  that  troubles  will  ensue.  It  is  clear  that  the  Creeks  will  not  be 
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s.ti;sfn  (1  if  the  Seimnotcs  retain  them,  nor  will  th<j  hitter  he  cojitent  if  they 
remain  with  the  former. 

Tin*  Serretary  of  War  expressed  ihe  opinion,  in  making  a decision  on 
ihe  subject . that  the  negroes  should  not  be  taken  West  by  the  Creeks  ; and 
the  foundation  of  tin*  opinion  was,  doubtless,  the  belie!  that  they  would  be 
.a  bone  of  contention  between  the  tribes,  and  that  it  was  probable  the 
negroes  would  lorm  a dangerous  population. 

So  far  as  may  be  in  your  power,  you  will  please  ”ive  all  proper  aid  in 
'Tarry  im:  out  the  direction  to  deliver  them  to  the  agent  of  the*  Creeks. 

Very,  &e. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  ( Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  J.  (».  Reynolds. 

In  Jinn  JC/n  in  ratio?).  A cw  Orleans,  ].a. 


W \n  Department, 

Ojjice  Indian  xlffairs,  rlas^usl  27,  1S3S. 

's\r:  » e.nriose  copies  of  two  letters  from  N.  F.  Collins,  Esq.,  (one 
of  tin*  2bth  ultimo,  and  the  other  of  tlie  sth  instant,}  in  relation  to  the 
negroes  which  you  were  directed  to  turn  over  to  him  as  the  agent  of  the 
Creels.  From  these  papers,  and  from  other  information  received  here,  it 
wculd  seem  that  there  has  been  a great  disregard,  if  not  a violation,  ot  the 
orders  of  the  War  Department  m this  matter.  I trust  you  will  lie  able  to 
make  such  explanations  of  your  conduct  a^  will  relieve  you  from  censure. 
A prompt  answer  is  desired. 

It  may  not  he  amiss  to  inform  yon,  that  when  on  duty  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment you  are  hound  to  obey  the  orders  of  no  military  officer,  unless 
you  have  been  placed  under  liis  direction. 

Captain  Morrison  is  the  only  army  oificer  authorized  to  control  your 
mo  vcments. 

Very,  &e. 

C.  A.  HARRIS,  Commissioner. 

Lieutenant  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

New  Orleans. 


W a a Department, 

'Office  Indian  rJ  flairs,  November  15,  IS 38. 

Gentlemen:  1 have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  General  Arhuckle, 
under  date  of  September  28,  a communication,  in  which  he  gives  the  re- 
sult of  his  experience  with  the  Creek  chiefs  on  the  subject  of  the  negroes 
captured  from  the  Seminoles.  It  is  still  deemed  inexpedient  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  military  force  to  recovor  them.  The  department  has, 
therefore,  assented  to  a suggestion  of  Mr.  Collins,  the  attorney  for  the 
Creek  delegation  recently  in  this  city,  that  the  matter  should  be  referred 
to  yon.  I enclose  copies  of  the  material  papers  in  the  case,  and  request 
that  you  will  investigate  the  whole  subject  thoroughly.  If  yon  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  parties  who  now  hold  the  real  interest  in  these  negroes 
are  entitled  to  relief  from  the  United  States,  you  can  insert  a provision  to 
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that  effect  in  the  treaty  you  may  make  with  the  Creeks,  leaving  the  mode 
of  relief  to  the  determination  of  the  President,  to  be  formed  on  your  re- 
port of  the  facts. 

Verv,  So*. 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 

Co,nmissiouer. 

Captain  \V.m.  Armstrong,  and 
General  Aujmjckle, 

Fort  (Fib  son, . lr  konst  is. 


W\u  Department, 

Ojjice  ln(t inn  . IJJttirs,  November  15,  lt?3S. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo.  On  the  J 8 1 1 1 of 
September  General  Arlmckle  advised  this  oilier  that  the  negroes,  who  ban 
been  sent  to  the  country  beyond  the  Missouri,  could  only  be  regained  by 
military  force.  The  reasons  still  exist  that  induced  the  department  no: 
to  authorize  its  employment.  As  Captain  Armstrong  and  himself  have 
been  instructed  to  open  a negotiation  with  the  Creeks,  with  a view  to  the 
final  adjustment  of  all  their  claims  against  the  citizens  or  Government  of 
the  United  States,  copies  of  the  material  papers  relating  to  these  negroes 
will  be  sent  to  them,  with  a request  that  they  will  institute  a thorough  in- 
vestigation, and  report  the  facts,  making  suitable  provision  in  the  treaty 
for  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  whole  business.  The  time  at  which 
they  will  hold  a council  with  the  Indians  for  this  purpose  is  left  to  their 
own  discretion.  On  this  point  and  others  it  may  be  well  for  you  to  cor- 
respond with  them. 

Very,  &c. 

T.  HARTLEY  CRAWFORD. 

N.  F.  Collins,  Esq., 

Tuskegee,  Jllabama. 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Fort  Dade , March  (i,  1S37. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  the  General-in-chief,  that  I have  this  day  entered  into  a conven- 
tion with  the  Seminole  Indians,  by  their  second,  third,  and  fourth  chiefs, 
representing  the  principal  chief  Micanopy  and  the  nation,  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities,  and  the  immediate  removal  of  the  whole  nation  wes: 
of  the  Mississippi.  I enclose  a copy  of  the  convention  or  capitulation, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  I have  granted  to  the  Indians  the  most 
liberal  terms.  This  I considered  the  dictate  of  policy  as  well  as  of  sound 
economy.  To  have  attempted  the  exaction  of  severe  terms  might  have 
led  to  a renewal  of  hostilities,  by  which  millions  might  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  many  valuable  lives  lost  by  exposure  to  the  climate  as  well 
as  to  the  arms  of  the  enemy. 

As  the  Indians  respect  nothing  but  force,  I shall  be  compelled  to  retain 
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t)::»  troops  in  readiness  tor  :?•*! ive  j-emi.v  until  a considerable  'portion  oi 
T . ; >nt,  at  leaM.  take  i!:«  :r  rinr**  for  tiie  West,  which  l 1 k>]»« * wiil  have 
: .-(Mi  done  before  tin-  fuM  of  .May. 

('ho  w.rjon  trains  were  m a givuf  measure  broken  down,  in  consequence 
o'  which  1 ordered  a hundred  mnlcs  from  New  Orleans;  and  the  horses 
o:  the  mounted  men  humg  rendered,  by  the  severe  service  they  have  per 
f irmed,  entirely  until  for  service,  and  mounted  men  being  ti hsohtteiy  ne- 
c**v:ary  to  pursue  the  scattered  bauds  of  Indians,  should  any  o!  them  de- 
termine not  to  come  in.  I ordered  an  oilieer  to  Savannah  to  purchase  lour 
!a  i mi  red  horses.  On  them  I shall  mount  the  dragoons  and  a portion  o' 
the  other  regular  troops,  and  shall  thus  he  aide  to  compel  a lull  execution 
of  the  treaty;  my  depots  being  so  arranged  that  1 can  operate  without, 
•d  any  time,  being  more  than  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  from  supplies. 

1 am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  JESIIIN 
Major  (jcii  'rul.  coy/imundin g 

Brigadier  General  K.  .Iuxe*. 

, Idjutnut  (iewrul.  II  ashinglon  city. 


Cwpitulatiun  of  tin;  Isti;iui  *le  nation  i»|'  Imii.iio  and  t!ioir  allies  \"j  Jinnjior,  Holahtnorhi',  (l* 
l)<\vy.)  anil  V uhoIiHwh*  «•»  nprcsvntin^  the  prim  ipa!  rhiiT  .MLiai.ony,  and  fully  r:npo\v»-rrd  1>> 

: :rn,  entered  into  with  .Major  (ienrr.d  Thomas  S.  desup,  eommandinjj  the  l lilted  States  lorcn 
:r.  Florida,  this  sixth  d:*.\  ot  Mon-h,  one  thousand  eiitht  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Art.  1.  'riit*  e! tiefs  above  named,  in  behalf  of  themselves  ami  the 
: rtion,  agree  tiiat  hostilities  shall  cease  immediately,  and  shall  not  be  re 
aimed. 

Art.  g.  They  agree  and  bind  themselves  that  the  entire  nation  shall 
immediately  emigrate  to  the  country  assigned  to  them  by  the  President  of 
ti:?.  United  States,  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

/ Art.  .3.  Until  they  emigrate,  they  wiil  place  in  the  possession  of  the 
general  commanding  the  troops,  hostages  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  engagements. 

Art.  1.  The  Indians  shall  immediately  withdraw  to  the  south  of  the 
Hillsborough.  Those  ibund  north  of  that  river,  and  a line  drawn  from 
Fort  Foster  due  east  from  it  to  the  ocean,  without  permission  of  the  general 
commanding,  after  the  first  of  April,  will  be  considered  hostile. 

Art!  a.  Major  General  Jesup,  in  behalf  of  the  United  Stales,  agrees 
that  the  Seiniimlcs  and  their  allies,  who  come  in.  and  emigrate  to  the  West, 
shall  be  secure  in  . their  lives  and  property ; that  their  negroes,  their  hona- 
jirfe  property,  slnli  accompany  them  to  the  West  ; and  that  their  cattle 
mid  ponies  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  United  States,  at  a fair  valuation. 

Art.  d.  That  the  expenses  of  the  movement  west  shall  be  paid  by  the 
United  States. 

Art.  7.  That  the  chiefs,  warriors, and  their  families  and  negroes,  shall 
\ i subsisted,  from  the  time  they  assemble  in  camp  near  Tampa  Bay  until 
they  arrive  at  their  homes  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  twelve  months 
thereafter,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Art.  S.  The  chiefs  and  warriors,  with  their  families,  will  assemble  in 
the  camp  to  be  designated  by  the  commanding  general,  as  soon  as  they 
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, "an,  and  at  all  events  by  the  10th  of  April.  Yaholoochee  will  come  in.. I 
once,  with  his  people:  and  tin-  other  towns  will  follow  as  lmt  as  possible. 

Art.  0.  Transports  will  be  ready  to  take  tire  Indians,  with  their  ne- 
groes, oil  to  their  western  homes. 

Art.  10.  Micanopy  will  bo  one  of  the  hostages.  1 1 < * is  to  visit  the 
commanding  general,  and  will  remain  near  him  until  bis  people  are  ready 
to  move. 

Art.  11.  All  the  advantages  secured  to  the  Indians  by  the  treaty  » t 
Payne’s  Landing,  and  not  enumerated  in  the  preceding  articles;  are  here- 
by recognised,  and  are  secured  to  them. 

Signed  at  Camp  Dade,  this  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Signers. 

TH.  S.  JESUP. 

Met}.  Gen.  Com.  Army  of  Hie  South. 
IIOLATOOCIIEE,  or  1)AV:I1),  his  x mark. 
IIOETilLE-MA-TEE,  or  JUMPER,  his  x mark. 
YAIIOLOOCIIEE,  or  CLOUD,  his  X mark. 

JOHN  CA-WY-YA,  his  x mark. 

COTSEE-TUSTAN U CKKEE,  Ins  x mark. 
Representing  IIALPATCII-IIAJO. 

I Vi  l nesses. 

William  G.  Sanders. 

Fitch  W.  Taylor. 

W.  K.  Armistead,  B.  G.  U.  S.  A. 

Arcii.  Henderson,  Col.  M.  C. 

J.  A.  Chambers,  Lt.,  A.  D.  C,.  and  A.  A.  Gen. 

L.  Whiting,  Bt.  Maj.  4th  artillcn j. 

A.  R.  Thompson,  Maj.  6ih  infantry. 

S.  Churchill,  Maj.  3d  artillery,  and  In.  Gen.  army  (ft he  Sunt/.. 
William  M.  Graham,  Capt.  and  Bt.  Maj. 

TnoMAs  Childs,  Capt.  and  Bt.  Maj.  3d  artillery. 

Jno.  A.  Kearny,  Med.  Director. 

R.  A.  Zantzinger,  Maj.  U.  S.  A. 

Samuel  Ringgold,  Capt.  3d  artillery. 

H.  Garner,  Lt.,  A.  D.  C.,and  A.  A.  A.  Gen.  1st  brigade , army  of  tr.c 
South. 

II.  E.  IIeiskell,  Asst.  Surg.  U.  S.  A. 

T.  P.  Andrews,  P.  M.  U.  S.  A. 

R.  A.  Forsyth,  P.  M.  U.  S.  A. 

G.  H.  Cuosman,  A.  Q.  M.  U.  S.  A. 

T.  B.  Linnard,  Lt.  and  A.  D.  C. 

F.  Searle,  Lt.  and  P . C.  army  of  the  South. 

J.  V.  Swearingen,  1st  Lt.  6 th  injantry. 

W.  Hoffman,  1.5/  Lt.  6 th  infantry. 

W.  Dulany,  Capt.  M.  C. 

J.  Twiggs,  Capt.  M.  C. 

J.  M.  Washington,  Capt.  4th  artillery. 
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W.  W.  Morris.  Mt.j.  C.  volunteers. 

J.  II.  Semper,  Lt.  3 d U.  S.  artillery. 

Enwn.  Rose,  Lt.  3d  artillery. 

J.  H.  Dri  m,  Lt.  Ath  artillery. 

B.  M.  Byrne.  . /.  .S'.  t . .S’.  . j. 

E.  II.  A da  die,  . S.  U.  S.  .7. 

H.  Sevier,  U7  Lt.  6th  infantry. 

W.  M.  Walker,  V.  S.  .7. 

J.  Conrad,  Lt.  6lh  infantry. 

F.  E.  Hi  nt,  Lt.  Ath  artillery . 

A.  Epson,  Lt.  of  marines. 

I\  V.  Hagner,  Lt.  1 st  artillery. 

The  above  is  a true  cope  : 

T.  B.  MNNARD.  Lt.  and  .7.  I).  C. 


1 1 K A PHI’ A RTERS,  ARMY  OF  TIIE  SoCTH. 

Fort  Dade , March  18,  1S37. 

Sir  : The  principal  chief  of  the  Seminolcs,  Micanopy,  is  with  me;  lie 
has  been  here  since  the  evening  before  Inst.  To-day  he  approved  the 
convention  entered  into  bv  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  chiefs  of  the  nation 
on  the  <>th  instant,  which  l had  the  honor  to  send  under  cover  of  my  letter  of 
that  date.  He  requests  that  Captain  Page  may  be  allowed  to  accompany 
iiis  people  to  the  West,  if  the  captain  can  be  spared  from  his  present  duties 
with  the  Creek  Indians.  The  service  might  be  benefited  by  attaching 
him  to  this  service.  Captain  Bateman,  who  is  now  in  the  Creek  country, 
could  take  his  place,  and  Hopoethleyoholo  has  applied  to  the  President  to 
have  that  oliieer  continued  in  the  Creek  emigrating  service. 

Several  Mickasuky  Indians  have  come  to  camp  to-day.  Micailopv  has 
heard  from  the  chief  of  that  band,  Abi-a-ca,  (Sam  Jones,)  also  from  Oceola, 
(Powell.)  Those  chiefs  are  both  between  Apapkaandthe  St.  John’s;  and 
Micanopy  and  Alligator  have  no  doubt  of  bringing  them  in  early  next 
month — perhaps  sooner. 

I now,  for  the  first  time,  have  allowed  myself  to  believe  the  war  at  an 
end.  The  same  errors,  however,  that  renewed  the  war  in  Alabama, 
would  renew  it  here — I mean  the  imprudent  violence  of  the  citizens. 
Should  they  attempt  to  seize  any  of  the  Indians,  either  as  criminals  or  as 
debtors,  the  scenes  of  the  last  year  will  be  renewed.  If  it  should  become 
necessary  to  protect  them  from  such  annoyance,  I shall  not  hesitate  to 
declare  martial  law,  and  send  every  individual  not  connected  with  the 
public  service  out  of  the  country. 

I now  hold  the  troops  in  such  a position  as  to  produce  the  best  military 
erfecl.  I can  operate  in  any  direction  from  this  point,  and  never  be  more 
than  thirty-five  to  fifty  miles  from  a depot.  Should  the  Indians  not  act 
in  good  faith,  I shall  be  able  to  attack  them  on  either  side  of  me  in  from 
three  to  five  days;  with  mounted  men,  in  much  less  time. 

I enclose  a copy  of  the  instrument  signed  by  Micanopy.  confirming 
what  had  been  done  by  the  chicfe  who  represented  him  and  the  nation. 

Micanopy  informed  me  last  night  that  he  had  never  consented  before 
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to  emigrate;  but  he  now  believed  the  Great  Spirit  had  so  ordered  that  he 
should  leave  the  land  of  his  fathers,  and  he  submitted  cheerfully. 

I shall  discharge,  in  a few  days,  a battalion  of  Alabama  draughts.  They 
were  called  into  service  when  our  prospects  were  most  gloomy,  but  they 
have  rendered  no  other  service  than  to  aid  in  protecting  the  train  net  ween 
Tampa  and  the  several  interior  depots.  They  brought  the  measles  with 
them,  and  have  in  consequence  been  entirely  inefficient. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TII.'S.  JESUP,  Maj.  Gen.  Comdg. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  Jones, 

Adjutant  Gen.,  Washington  city. 


I,  Micanopy,  principal  chief  of  the  Seminole  nation  of  Indians,  having 
had  read  and  fully  explained  to  me  certain  “articles  of  capitulation,”  en- 
tered into  on  the  6th  day  of  March,  1S37,  at  Fort  Dade,  Florida,  be!\»  een 
Major  General  Jesup,  of  the  United  States  army,  for  and  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  Hoethle-ma-tee,  (Jumper.)  Holatoochee,  Yahcloo- 
chee,  (Cloud,)  Halpatcli-hajo,  &c.,  my  representatives,  do  hereby  fully 
acknowledge  and  confirm  every  article  of  the  same. 

Given  at  Fort  Dade,  Florida,  this  ISth  day  of  March,  1S37. 

MICANOPY,  his  -j-mark. 


in  t nesses. 

S.  Chukchill,  Major,  and  Acting  Inspector  Genera/ 

Army  of  the  South. 

J.  A.  Chambers,  Lieut.,  A.  D.  C.,  and  A.  A.  General 

Army  of  the  South. 

T.  B.  Linnard,  Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp. 

WM.  M.  G raham,  Copt,  and  B.  Maj.,  A.  Agent  for  Seminole*. 


Charleston,  (S.  C.)  March  IS,  1S37. 

Sir  : The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  Florida,  (now  temporarily  in  this 
city  on  business,)  having  casually  heard  that  a treaty  of  peace  has  been 
concluded  with  the  Florida  Indians,  beg  leave  respectfully,  but  urgently, 
to  solicit  the  particular  attention  of  the  Department  to  features  in  it,  such 
as  are  stated  to  exist,  which  they  earnestly  request  may  not  receive  the 
sanction  or  approbation  of  the  Government.  Some  of  the  undersigned 
have  been  informed,  by  a gentleman  (who  states  that  he  was  present  at 
the  making  of  the  treaty)  that,  according  to  his  recollection,-  it  contains 
no  stipulation  of  indemnity,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  for  such  property 
of  the  inhabitants  as  has  been  captured  by  said  Indians,  and  destroyed  ; 
nor  is  it,  we  are  told,  exacted  from  them  that  they  should  even  make 
restitution  of  such  stolen  and  other  property,  to  wit : negroes,  &e.,  as  they 
have  now  in  possession,  or  as  has  been  invited  into  their  country,  and 
allowed  refuge  there  from  its  owners.  We  respectfully  conceive  that 
such  a termination  of  the  war,  anxiously  as  we  desire  a return  of  peace, 
would  be  a sacrifice  of  the  national  dignity,  and  an  absolute  and  clear 
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triumph  cm  the  part  of  the  Indians,  who  cannot  fail  to  view  the  proposi- 
tion made  to  them  to  close  h r tihtirs.  k'ilowrd  up  by  a treaty  pel  miltin'..' 
to  them  such  extraordinary  tonus,  as  a virtual  suing  ibr  peace  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  as  evidencing  a want  of  confidence  in  their 
ability  to  conclude  the  war  through  tlie  means  of  their  belligerent  and 
physieal  strength.  We  furtln  r conceive  that  such  a treaty  is  inconsistent 
with  the  plainest  and  commonest  principles  of  justice:  and  will,  more- 
over. if  adopted,  amount,  in  its  practical  clients,  to  a positive  abandon- 
ment hy  the  Government  of  the  interest.;,  and  at  least  an  implied  disre- 
gard of  the  sacred  and  indisputable  richts  of  the  subject.  The  obligations 
between  the  Government  and  the  governed  are  clearly  mutual  and  insup- 
erable— those  of  protection  and  alloginnre;  and.  as  we  are  not  conscious 
of  any  failure  on  our  pait,  or  that  of  the  inhabitants  ol*  Florida,  generally, 
in  the  duties  rightfully  due  from  us  as  citizens,  that  should  subject  us  to  a 
withdrawal  of  the  countenance  and  guardianship  ol  the  Government,  we 
trust  we  shall  find  excuse  and  favor  ^ largely  losers,  as  many  of  us  are 
m slaves  and  other  property  captured  and  carried  oil’  by  the  Indians)  u 
we  remonstrate,  as  we  most  solemnly  do,  acainst  the  conclusion  of  any 
treaty  with  said  Indians,  which  does  not  .stipulate  for  and  secure  a lull 
restitution  of  all  propertv  stolen  by  them,  which  lias  not  been  destroyed 
since  its  capture,  and  ample  and  fair  indemnity  lor  such  as  has  been  >o  de- 
stroyed. .Many  slaves  were  induced  or  encouraged  by  the  Indians,  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  to  abscond  from  their  owners,  and  take 
shelter  in  Indian  country,  where  they  now  ate.  The  treaty  of  1 tsg.t, 
at  Camp  Moultrie, stipulates,  in  substance,  that  ail  runaway  slaves  which 
go  into  the  Indian  country  after  the  date  of  that  treaty,  shall  be  taken  up  by 
the  Indians,  and  restored  to  their  owners.  The  undersigned  respectfully 
suggest  that,  unless  this  stipulation  is  held  to  lie  binding  upon  the  Indians 
now,  and  its  performance  rigidly  exacted  from  them,  as  well  as  a restora- 
tion of  such  negroes,  &x\,  as  have  been  captured  during  the  war,  the  own- 
ers of  such  negroes  can  entertain  no  reasonable  hope  of  recovering  them, 
familiar  as  they  must  have  become  since  their  residence  among  the  Indians 
with  the  many  fastnesses  and  hidin  o-_> )];» cf_\S  of  the  country,  known  only  to 
the  natives.  Besides,  they  will  be  able,  successfully  and  permanently, 
or  for  a long  time  at  least,  to  elude  pursuit,  unless  they  are  taken  and 
brought  in  by  those  who  made  them  acquainted  with  their  present  places 
of  refuge  and  security.  We  confidently  hope,  therefore,  that  the  authority 
of  the  Government  will  be  interposed  in  the  matter,  in  such  way  as  to 
preserve  us,  and  our  fellow-citizens  at  large,  from  the  great  and  paralyz- 
ing injuries  which  must,  without  that  interposition,  inevitably  resuit. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respr.  t.fu!!v,  your  obedient  servants, 

G.  HUMPHREYS,  of  Alachua. 

ORLANDO  S.  REES,  of  Spring  Garden. 

JOHN  M.  FONTANE,  of  S'.  Augustine. 

ANDREW  WELCH,  M.  I).,  of  Jacksonville. 
JNO.  HAMILTON,  of  Alachua. 

GEO.  CENTER,  of  Alachua. 

LAURENCE  ANDREW,  of  St.  Augustine. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


. 


■ 


' 

' ■ 


Doc.  No.  225. 


57 


Headquarters  Army  ok  the  South, 

Tampa  T>ay,  May  8,  18^7. 

Sir  : I unclose  a copy  of  a communication  received  from  E.  11  Gould, 
Em].,  of  St.  Augustine,  in  relation  to  negroes  taken  by  t!ic  Seminole  In- 
dians in  1802  and  ISOd.  If  I am  not  mistaken  in  the  principle  of  public 
law  applicable  to  the  case,  the  claim  is  barred  by  subsequent  treaties. 
The  United  States  have  always  treated  with  the  Indians  as  independent 
people,  and  with  all  the  formalities  attending  the  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations.  If  this  practice  be  the  proper  one,  (and  it  is  not  for  me  to  say 
that  it  is  not,)  the  treaty  of  Payne’s  Landing  transfers  the  accountability 
from  the  Indians  to  the  Government,  and  the  claimants  are  entitled  pro 
rata  to  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  prop- 
erty taken  by  the  Indians.  The  case  is  analogous  to  that  which  occurred 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  which  was  referred  to  and  deci- 
ded by  the  Emperor  of  Russia — a certain  sum  was  accepted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  slaves  taken  by  tho  British,  and  divided  among  those  from 
whom  they  had  been  taken,  in  proportion  to  their  losses. 

The  Indians  cannot  be  removed  if  any  interference  with  their  negroes 
he  permitted  ; and  I will  permit  no  interference,  without  positive  orders 
from  Government. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP, 

Major  General  commanding. 

Hon.  I.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War , Washington  city. 


St.  Augustine,  *‘1pril  27,  1S37. 

Sir:  In  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  estate  of  Josiah  Dupont,  deceased,  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  proofs  in  a claim  they  have  for  cer- 
tain negroes  taken  away  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  proceed- 
ings, copies  of  which  you  have  herewith. 

The  attorney  of  the  claimants  had  prepared  to  make  personal  investi- 
gation and  demand  for  the  restitution  of  their  negroes  and  their  natural 
increase,  when  he  became  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  order  No.  — , 
of  the  5th  instant.  Against  the  course  suggested  in  that  order  he  respect- 
fully, on  their  behalf,  protests ; and  is  instructed  to  advise  you  that  they 
arc  fully  prepared  to  establish,  according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and 
justice,  their  rights  in-  this  case  ; and  for  all  the  consequences  and  injuries 
that  may  arise  from  the  prohibition,  the  claimants  must  and  will  look  to 
the  Government  lor  compensation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

E.  B.  GOULD, 

Jlttorney  for  claimants. 

Major  General  Jesup, 

Commanding  army  of  the  South. 

• 

P.  S.  Mrs.  Ann  Bryck  also  claims  five  negroes,  and  their  increase,  ta- 
ken away  at  the  same  lime  that  the  above  negroes  were.  Their  names 
were  James  or  Jimmy,  and  his  wife  Phillis,  Prince  and  Sally,  their 
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children,  and  George.  Prince  was  20  years  and  Sally  IS  years  old  when 
they  were  taken.  These  I claim,  as  Mrs.  Bryck’s  attorney. 

The  claim  and  description  of  negroes  belonging  to  Philip  Solano  are 
herewith,  also,  sent ; and  I entertain  the  assurance  that  you  have  not 
willingly  or  unnecessarily  debarred  the  claimants  of  the  means  of  gaining 
possession  of  their  property  ; but,  for  all  the  consequences,  &c.,  they  will 
look  to  you,  and,  through  you,  to  the  Government,  for  relief. 

E.  B.  GOULD, 
Attorney  for  claimants. 


District  of  East  Florida,  67.  John's  county , ss. 

Elias  B.  Gould,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  the  annexed  papers,  con- 
taining the  affidavits  of  Antonia  Leona rdy,  and  a supplemental  affidavit 
thereto  annexed,  of  Joseph  M.  Hernandez,  George  J.  F.  Clarke,  Gabriel 
W.  Perpall,  and  Philip  Solano,  are  true  and  literal  copies  of  the  originals; 
and,  also,  that  the  annexed  papers,  purporting  to  be  a “ copy  of  a despatch 
from  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba,”  is  a 
correct  and  literal  copy  of  a certified  translation  from  the  Spanish  lan- 
guage, purporting  to  be  the  original  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  keep- 
er of  the  public  archives  of  East  Florida,  at  St.  Augustine  ; which  said 
documents  were  transmitted  to  General  Wiley  Thompson,  agent  of  the 
Seminole  Indians,  some  time  in  the  year  1S3.7,  at  which  time  he  resided 
and  transacted  his  business  at  Fort  King,  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

E*.  B.  GOULD. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  27th  day  of  April,  1S37. 

M.  DEYSDALL, 

Justice  Peace , St.  John's  county. 

Territory  of  Florida,  67.  John's  county. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  commissioned  and 
duly  qualified  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  comity  aforesaid,  Antonia  Leo- 
liardy,  who  deposeth  and  saith.  that  some  time  in  the  year  1S02  there 
came  a party  of  nine  Seminole  Indians  to  Mr.  Pellicer’s  plantation,  situ- 
ated upon  the  Matanzas  river,  about  twenty  miles  south  of  the  city  of  St. 
Augustine,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  and  plundering  the  inhabitants ; and, 
finding  no  white  person  upon  the  said  plantation,  they  destroyed  every 
thing  they  could  find  upon  it,  and  took  and  carried  away  a negro  woman 
named  Jenny,  belonging  to  Pcllicer.  The  Indians  then  proceeded  to  Mr.  Jo- 
siah  Dupont’s  plantation,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  said  river,  and  nearly  op- 
posite to  the  plantation  of  Pelliccr,  and  lay  in  ambush  until  Mr.  Dupont  and 
his  son  left  this  plantation  to  go  to  another,  which  he  cultivated  in  a swamp, 
about  four  or  five  miles  from  tiic  first ; they  met  him  on  the  road,  and 
took  from  him  and  his  son  their  horses  and  guns,  after  which ; Dupont 
and  his  son,  finding  themselves  disarmed  and  robbed,  fled  for  safety  into 
the  swamp,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  some  time.  The  Indians 
after  this  proceeded  to  Mr.  Dupont’s  house,  and  took  and  carried  away 
all  of  Dupont’s  negroes  that  were  on  his  plantation.  Deponent  thinks 
that  there  were  ten  or  eleven,  namely  : Big  Filis,  Little  Filis,  Molly,  Tyra, 
Clarissa,  and  Florida,  are  the  only  names  that  deponent,  after  the  lapse  of 
so  many  years,  recollects  of.  The  Indians  took  and  carried  away  at  the 
same  time  five  fine  large  liorscj  and  some  cattle  belonging  to  Dupont,  and 
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they  took  and  carried  away  with  them  an  English  lad  who  was  living 
with  Dupont  at  the  time.  Deponent  supposes  that  Dupont’s  negroes 
were  worth  from  four  hundred  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each, 
and  his  horses  about  one  hundred  dollars  each.  The  cattle,  some  of  which 
the  Indians  killed  for  food,  deponent  supposes  to  have  been  worth  from 
ten  to  twelve  dollars  per  head.  Two  of  Dupont’s  negroes  having  made 
their  escape  from  the  Indians,  and  come  down  to  deponent’s  father’s 
house,  was  the  cause  of  the  Indians,  who  were  in  pursuit  of  them,  com- 
ing to  deponent’s  father’s  plantation,  which  was  situated  about  five  miles 
north  of  Dupont’s,  where  they  found  deponent,  her  mother,  two  sisters, 
and  two  brothers.  One  of  deponent’s  brothers  was  fired  upon  by  the  In- 
dians, and  killed;  after  which,  the  Indians  commenced  destroying  every 
thing  upon  the  plantation.  They  killed  and  destroyed  about  ten  dozen 
head  of  poultry  and  seven  head  of  hogs  that  were  confined  in  an  enclosure 
belonging  to  deponent’s  father;  and  destroyed,  also,  a lime-kiln,  contain- 
ing, as  deponent  supposes,  about  five  thousand  bushels  of  lime.  Then  the 
Indians  started  for  the  nation,  taking  along  with  them  the  property  which 
they  had  plundered,  and  the  deponent’s  mother,  two  sisters,  and  brother, 
and  two  horses  belonging  to  deponent’s  father,  which  deponent  knows 
had  cost  fifty  dollars  each.  Deponent’s  mother,  two  sisters,  and  brother 
were  detained  by  the  Indians  in  the  Indian  nation  seven  months,  after 
which  time  they  were  redeemed  by  deponent’s  father, who  paid  the  Indians 
five  hundred  dollars  for  their  redemption,  and  returned  to  St.  Augustine; 
one  of  the  deponent’s  brothers  escaping  from  the  Indian  nation,  and  go- 
ing over  to  the  island  of  Cuba  a short  time  after  he  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians. Deponent  was  herself  detained  by  the  Indians  twenty-two  months 
before  she  was  permitted  to  return  to  her  parents  in  St.  Augustine.  De- 
ponent further  says,  that  while  in  the  Indian  nation  she  often  saw  Mr. 
Dupont’s  negroes;  and  she  knows,  with  the  exception  of  Molly,  who  was 
given  up  by  the  Indians  and  returned  to  St.  Augustine  at  the  time  de- 
ponent’s mother  and  family  were  delivered  up,  all  the  other  negroes  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Dupont  were  held  and  detained  by  them;  which  negroes 
deponent  knows  were  never  recovered  by  Mr.  Dupont,  but  were  entirely 
lost  by  him.  And  deponent  further  says,  that  Mr.  Dupont  never  received 
payment  for  his  losses  either  from  the  Spanish  Government  or  the  Indians, 
Dupont  having  left  Florida  shortly  after  he  was  robbed  by  the  Indians,  and 
moved  to  South  Carolina,  where  deponent  understood  he  (Dupont)  died. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  she  is  now  forty-eight  years  of  age,  and 
that  she  has  resided  ever  since  her  rescue  from  the  Indians  in  the  city  of 
St.  Augustine. 

ANTONIA  LEONARDY,  her  + mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  31st  March,  1835. 

JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ. 

Justice  of  the  Peace  St.  John}s  county . 

SUPPLEMENTAL  AFFIDAVIT  OF  ANTONIA  LEONARDY. 

Teritory  or  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
said  county  of  St.  John’s,  Antonia  Donelly  Leonardy,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  in  explanation  and  continuation,  says,  that  at  the  time  the  Indians 


- 


■ 


' 

' ' 


60 


Doc.  No.  225. 


made  the  descent  upon  die  settlements  ol'  Josiah  Dupont,  Mr.  Poll iccr, 
and  deponent's  father’s,  in  1«M)2,  she  (this  deponent)  was  about  thirteen 
years  uf  ago.  The  persons  of  her  lather’s  family  taken  by  the  Indians 
were,  her  mother.  Mrs.  Mary  Hum  lly,  and  live  children,  namely,  tins  de- 
ponent, Joseph,  Theresa,  Catharine,  and  John.  The  nine  Indians  set  out 
immediately  with  all  the  plunder  that  they  and  the  prisoners  could  carry, 
and  travelled  bv  circuitous  routes  and  by-paths  for  the  mte.  ior  ol  the 
country.  Deponent's  family  were  made  prisoners  about  3 o’c.ock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  were  forced  to  march  that  day  and  the  following  night  until 
day-light  tin;  second  day, when  they  halted  and  encamped  until  the  morning 
of  the  third  day,  when  they  started  again  and  travelled  until  sun-down, 
and  then  encamped  for  the  night;  and  so  again  on  the  fourth  day,  and  for 
twenty-four  days  from  the  time  of  their  capture.  The  party  could  not  travel 
last,  as  the  plunder  was  heavy;  and  deponent  and  her  sister  Mary,  who 
was  seven  years  old,  were  obliged  to  carry  alternately  their  brother  John, 
who  was  about  twenty  months  old.  On  the  second  day  after  they  started 
from  the  Matau/.as,  they  crossed  a small  river,  and  afterwards  they  crossed 
the  St.  John’s,  where  it  was  very  wide,  (probably  at  Little  lake.)  She 
recollects,  also,  crossing  a river  called  Suwannee  in  a skin  : the  skin  was 
stretched  out  by  two  cross  sticks,  and  a rim  made  of  wood;  she  lay  down 
in  the  bottom  very  still,  and  remembers  that  siie  was  afraid  to  look  up. 
The  hanks  of  this  river  were  very  steep.  On  the  twenty-fourth  day  they 
arrived  at  a town  called  Mickasuky,  the  chief  of  which,  she  recollects, 
was  called  Ken-ha-jah.  When  we  were  within  a short  distance  ol  the 
town,  the  party  halted,  and  proceeded  to  make  a division  of  their  plunder 
and  prisoners;  after  which,  we  were  turned  over  to  some  Indian  women, 
who  came  out  to  meet  us  ; after  which  the  Indian  men  went  another  way 
to  dance  over  the  scalp  of  deponent’s  brother.  Whilst  living  with  these 
Indians,  which  she  learned  were  called  by  the  name  of  the  Mickasuky  tribe, 
she  experienced  many  hardships  and  cruelties,  and  her  trials  were  very 
severe;  and  the  circumstances  and  history  of  her  captivity  and  thatol  her 
family  were  so  peculiar  and  barbarous  tl  it  every  thing  now  appears  to 
be  Iresh  to  her  mind,  and  she  does  not  think  any  thing  l ot  death  can 
efface  them  from  her  memory.  The  Mickasuky  town,  where  she  was, 
deponent  understood  was  about  a day’s  journey  from  St.  Mark’s,  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  a considerable  distance  from  Appalachicola,  ami 
within  the  Spanish  boundary  of  the  two  provinces  of  East  and  W est  Flor- 
ida. Deponent’s  mother,  and  Catharine,  The.^sa,  and  John,  were  de- 
tained seven  months,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  deponent’s  father  sent  a 
Mr.  Jack  Forrester  with  three  hundred  dollars  to  redeem  the  family;  hut 
the  Indians  not  considering  that  a sutlicient  sum,  detained  deponent  ami 
her  brother  Joseph.  Deponent  was  detained  hftecn  months  longer;  her 
brother  Joseph  escaped  previously  !o  that  time,  and  got  down  to  St. 
Mark’s,  from  whence  he  was  sent  by  the  commandant  to  Pensacola,  and 
from  thence  to  Mobile,  New  Orleans, and  Cuba;  and  finally  he  reached  St. 
Augustine  in  a vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Stephen  Benet. 

About  twenty-two  months  after  deponent’s  captivity,  her  father  sent 
£200,  being  the  additional  sum  demanded  by  the  Indians;  and  she  was 
then  released,  and  delivered  up  to  her  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Pasetty, 
who  brought  her  to  St.  Augustine,  accompanied  by  Payne,  the  chief  ot 
the  Seminoles,  and  a negro  slave  belonging  to  said  chief. 

Deponent  further  says  that  her  father  and  her  mother,  the  said  Jack 
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Forrester,  the  said  Captain  Stephen  Bcnet.  and  her  brother-in-la  w Thomas 
Pusettv.  arc  long  since  dead.  Her  sister  Mary  resides  at  St.  Mary’s. 
Georgia:  and  the  rest  of  her  family  that  arc  bring  reside  in  the  island 
of  Cuba.  Site  has  always  understood  that  the  Mickasuky  Indians  wen 
considered  hy  the  Spanish  Government  to  he  under  the  military  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  not  of  East  Florida. 

ANTONIA  LEONARD Y,  her  x mar!;. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  the  1st  day  of  ()eto*ier,  I.Sda. 

JOSEPH'  S.  SANCHEZ. 

Justice  of  the  Pcnrr. 


Territory  of  Florida.  St.  John's  county  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me.  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  St.  John’s. in  the  Territory  aforesaid,  Joseph  M.  Hernan- 
dez. who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  : That  he  is  a native  of 
Florida,  and  recollects  to  have  heard  that,  about  the  year  1802,  Josia! 
Dupont,  a settler  at  the  head  of  the  Matanzas  river,  about  thirty  mile- 
south  of  the  city  of  St.  Augustine,  sustained  great  loss  in  consequence  of 
a descent  that  was  made  upon  him  on  or  about  that  time  by  a party  of 
Indians  belonging  to  one  of  the  provinces.  Dupont,  in  consequence  there- 
of, abandoned  theJ?Cuutry,  bavin?  lost  several  negroes  and  other  property. 

A family  by  the  name  of  Bonelly.  who  were  living  in  the  imm-  diate 
neighborhood  of  Dupont’s  plantation,  were  also  attacked,  and  one  of  Bon- 
elly’s  sons  killed,  and  others  of  them  carried  into  captivity  hy  the  Indians, 
with  whom  they  remained  a long  time  in  bondage,  until  redeemed.  Aid- 
ant is  well  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Leouardy,  who  was  the  daughter  ol 
Bonelly,  and  who  was  one  of  those  who  were  taken  and  held  in  bomlaye. 
She  lias  always  maintained  a good  reputation  for  intelligence,  industry, 
honesty,  and  veracity,  under  Spanish  Government,  as  well  as  under  pres- 
ent Government. 

He  never  has  heard  her  word  doubted  upon  any  occasion, and  he  would 
give  to  her  statement,  ou  oath,  the  most  implicit  credit.  Affiant  thinks 
that  the  price  of  negroes  in  1*02,  in  East  Florida,  did  not  vary  much 
from  the  present  prices : they  were  worth  from  S300  to  S 100. 

JOSEPH  M.  HERNANDEZ. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  11th  day  of  April,  lSon. 

JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ. 

Justice  nf  I /it  Pence , St.  John's  county. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  St.  John's,  George  T.  F.  Clarke,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith:  That  lie  is  a brother  of  Charles  \V.  Clarke,  and  is  a na- 
tive of  Florida,  and  resided  in  the  city  of  St.  Augustine  in  IS02.  and  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  Josiah  Dupont.  Josiah  Dupont  had  a well- 
settled  plantation  at  Matanzas,  about  thirty  miles  south  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  was  prosperous  in  his  circumstances.  lie  remembers  well  that  he 
was  entirely  broken upabout  in  1802,  by  the  Seminole  Indians,  or  a branch 
of  them,  residing  cither  in  Alachua  or  at  .Mosquito.  When  tliis  irruption 
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was  made  by  the  Indians,  he  was  in  St.  Augustine,  and  his  brother  diaries 
resided  on  a plantation  on  the  Matanzas  river,  about  five  miles  north  o: 
the  Matanzas  fort,  and  fifteen  from  the  city,  and,  on  hearing  of  the  depre- 
dations which  the  Indians  had  committed,  he  went  down  in  a boat  to  Ins 
brother’s  plantation,  and  found  it  abandoned.  Whilst  he  was  examining 
the  premises  and  other  parts  of  the  neighborhood,  he  met  Mr.  Boneliy, 
who  had  been  driven  from  his  plantation,  and  his  family  taken  away  bv 
the  Indians.  Deponent  knows  Mrs.  Leonardy,  who,  he  understands,  i< 
the  daughter  oi  Boneliy,  and  he  believes  her  to  be  a woman  of  the  strict 
est  veracity,  and  lie  has  never  beard  of  the  least  imputation  against  her 
character.  In  ISO;?,  and  for  some  years  previous,  deponent  was  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  was  constantly  acquainted 
with  almost  every  thing  that  transpired,  either  in  public  or  private  ; and 
since  then  lie  has  held  many  of  the  most  important  ollices  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  some  years,  until  18J1,  he  was  deputy  governor  of  the 
northern  department.  lie  never  heard  that  Josiah  Dupont,  or  any  other 
person  for  him,  ever  recovered  any  of  the  property  which  the  Indians  took 
away  from  him,  or  was  compensated  for  them,  or  for  the  depredations  and 
wastes  which  he  had  suffered  by  them  ; if  any  compensation  had  been 
received,  either  from  the  Indians  or  the  Government,  it  is  more  man  prob- 
able he  should  have  known  it.  The  sufferings  of  Mr.  Dupont  were  mat- 
ters of  public  notoriety,  and  it  is  also  known  that  he  left  the  country  in 
consequence  of  them. 

GEORGE  J.  F.  C DARKE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  sth  day  of  April,  1 S35. 

JOSEPH  S'  SANCHEZ, 

Justice  of  the  Peace , St.  John's  county. 


Tkruitoky  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's: 

Personally  appeared  before  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
said  county  of  St.  John’s,  Gabriel  W.  Pcrpall,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
says  that  he  is  now  — years  of  age,  and  has  resided  in  Florida  ever  since 
the  year  1803,  and  remembers  of  hearing,  in  that  year,  and  repeatedly 
since,  circumstantial  details  of  the  descent  made  by  the  Mickasuky  Indians 
upon  the  settlement  of  Josiah  Dupont  and  others,  at  Matanzas,  in  1 SO  J. 
lie  has  always  understood,  and  has  no  doubt  of  its  truth,  that  the  family 
of  Joscpa  Boneliy  was  captured  by  them  in  that  year,  ar.d  carried  off;  and 
he  has  personal  knowledge  of  the  time  when  Antonia,  now  the  wife  of 
Barioloma  Leonardy,  was  redeemed  from  them,  and  returned  to  her 
friends,  lie  knows  Mrs.  Leonardy  well,  and  has  never  heard  the  least 
imputation  against  her  credibility,  atpl  would  receive,  with  confidence,  any 
statement  made  by  her  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath.  He  has  always 
understood  that  the  Mickasuky  Indians  resided  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Suwannee;  their  town  was  called  Mickasuky,  and  was  situated  east  ot 
the  Appaiacliicola,  and  about  a day’s  journey  from  St.  Mark’s,  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  St.  Mark’s  was  a Spanish  post,  with  a small  garrison, 
and,  though  within  the  geographical  limits  of  East  Florida,  was  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  the  western  province.  The  Mickasuky  towns  were 
destroyed  by  General  Jacksou  in  1818  or  1813,  and  the  occupants  driven 
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down  amongst  the  Seminolcs.and  deponent  has  understood  that  they  have 
now  become  incorporated  with  that  nation. 


GABRIEL  \V.  PGRPALL. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  7th  dav  of  October,  1S3.5. 

JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Terkitoiiy  of  Florida,  County  of  St.  John's : 

Personally  appeared  before  Joseph  S.  Sanchez,  justice  of  the  peace  for 
said  county  of  St.  John’s,  Philip  Solano,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that 
he  is  a native  of  East  Florida  ; is  now  about  lifty-three  years  of  age  ; has 
most  of  his  life  had  intercourse  with  the  dilfereiH  tribes  of  Indians  in 
Florida,  and  can  converse  with  some  of  them  in  their  own  dialect.  He 
was  in  St.  Augustine  at  tin*  time  the  Indians  made  a descent  upon  the 
settlements  of  Josiah  Dupont  and  others,  at  Matanzas,  in  1802,  and  lie 
saw  the  dead  body  of  Thomas  Bouelly,  who  had  been  killed  by  them  in 
that  affair,  lying  in  the  market-place  in  St.  Augustine,  having  been 
brought  to  town  in  a boat.  From  his  own  personal  knowledge,  and  from 
what  he  always  understood,  the  Indians  who  committed  the  depredations 
upon  those  settlements  were  of  the  Mickasuky  tribe;  they  resided  west 
of  the  Suwannee,  and  about  a day’s  journey  northeast  of  St.  Mark’s,  on 
the  gulf,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  Floridas.  The  Mickasukies  were 
considered  under  the  military  jurisdiction  of  West  Florida,  for  convenience; 
because  it  was  much  easier  to  keep  up  a correspondence  between  Pensa- 
cola and  St.  Mark’s,  than  between  the  latter  place  and  St.  Augustine. 
When  General  Jackson  entered  the  Floridas  with  his  army,  he  destroyed 
the  Mickasukv  towns,  and  drove  those  Indians  east  of  the  Suwannee  ; and 
deponent  understands  that  they  have  since  been  incorporated  with  the 
Seminoles. 

PHILIP  SOLANO. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  the  7th  day  of  October,  1S35. 

JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Copy  of  a despatch  frori  the  Governor  of  East  Florida  to  the  Captain 

General  of  Cuba. 

To  his  Lordship  the  Captain  General : 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  on  which  the  schooner  Monica  sailed 
for  that  port,  the  inhabitant,  Josiah  Dupont,  Esq  , [appeared]  before  me 
and  said,  that  ten  armed  Indians  laid, after  pillaging  his  house,  robbed  him 
often  negroes  out  of  twelve  he  had  upon  his  plantations,  and  taking  with 
them  an  English  hoy  that  was  living  with  him:  and  that  they  had  also 
taken  and  carried  off  from  a house  near  his  a white  woman  with  two 
small  sons  and  three  daughters,  aged  from  t we’ve  to  I teen  years;  and 
that  he  believes  that  they  had  killed  their  older  brother,  as  he  was  miss- 
ing, and  lie  had  heard  the  report  of  guns. 

The  father  of  these  unfortunate  creatures,  who  was  here  on  his  own 
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business,  departed  from  his  home  tin-  moment  he  had  been  mtonned  of 
the  oeriin ••nee.  iron*  wlienee  hi*  returned  two  does  alter.  brniging  \\  ith 
him  the  d*  ad  bo-iv  *>t  in.  son.  whi*'h  was  pit-reed  bv  two  bill.-.  wounded 
in  several  j»:» rt".  ami  euven  d witii  blood,  pn  settling  to  the  view  to**  1110.0 
doi*‘!u!  spretacle. 

For  t!i*‘se  and  tin*  previous  iueidi  nts  whi*  li  I have  re  port'll  to  your  e\- 
eelleiiev.  the  inhabitants  are  dismayed,  and  disposed  to  qint  the  provin-  e. 
and.  in  order  to  prevent  mis  oeeurrenee.  the*  measures  eontainod  in  tire 
annexed  documents  have  been  determined  on  in  couneii  ol  war. 

As  the  posts  wh.eii  are  to  he  fortified,  and  those  on  the  Indian  trontier, 
cannot  he  garrisoned  with  the  corresponding  number  of  regular  troops 
udiicli  the  distance  and  their  defenceless  state  require;  and  the  free  bi.*ek> 
who  are  to  aid  them,  were  they  to  understand  that  they  were  to  retnaii; 
permanently  in  the  service. may  become  dissatisfied  and  probably  go  over 
to  the  Indians;  under  Mtese  impressions.  I pray  your  excellency  will  l>e 
pleased  to  semi  to  me  from  one  hundred  and  lilt  v to  two  hundred  men,  with 
iheir  correspondin'.:  oilicers. or  at  i.  ost  complete  and  make  full  the  third  bat- 
talion of  Cuba  ; with  the  aid  of  which  1 may,  in  some  measure,  keep  myscii 
011  tiie  defensive  and  cheek  the  pr  gress  of  the  savages  : though  it  would  be 
better  to  make  use  of  the  means  proposed  to  your  exeeileucy  in  my  pre- 
vious olficial  communication.  (No.  index  g-l.)  which  are  those  which 
all  nations  have  avail'  ll  themselves  of  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  their 
nihtmiauiti  s and  preserving  a permanent  j»oaee  with  them. 

Tin-  Indians  who  have  commim  d these  depredation-  not  belonging  !< > 
those  of  tiiis  province,  and  tile  chiefs  and  headmen  of  it  not  having  Un- 
necessary authority  to  restrain  them  under  t !i e present  circunistanc:.-. 
would  produce  no  other  result  than  that  of  causing  uselessly  to  be  ex- 
pended the  sums  which  are  neeessarv  to  he  given  to  those  of  this  province, 
and,  besides,  it  would  have  a tendency  to  strengthen  them  in  the  opinion 
which  they  have  formed  el  u-.'thei  we  are  cowards,  owing  t«*  our  not 
daring  to  attempt  to  restrain  their  in-olence. 

The  mounted  militia  are  l*v  110  means  tit  to  garrison  a post,  and  they 
would  occasion  an  enormous  expense  , u here  lb  re.  the  couneii  of  war  haw 
not  thought  proper  to  determine  that  they  should  he  placed  under  arms, 
moreover,  that  having  to  pursue  the  measures  which  have  been  adapted 
until  the  Indians  are  quieted,  it  would  he  ruinous  to  the  settlers  to  con- 
tinue them  constantly  on  duty,  the  assistance  or  personal  labor  of  all  ol 
them  being  required  to  lake  care  ol  their  farms  and  support  their  families 
Your  excellency  weii  knows  that  the  number  of  men  which  I ask  loi 
is  not  great,  taking  into  consideration  the  actual  strength  of  the  battalion 
of  Cuba,  and  the  number  ofir.cn  belonging  to  it  whose  time  of  servict: 
lias  expired,  and  to  whom  it  is  by  no  means  convenient  to  grant  their 
discharge  unless  l am  reinforced  ; for.  on  the  contrary,  I *!».•>  II  have  to 
abandon  all  the  outposts,  and  limit  myself  to  the  precincts  of  the  city. 

If  the  Indian  incursions  be  not  checked  in  their  commencement,  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  all  their  towns  will  be  in  motion,  iiitlucnoed  by  the  impunity 
with  which  their  comrades  commit  their  robberies,  and  by  the  desire  ol 
enriching  themselves  as  they  do  ; the  result  of  which  would  be  the  loss  of 
these  provinces  to  the  King,  or  the  necessity  of  fitting  out  an  expedition 
that  would  be  expensive,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  them;  while, at 
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present,  the  injuries  which  they  occasion  might  he  remedied  without  great 
expense  or  much  spilling  of  blood.  God  preserve  your  excellency  many 
years. 

His  Lords! iip  Tiik  Marquis  ok  Somkhe.mi.os. 

St.  Augustine,  (Florida.) 

February  1,  lH()g. 


He \im{U \hteks.  Ar.mv  ok  nn:  South, 

.S'/.  , 7 ngust > nr,  Juft/  20,  1S37. 

General:  I enclose  a list  of  the  Indian  negroes  ciptmcd  during  the 
campaign.  Among  the  prisoners  are  nearly  all  the  loaders  of  inlluence. 
The  negro  portion  of  the  iiostile  force  of  the  Seminole  nation  not  taken, 
is  entirely  without  a head  ; about  eighty  of  the  Indian  negroes  are  at  Fort 
Pike,  Louisiana  ; six  have  died,  and  seventeen  remain  at  Tampa  Hay. 
Ninety-three  negroes,  the-  property  of  citizens,  have  been  captured,  and 
eighty-eight  of  the  returned  to  their  owners,  or  placed  subject  to  their 
orders.  One  was  sent  into  the  Indian  country  on  a message  to  other  negroes, 
but  was  not  permitted  to  return;  two,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
country,  are  retained  as  guides,  and  two  are  retained  at  Tampa  by  the  re- 
quest of  their  owners. 

Of  the  Indian  prisoners  who  have  been  taken  and  secured,  I shall  not 
be  able  to  furnish  a list  until  my  return  to  Tampa;  tlu  y amount  to  be- 
tween eighty  and  ninety ; twenty-three  of  them  are  at  Fort  Pike;  fifteen 
hive  died,  three  are  confined  here;  about  fifteen  women  and  children, 
relatives  of  the  Creeks,  were  allowed  to  accompany  their  relitivcs  to 
Mobile  Point  anti  to  Concliariiinieco’s  town,  on  the  Appalachicola;  the  re- 
ni  under  are  at  Taiupa,  and,  exeept  three  of  them,  with  the  Creek  Indians. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  *..•  .edient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  .IKS UP, 


Major  General  commanding 

Brig.  Gen.  I\.  Jones, 

Adjutant  General , IVaxhington  city. 


Registry  of  negro  prisoners  captured  by  the  troops  commanded  by  Major  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  in  1836  and  1837, 

and  owned  by  Indians , or  who  claim  to  be  free. 
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Headquarters,  Army  ok  the  South, 


S/.  . lugnstine,  September  22,  1S37. 

Sir:  I received,  on  the  15th  instant,  oil  my  way  to  this  frontier,  you 
letters  of  the  25th  and  30th  of  August  and  2d  of  September,  and  on  th 
18th  your  letters  of  the  (ith.  The  last  detachment  of  the  Creek  warrioj 
left  Tainpa  Hay  for  the  Pass  Christian  on  the  11th  instant,  and  I gav 
orders  at  the  same  time  that  on  their  arrival  there  they  should  he  mm 
tered,  discharged,  and  immediately  moved  westward. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  been  promised  a reward  for  the  captures  lhe\ 
should  make  of  negroes  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Hat 
compensation  not  been  promised,  they  would  have  taken  no  prisoners,  bu 
would  have  put  all  to  death.  I compromised  with  them  by  allowing  then 
twenty  dollars  for  each  slave  captured.  They  were  entitled,  agreeably  tt 
the  promises  made  to  them  before  they  entered  the  service,  to  all  Indian 
negroes  and  other  Indian  property  captured  by  them.  To  end  all  dilfi- 
culty  on  that  subject,  I have  purchased  the  negroes  from  them,  on  account 
of  tiie  public,  for  eight  thousand  dollars.  There  are  about  eighty  of  the 
negroes  besides  Abraham’s  family,  and  those  who  are  free:  some  of  them, 
perhaps,  may  be  found,  on  investigation,  tol  be  the  property  of  citizens. 
X respectfully  ask  that  this  purchase  may  be  sanctioned. 

The  Seminole  annuity,  it  seems  to  me,  might  be  charged  with  the 
amount  paid  to  the  Indians  for  these  negroes,  as  well  as  with  the  reward 
for  securing  those  who  belonged  to  citizens. 

It  is  highly  important  to  the  slave-holding  States  that  these  negroes  be 
sent  out  of  the  country;  and  I would  strongly  recommend  that  they  be 
sent  to  one  of  our  colonies  in  Africa. 

The  sum  paid  to  the  Indians  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  them,  though  it 
is  far  less  than  the  value  of  the  negroes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP, 


Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War , Wash 


Major  General  commanding, 
ingtun  city. 


Headquarters,  Army  op  the  South, 

St.  j2vgusline,  September  24,  1S37. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant.  There  are  thirty- 
three  Seminole  prisoners  here,  two  at  Tampa,  and  twenty-four  at  Fort 
Pike,  in  Louisiana:  sixteen  died,  and  the  remainder, being  relatives  of  the 
Creek  Indians,  were  allowed  to  go  otr  with  them. 

There  is  one  Indian  negro  here,  seventeen  at  Tampa  bay,  about  eighty 
at  Fort  Pike,  and  seven  have  died.  The  Creek  Indians  were  entitled  to 
all  the  Indian  property  they  captured.  I compromised  with  them  by  pur- 
chasing the  negroes  from  them  on  account  of  the  Government ; for  which 
T agreed  to  pay  them  eight  thousand  dollars;  Captain  Searle  lias  been 
furnished  with  funds,  and  directed  to  make  the  payment.  I was  also 
compelled  to  pay  the  Indians  a reward  of  twenty  dollars  eacli  for  the  ne- 
groes captured  by  them,  the  property  of  citizens. 

The  Seminole  negro  prisoners  arc  now  all  the  property  of  the  public.  I 
Lave  promised  Abraham  the  freedom  of  his  family,  if  he  be  faithful  to  us; 
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and  I shall  certainly  liang  him  if  he  be  not  faithful.  The  Seminole  annu- 
ity, it  seems  to  me,  might  be  applied  to  this  object ; or  rather,  might  be 
charged  with  the  amount  paid  to  tin;  Indians  for  the  negroes. 

I shall  turn  over  the  funds  and  papers  of  the  Indian  service  to  Captain 
Morrison,  on  my  return  to  Tampa  bay.  When  I wrote  to  you  on  the 
5th  of  June,  I expected  to  visit  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  where  I in- 
tended to  turn  over  the  funds  for  which  I was  accountable  to  the  credit  of 
the  Treasurer ; but,  not  being  able*  to  leave  this  frontier,  I had  no  opportu- 
nity of  doing  so. 

1 have  employed  Abraham  as  an  interpreter.  He  will  act  as  such 
when  the  troops  take  the  field  ; and  also  as  a guide. 

I am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 


Mitjor  General  commanding. 

Ilon.-C.  A.  Harris, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  %/ljfairs,  IVashington  city. 


I enclose  a copy  of  my  instructions  to  Major  Freeman  and  Captain 
Searle  in  relation  to  the  Creek  Indians  and  the  prisoners. 

T.  S.  J. 


[Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Army  op  the  South, 

Tampa  Bay,  September  9, 1S37. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  the  Pass  Christian, and  muster  the  Creek  regi- 
ment out  of  service,  and  honorably  discharge  them.  Then  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  New  Orleans,  and  obtain  funds  to  pay  the  Creeks  for  the  captured 
negroes. 

The  chiefs  and  warriors  who  were  actually  in  the  field,  and  present  at 
and  aiding  in  the  capture  of  the  negroes,  are  alone  to  receive  any  part  of 
the  sum  allowed ; those  who  remained  in  camp  and  did  not  march  are  to 
receive  nothing.  Eight  thousand  dollars  will  be  paid  to  the  captors  for 
the  Seminole  negroes,  and  twenty  dollars  each  for  those  the  property  of 
citizens. 

The  amoiuit  allo.wed  for  the  Seminole  negroes  will  be  apportioned  as 
follows : To  the  first  battalion,  five  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  ; to 
the  second  battalion,  two  thousand  dollars ; and  to  the  spy  battalion, 
three  hundred  dollars.  You  will  examine  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Pike,  and 
cause  an  accurate  description  to  be  taken  of  them,  specifying  their  names, 
ages,  height,  sex,  and  such  other  particulars  as  you  may  think  important. 
They  must  all  be  comfortably  clothed  at  the  public  expense,  immediately, 
by  the  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  who  will  keep  them 
properly  clad.  If  the  assistant  quartermaster  thinks  proper  to  place  them 
in  the  barracks  near  New  Orleans,  the  negroes  might  be  useful  as  labor- 
ers in  the  quartermaster’s  department ; they  would,  however,  require  a 
guard.  You  will  confer  with  the  assistant  quartermaster,  and  inform  me 
of  his  wishes  on  the  subject. 

Bowleys  will  be  taken  on,  and  placed  with  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Pike. 

Enclosed  is  a list  of  the  thirty-five  negroes  the  property  of  citizens,  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians:  twelve  were  taken  by  the  first,  and  twenty-three 
by  the  second  battalion;  and  the  division  will  be  made  in  that  proportion. 
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Having  completed  tlic  duties  with  which  you  are  charged  by  these  in- 
structions, you  will  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  the  head- 
quarters of  thfis  army. 

I am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

TH.  S.  JESU'P, 

Major  General  commanding. 

Lieut.  F.  Skaki.k, 

dieting  . /v.«V / Ins.  Gen.  Jinny  of  the  South.  Tampa  Bay. 


Me ADijr a kte us,  Armv  of  the  South, 

Tampa  Bar/,  September  9.  1837. 

Si  it : You  will  proceed  with  the  last  detachment  of  Creek  warriors,  on 
board  the  Tomochiehi,  to  Pass  Christian,  where  you  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  discharge  the  regiment. 

Lieutenant  F.  Searie  will  muster  and  discharge  them,  and  Major  D. 
Frazier  will  pay  them.  They  are  to  be  mustered  and  paid  to  the  time 
of  their  discharge;  for.  although  they  were  mustered  into  service  for  twelve 
months,  the  contract  with  the  chiefs  was  for  an  indefinite  period,  and 
they  are  entitled  to  pay  for  the  time  they  will  have  been  actually  retained 
in  service. 

I desire  you  to  see  that  every  comfort  and  convenience  which  the  con- 
tractors are  hound  to  provide  be  secured  to  the  Indians,  and  that  they  be 
put  in  motion  to  the  West  without  unnecessary  delay. 

I desire  you  and  Captain  Boyd  to  assist  them  in  the  transacting  of  their 
business  in  New  Orleans.  They  will  desire  to  make  many  purchases  for 
themselves  and  families,  and  they  should  be  advised  not  to  waste  their 
money,  but  to  purchase  such  articles  only  as  shall  be  really  useful ; they 
should  be  told  of  the  necessity  of  providing  against  the  cold  weather  which 
they  will  have  to  encounter  before  they  arrive  at  their  new  homes;  and  I 
wish  you  and-Captain  Boyd  to  assist  them  in  their  purchases,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent imposition  being  practised  upon  them. 

If,  oh  examining  the  contract  for  their  removal,  you  should  find  that 
the  contractors  are  not  bound  to  furnish  sullicient  transportation  for  the 
sick  and  infirm,  nor  for  the  articles  necessary  for  their  comfort  on  the 
route,  you  arc  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Reynolds,  or  whosoever  may  be 
charged  with  superintending  the  emigration,  to  make  the  necessary  pro- 
vision for  those  purposes. 

You  will  cause  a careful  account  of  the  killed,  and  of  all  the  chiefs  and 
warriors  who  have  died,  to  be  taken,  and  furnish  me  a duplicate  of  it 
You  will  send  one  copy  direct  to  the  War  Department. 

Advise  them  not  to  change  their  bank-notes  at  a discount.  As  the 
Government  pays  them  in  paper,  it  is  morally  bound  to  make  good  any 
depreciation  which  may  take  place ; the  notes,  in  the  mean  time,  will  ob- 
tain for  them  any  articles  wfliich  they  may  have  occasion  to  purchase,  and, 
should  they  sell  them  for  specie  at  a loss,  the  Government  would  not  be 
bound  for  the  loss.  Advise  them,  then,  to  retain  the  same  notes  they  re- 
ceive, and  to  part  with  none  blit  for  such  necessary  articles  as  they  may 
require. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  2d  battalion  he  not  detained  by  the  slow  prog- 
ress of  the  other  battalions;  as  the  families  of  the  chief  sand  warriors  are 
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already  west  of  tlic  Mississippi,  it  is  proper  that  they  should  be  pushed  on 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  Should  the  2d  battalion  move  separately,  and 
yon  think  it  advisable,  or  tin*  Indians  desire  it.  Captain  Boyd  may  be  con- 
tinu’d in  service,  and  accompany  that  battalion  to  the  West.  In  that 
event,  he  will  be  instructed  to  proceed  to  Washington,  on  completing  that 
service,  lor  the  settlement  of  his  public  accounts. 

Yon  will  cause  all  accounts  for  express  and  other  services  performed 
by  the  Indians,  to  be  made  tint  and  properly  certified  ; and  they  will  be 
paid  by  Lieutenant  Searlc,  who  will  have  funds  in  bis  bands  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Should  any  cases  arise  on  which  you  have  not  specific  instructions,  you 
will  consider  yourself  authorize  1 to  exercise  a judicious  discretion. 

Having  accomplished  the  service  with  which  you  are  now  charged,  you 
will  join  me,  wheresoever  I may  he,  for  special  duty. 

I am,  major,  most  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  S.  JESIJP,  Major  Gen.  comdg . 

Maj.  W.  0.  Frkeman, 

Corfu/".  Creek  volunteers,  Tump  a I/uy. 


I i E A 1>Q  I ' A RT E US,  Ar.MY  OK  THE  SoUTH, 

Camp , near  Fori  Jupiter , (E.  F.)  March  1,  1838. 

Sir:  Having  been  assigned  to  the  superintendence  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians and  negroes  now  assembling  at  this  post,  by  the  accompanying  or- 
der of  Major  General  Jesup,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  in  com- 
pliance with  its  directions,  a list  of  those  prisoners  who  have  been  sent  to 
Tampa  for  emigration  westward.  Besides  the  Indians  there  enumerated, 
there  arc  now  in  camp  near  this  place  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
more,  including  women  nncj, children,  whom  I have  enrolled,  and  who  are 
subsisted  by  the  United  States.  I have  been  directed  to  enrol  none  whose 
families  are  not  in,  as  to  such  only  as  have  brought  in  their  families  is 
subsistence  furnished;  that  being  considered  the  best  guaranty  of  their 
intention  to  remain. 

The*  Indians  are  daily  coming  in  in  small  bands;  and  I expect,  when  all 
arrive,  they  will  number  about  three  hundred. 

I atn,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FREEMAN, 

Lieut.  4th  artillery , Act.  Supl.  Seminoles. 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Com.  Ind.  Affairs,  IVashington  city. 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 
Orders,  No.  62.  Fort  Jupiter,  February  25,  1838. 

Par.  1.  Second  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Freeman,  of  the  4th  artillery,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  now 
assembling,  or  which  may  hereafter  assemble,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  post. 
He  will  forthwith  cause  them  to  bo  enrolled,  and  will  take  such  other 
measures  in  relation  to  them  as  the  commanding  general  may  direct. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jcsu;>: 

J.  CHAMBERS,  A.  D.  C.,  and  A.  A.  Gen . 


' 

■ 

( 


■ 


List  qf  Seminole  Indians  and  Negroes  sent  from  FortJupiter  to  Tampa  Bay  for  emigration  to  the  ITcst. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


l lldl 

r It. 

■ 

lit  tu  < rn  1 1 an  J 

Over  HO- 

j 

Total  of  all 

liJ. 

| ages. 

| 

Males. 

Females. 

Mau  « 

Females. 

' 

Males.  Females. 

! 

Indians  - 

- 

‘ 

5 

1 

~ I 

.ri 

i 

Negroes  - 

25 

35 

3‘2 

•to 

•> 

1 

i 132 

i 

. 

Aggregate 

•25 

5t 

‘65 

" 

: - 

i 

157 

l_ 

N "K. — In  addition  to  tin*  above,  five  licnroes,  belong  ini;  to  citizens  o! 
Florida,  have  come  in  and  given  themselves  up  ; tie  ir  names  are  : Moses 
70  years  old,  owned  by  Colonel  Rets;  Hob.  lit)  years  old.  owned  by  Mr 
Win.  Depeysler;  Juba,  g(»  years  old.  owned  by  Colonel  McIntosh;  Dick 
20  years  old,  owned  by  Mr.  Woodmll  ; Jak<-,  18  years  old,  do. 

1 1 K A aili'AH TK’ts,  Army  ok  the  South, 

Camp,  near  Far!  Jupiter.  ( F.  /’.  J March  I.  1838. 

W (L  FREEMAN. 

Lind.  \th  Mrt.,M.  Supl.  Set  titwks. 


1 ! k a i>o»;  a UT k us.  Army  ok  the  South, 

Fort  Jupiter,  (E.  F.,J  March  15,  US 38. 

Sin:  Since  my  In^t  communication  to  your  oiliec,  seventeen  more  I r 
dian  negroes  and  five  slaves  have  com**  in  and  surrendered  themselves 
the  latter  have  been  sent  to  St.  Augustine,  to  their  owner,  Mr.  Depeyskr 
The  Indian  negro.-s  are  in  this  camp,  and  will  be  sent  to  Tampa  by  tin 
first  opportunity,  for  emigration  to  the  West.  I have  enrolled  m alio 
negroes,  including  ten  slaves  oi  citizens  of  Florida,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
nine  ; lip  to  this  date  the  number  of  Indians  enrolled,  and  now  drawin 
rations  of  subsistence  at  this  post,  is  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  ; it  i 
gradually  increasing  by  daily  accessions. 

From  the  best  information  I can  obtain,  there  are  not  more  than  fifty 
negroes,  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  remaining  in  the  nation,  of  whom  uo 
more  than  five  or  six  are  the  property  of  white  people. 

When  all  the  Indians  expected  here  arrive,  there  will  be  something 
like  six  hundred! 

I am,  sir,  with  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Superintendent  Seminotes . 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  Jiff  airs,  Washington  City. 
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United  States  Barracks,  below  New  Orleans, 

March  2 2,  1S3S. 

Sir:  I liave  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  an  order  this  day  received 
from  Geneiai  Gaines.  As  there  wiii  be  nothing  now  to  detain  me  longer 
at  this  place,  I shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements  lor  departure,  and 
will  ascend  the  river  at  the  earliest  possible  period.  I am  in  hopes,  how- 
ever, to  hear  from  you  before  such  preparation  can  he  carried  into  eileet. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  remove  the  negroes  from  Fort  Pike  until  ready 
for  departure;  as  I am  convinced  many  individuals  with  fraudulent 
claims  are  in  a state  of  readiness,  and  only  wait  the  arrival  ol  the  ne- 
groes in  the  city  to  carry  into  effect  their  design.  The  measures  that  I 
shall  adopt  will  bar  their  intention. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JXO.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

1 st.  Lieut  U.  S.  JM.  C.,  and  Dish' g Jlgent  hid.  Dept. 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  •Jjjairs , IVashington  City. 


Headquarters  Western  Division, 

Special  Orders,  No.  4.  Near  New  Orleans , March  21,  1838. 

Major  Zantzinger,  or  the  officer  commanding  at  Foit  Pike,  or  the  odi- 
cer  who  has  charge  of  the  slaves  or  other  servants  belonging  to,  or  lately 
in  the  possession  of,  the  Seminole  Indians,  now  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Reynolds,  destined  to  the  Arkansas  river,  wiii,  on  receipt  hereof,  deliver 
to  the  said  Lieut.  Reynolds  all  such  slaves  or  servants  belonging  to,  or  claim- 
ed by,  or  lately  in  the  possession  of,  the  said  Seminole  Indians,  to  be  con- 
ducted by  him  in  their  movement  to  the  Arkansas  river,  wiiere  the  said 
Indians  and  their  slaves  or  servants  are  to  be  permanently  located  and 
settled;  taking  triplicate  receipts  for  the  said  slaves  or  servants,  one  of 
which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  undersigned. 

" EDM’D  P.  GAINES, 

Major  General  United  States  army}  commanding. 


Fort  Jutiter,  (E.  F.)  March  24,  183S. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  22d  instant,  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  Indians  were  sent  from  this  place  to  Fort  Pierce,  Indian- 
river  inlet,  for  emigration  from  thence;  and  that  I have  this  day  sent 
through  to  Tampa  Bay  sixty-nine  Indians,  fifteen  Indian  negroes,  and 
four  slaves;  the  latter  will  be  returned  to  their  owners,  and  the  others 
will  go  to  the  West.  This  makes  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  Indian  ne- 
groes that  have  been  sent  to  Tampa,  and  seventy-three  Indians;  in  ad- 
dition to  which,  there  have  been  fourteen  slaves  taken,  who  will  be  secured 
to  their  owners. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty  Indians  and  nineteen  Indian  negroes  still  re 
main  here,  to  be  sent  off  very  shortly.  The  whole  number  of  persons 
that  have  been  taken  here  is  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Indians, one 
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hundred  and  fifty-two  Indian  negroes,  and  fourteen  slaves.  In  seizing 
the  Indians  encamped  in  this  vicinity,  sixteen  escaped. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  on  Indian  duty. 


C.  A.  Harris,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Jiff  airs , Washington  city. 


New  Barracks,  delow  New  Orleans, 

A larch  2G,  1S3S. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a contract  lv.*-  carrying  the 
party  of  Seminole  Indians  under  my  charge  to  Fort  Gibson,  or  as  far  as 
the  state  of  the  Arkansas  river  will  admit  of  ascending;  it  being  distinctly 
understood,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  contract,  that  a proportional 
amount  will  be  paid  for  the  distance  conveyed.  The  Indian  negroes  will 
be  received  at  Fort  Pike  and  brought  to  this  place,  via  the  Mississippi 
river.  This  course  was  adopted  with  the  concurrence  of  General  Gaines. 
Everything  will  be  in  a state  of  readiness  to  embark  so  soon  as  the  boat 
arrives.  General  Gaines  has  directed  that  the  guard  under  the  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Wharton  shall  proceed  with  me.  * * '* 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  M.  C. 

Disbursing  Jlgcnt  Indian  Department. 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esp. 

Cojnmissioner  of  Indian  Jiff  airs. 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Fort  Jupiter,  ( E.  F.,)  March  30,  1S38. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  Major  General  Jesup,  I have  the  honor  to  forward 
you  lists  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  Indian  negroes,  and  slaves  of  citizens 
of  Florida,  taken  by  the  troops,  or  who  have  surrendered  themselves  at 
this  post  within  the  last  six  weeks.  The  Indians,  with  the  exception  of 
about  ninety  who  remain  here,  have  all  been  sent  off  for  emigration  west- 
ward. All  the  negroes,  except  three  or  four  retained  as  interpreters,  with 
their  families,  have  been  sent  to  Tampa  Bay.  * * * * 

I aip,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  FREEMAN, 

Lieutenant  on  Indian  duty . 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq. 

Commissioner  qf  Indian  Jiff  airs,  Washington  city. 


of  negroes  who  have  been  captured  by  the  troops  at  Fort  Jupiter , East  Florida^  from  the  22 d February , 183S,  to 

the  present  date. 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  William  Armstrong , acting  superintendent 

W.  T !,  dated 

Washington  City,  April  23,  1838. 

6.  When  General  Jcsup  called  upon  the  volunteers  to  go  to  Florida,  he 
promised  them  all  the  property  they  could  capture.  Accordingly,  the 
Creeks  captured  near  one  hundred  negroes,  which  they  left  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  officers  of  the  United  States.  What  has  become  of  these  ne- 
groes ? Will  they  receive  them,  or  their  value,  as  promised  ? 

7.  That  portion  of  the  Creek  nation,  consisting  mostly  of  the  Neo-mic- 
co  and  Nea-mathla  party,  that  were  hostile — have  they  forfeited  their 
portion  of  the  annuity  ? 

8.  In  1836,  Hopothleyoholo  sent  over,  by  Mr.  Dubois,  twenty  negroes, 
who  were  regularly  enrolled  and  provisioned  by  Captain  Stevenson.  Can 
the  chief  be  paid  for  bringing  over  these  negroes  ? General  Jesup  prom- 
ised that  if  the  chiefs  would  raise  the  warriors  for  Florida,  they  should 
have  ten  thousand  dollars  divided  amongst  them.  There  are  still  a few 
Creeks  in  Alabama,  (say  about  thirty,)  with  eight  negroes ; they  are  una- 
ble to  move,  and  the  nation  are  desirous  to  have  them  west  with  their 
friends. 


Headquarters  Western  Division, 

Near  New  Orleans , (La.,)  April  29,  1838. 

Special  Orders,  No.  8. 

Major  Clarke,  assistant  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans,  will  immediate* 
ly  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  embarcation  and  movement 
of  the  Seminole  Indians  and  blacks,  prisoners  of  war,  now  in  Louisiana, 
to  the  place  of  their  destination  on  the  Arkansas  river,  near  Fort  Gibson. 
They  will  be  guarded  and  protected  by  Lieutenant  Reid,  of  the  5th  in- 
fantry, Lieutenant  Hanson,  of  the  7th  infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Wharton, 
of  the  6th  infantry,  with  such  other  agents  or  conductors  as  Major  Clarke 
may  deem  it  necessary  to  employ. 

The  physicians  at  present  employed  to  attend  upon  the  Indians  and 
blacks,  will  accompany  them  to  Fort  Gibson,  Arkansas.  Major  Clarke 
will  furnish  the  senior  officer  charged  with  the  above  duties  with  the  ne- 
cessary funds  for  all  contingencies  in  the  movement.  Lieutenant  Gray- 
son, the  assistant  commissary  at  New  Orleans,  will  furnish  the  necessary 
provisions  for  the  troops,  Indians,  and  blacks.  The  movement  will  be 
made  under  the  direction  and  control  of  Major  Clarke,  in  the  absence  of 
the  special  agents  appointed  by  order  of  the  Department  of  War.  To 
those  agents  the  Indians  and  blacks  will  be  turned  over  whenever  and 
wherever  they  are  met  with  in  readiness  to  receive  them.  Triplicate  receipts 
will  be  given  by  such  agents  to  the  officer  or  officers  in  whose  charge 
they  shall  be  placed  by  Major  Clarke,  one  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  general,  with  a journal  reporting  all  tho  remarkable  occurrences  and 
casualties  on  the  movement,  copies  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Adairs  and  the  quartermaster  at  New  Orleans. 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 

Major  General  U.  S.  army , commanding . 
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Assistant  Quartermaster’s  Office, 


New  Orleans , May  '3,  1338. 

Sir  : In  the  absence  of  the  emigrating  agent  for  Indians,  I ueem  it  my 
duty  to  advise  you  that  claims  are  made  here  for  about  seventy  of  the 
Seminole  negroes,  and  the  courts  here  have  issued  their  warraits  to  take 
them.  The  United  States  district  attorney  here  has  been  consulted.  He 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  sheriff  mus  oe  allowed  to  serve  the  pro- 
cess. It  appears  they  are  claims  from  Georgia,  purchased  lrom  the  Creek 
Indians.  No  movement  can  be  made  of  the  Indians  or  negroes  at  pres- 
ent. Please  instruct  the  district  attorney  what  is  to  be  done  in  the  case, 
by  express  mail.  The  Indians  are  almost  in  a state  of  mutiny.  They 
believe  the  Government  have  brought  them  here  to  rob  them  of  their  ne- 


groes. 

* I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  CLARKE, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  city / 


Washington  City,  May  6,  1838. 

Sir  : Agreeably  to  your  request  of  yesterday,  I have  the  honor  tc  com 
municate  the  information  you  desired  in  reference  to  the  proposition  tc 
purchase  the  claim  of  the  Creek  Indian  warriors  to  the  negroes  that 
were  captured  by  them  during  the  Seminole  war.  I am  apprized  that 
about  the  latter  part  of  September,  1S37,  after  the  return  of  the  war- 
riors from  Florida  to  Pass  Christian,  an  effort  was  made  by  Major  Free 
man  and  Lieutenant  Searle  to  purchase  their  interest  in  said  negroes 
that  an  offer  of  eight  thousand  dollars  was  made  for  them,  and  refused 
by  the  Indians.  This  information  I received  from  those  officers  as  wel’ 
as  the  Indians,  and  was  a matter  of  general  notoriety  at  that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  T.  SLOAN, 

Lieutenant  and  disbursing  agent . 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City. 


Washington  City,  May  S,  1838. 

Sir  : We,  the  undersigned  chiefs,  headmen,  and  delegates  of  the  Creek 
tribe  of  Indians  west,  being  fully  authorized  by  our  warriors  and  people 
have  this  day  appointed  Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  Esq.,  of  the  State  off  Ala 
bama,  our  lawful  agent  and  attorney,  with  full  authority  to  demand  am 
receive  all  the  negro  slaves  belonging  to  ourselves  and  warriors,  under  an 
engagement  or  agreement  with  General  Thomas  S.  Jesup,  whereby  our 
selves  and  warriors  are  entitled  to  all  the  slaves  captured  by  us  or  then 
in  the  Florida  war.  ' 
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May  we  therefore  request  that  an  order  be  given  for  the  delivery  of 
said  negroes  accordingly,  to  our  said  agent  ? 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

HOPOTHLEYOHOLO,  his  X mark. 
JESHEY  CORNELLS,  his  x mark. 
JIM  BOY,  his  x mark. 

DAVID  BARNARD,  his  x mark. 
JAMES  ISLANDS,  his  x mark. 

Present : W.  Armstrong, 

Acting  Sup' t IV.  T. 

C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs. 


Extract  of  a letter  fromJ.  G.  Reynolds , 1st  Lieutenant  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and 
disbtirsing  agent  Indian  department , dated 

New  Barracks,  near  New  Orleans,  (La.,) 

May  15,  1838. 

Sir  : I arrived  at  this  place  from  Tampa  Bay  with  a party  of  Indians 
yesterday ; was  detained  longer  than  I had  anticipated,  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  General  Jesup  from  Fort  Brooke.  Arrangements  are  made 
for  the  embarkment  of  the  party  for  Fort  Gibson,  with  the  exception  of 
sixty-seven  negroes  who  are  claimed  by  persons  Torn  Georgia.  The  civil 
authority,  I understand,  requires  these  negroes  be  not  removed.  It  ap- 
pears that  General  Gaines  presented  himself  as  defendant,  and  contended, 
as  the  negroes  were  prisoners  of  war,  the  civil  authority  had  no  right  to 
arrest  them  from  the  Government’s  hands.  The  court,  however,  decided 
contrary,  acknowledging  the  Indians  alone  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the 
negroes  subject  to  attachment  as  the  property  of  the  Indians.  As  the  case 
will  not  come  on  for  some  time,  and  deeming  (from  all  that  I have  been 
able  to  learn)  that  the  claim  is  fraudulent,  it  will  be  necessery  that  the 
owners  aid  witnesses  remain.  I do  this  at  the  instance  of  the  United 
States  district  attorney.  The  Indians  and  negroes,  therefore,  will  remain  at 
the  barracks  until  a decision  be  made.  I will  take  all  necessary7  measures 
for  haviug  them  subsisted  and  properly  quartered. 

Major  Clarke  informs  me  that  b 1 has  communicated  to  you  the  situa- 
tion of  the  negroes  alluded  to. 


Mae  17,  1838. 


Sib  : I beg  leave  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  enclosed  letters 
from  Colonel  G.  Humphreys.  I much  fear  that  great  injustice  will  be 
done  to  our  citizens,  if  slaves  claimed  by  Indians  shall  be  surrendered  on 
such  claim,  without  due  examination  of  title. 

Respectfully,  your  servant, 

C.  DOWNING. 


• Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  IVar . 


■ 
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Washington,  May  11,  1S38. 

Sir:  Enclosed,  herewith,  are  some  papers,  which  I beg  leave  to  trans- 
mit, through  you,  as  the  delegate  from  Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Be  good  enough,  after  examining  them,  to  forward  them,  with  such 
remarks  of  your  own  upon  the  matters  to  which  they  relate,  as  may  be, 
in  your  judgment,  expedient  and  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  HUMPHREYS. 

Hon.  Charles  Downing. 


Washington,  (D.  C.)  May  10,  1S38. 

Sir:  In  document  No.  271,  first  session  24th  Congress,  which  casually 
fell  under  my  perusal  a few  days  since,  I find  two  letters  to  your  Depart- 
ment from  Wiley  Thompson,  of  dates  19th  July  and  8th  September, 
1835,  in  relation  to  certain  slaves  of  mine,  who,  several  years  ago,  (I 
think  in  1830,)  absconded  from  me,  and  took  refuge  among  the  Seminole 
Indians,  in  whose  country  they  remained  until  1S33,  at  which  time  they 
were  restored  to  me  by  the  chiefs  of  the  nation.  ^Subsequently,  during 
my  temporary  absence  from  Florida,  dissatisfied  with  the  service  to  which 
I had  put  them,  they  again  absconded  and  took  shelter  in  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory, where  they  have  ever  since  been,  to  my  great  detriment,  protected  ; 
and  a considerable  portion  of  the  time,  as  I am  well  convinced,  with  the 
sinister  privity  and  connivance  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  demand  and 
cause  a surrender  of  them. 

That  the  immediate  predecessor  of  the  late  agent  encouraged  the  In- 
dians to  withhold  this  property  from  me,  for  the  purpose  of  unfair  gain  to 
himself,  is  susceptible  of  the  most  ample  and  conclusive  demonstration. 

To  “the  history  of  Humphrcv’s  claim,”  derived  from  liie  very  respect- 
able and  disinterested  source  of  the  chiefs,  and  several  of  the  most  intel- 
ligent negroes  of  the  nation,  which  seems  to  have  gained  such  ready 
and  entire  credence  with  General  Thompson,  I have  only  to  say  that  it 
is,  in  every  particular,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  my  action,  or  as  my  knowl- 
edge goes,  untrue  even  in  reference,  and  wholly  false  in  point  of  fact. 
The  idea  suggested,  that  the  surrender  of  the  negroes  (which  it  is  admit- 
ted was  made)  “ was  extorted  from  them”  (the  Indians)  fey  an  individual 
destitute  of  official  influence,  and  unbacked  by  any  other  means  of  coer- 
cion, is  too  preposterous  to  require  refutation  or  comment,  and  can  hardly 
be  believed,  when  considered  in  connexion  with  more  recent  events,  and 
the  imperfect  success-  which  has  attended  the  employment  of  the  whole 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  the  war  in  which  it  is  now1  engaged  with 
those  indomitable  and  misguided  people.  I feel  no  disposition  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  General  Thompson  in  the  course  he  took  in  this  matter ; on 
the  contrary,  I would  fain  believe  that  his  intentions  were  upright,  and 
that,  in  this  instance,  as  in  many  others,  he  was  led  astray  by  those  feel- 
ings toward  the  Indian^,  and  that  most  deplorable,  mistaken  estimate  of 
their  character,  which  so  frequently  brought  him  into  error,  and  constantly 
exposed  him  to  their  deceptions,  and  of  which  he  eventually  became  a 
melancholy  victim. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  trouble  the  Department  with  an  argument  in 
support  of  my  claim ; that  I shall  be  prepared  to  offer  before  the  ptopc 
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judicial  tribunal,  and  to  such  tribunal  I must  beg  leave  here  respectfully, 
but  emphatically,  to  urge  that  this  claim,  and  all  others  of  a similar  na- 
ture in  which  I am  interested,  may  be  referred.  I have  to  ask,  also,  that 
sucl  of  my  slaves  as  have  been,  by  the  Government  agents  or  ollicers, 
removed  out  of  Florida,  (and  especially  those  my  title  to  whom  is  to  be 
litigated,)  may  be  returned  to  the  Territory,  and  placed  within  the  juris- 
diction of  its  laws ; and  I must  be  permitted,  at  the  same  time,  to  pro- 
test against  the  future  removal  of  any  of  my  negroes  beyond  such  juris- 
diction. My  reasons  will,  I doubt  not,  at  once  present  themselves  to  your 
mind.  Of  these,  an  essential  one  is,  ’he  great  inconvenience  of  waging  a 
contest  in  a ‘foreign  court,  necessarily  arising  from  the  difficulty  and  heavy 
expense  of  procuring  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  who,  not  being  subject  to 
the  mandate  of  such  court,  could  not,  in  some  cases,  (when  the  importance  of 
their  own  private  concerns  interposed  to  prevent,)  be  at  all  induced  to 
give  attendance,  and,  in  others,  attendance  could  only  be  procured  by  pay- 
ment of  exorbitant  compensation.  These  difficulties  would  be,  in  a great 
degree,  obviated,  and  the  ends  of  justice  better  answered,  by  bringing 
such  controversies  before  some  court  in  Florida,  in  which  there  exists  the 
power  to  cause,  if  need  be,  compulsory  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  upon 
terms  prescribed  by  the  laws. 

I trust  the  Department  will  see  the  reasonableness  of  my  wishes  in  this 
matter,  and  will  therefore  accord  to  them  its  sanction. 

Upon  the  rolls  or  lists  of  captured  negroes  furnished  to  the  Indian  Com- 
missioner by  the  commanding  general  in  Florida,  I recognise  many  of  my 
slaves;  and  among  those  claimed  by  the  Creek  Indians,  under  General 
Jesup’s  extraordinary  bargain  with  them,  are  several  which  l know  to 
be  mine ; and  from  advices  yesterday  received  from  Florida,  I have  little 
doubt  that  there  are  others  of  mine,  in  the  same  gang,  bearing  assumed 
names,  and  otherwise  incorrectly  designated  or  described.  The  surren- 
der of  those  negroes  demanded  by  the  Creeks  will  not,  I take  it  for  grant- 
ed, be  made,  until  due  notice  and  time  are  given  to  those  inhabitants  of 
Florida  who  have  lost  slaves,  to  identify  such  of  their  property  as  has 
been  sent  out  of  the  country. 

An  authenticated  list  and  descriptive  roll  of  all  my  negroes  who  are 
among  the  Indians,  (as  well  refugees  as  those  captured  from  me,)  was 
transmitted  to  Major  General  Jesup,  by  military  express,  in  May,  1837. 
Of  that  roll  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a copy,  which,  though 
perhaps  not  strictly  correct,  is,  nevertheless,  materially,  and  as  much  so 
as,  in  the  absence  of  some  of  my  papers,  I am  at  the  moment  able  to 
make  it. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  HUMPHREYS. 

Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War.  % 
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A list  and  descriptive  roll  of  refugee  and  captured  slaves  belonging  to  Colonel  G.  Humphreys  of  Alachua  county , 

* Florida , ivho  are  in  possession  of  the  Seminole  Indians. 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  dated 
♦ 

“New  Orleans,  Levee,  May  21,  182S. 

“ Sir  : Mr.  Slidell,  the  district  attorney,  has  been  constantly  in  at t«  ud- 
ance  ; it  is  with  his  advice  that  my  movements  arc  made.  I have  requested 
Mr.  Slidell  to  inform  you  of  the  situation  in  which  i hav«*  been  placed,  in 
relation  to  the  various  claims  that  have  been  presented  for  the  Indian  prop- 
erty. All  that  could  be  done  by  me,  has  been,  for  the  protection  of  the 
Indians.  Thirty-one  negroes  out  of  the  sixty-seven  claimed  have  been 
selected  by  tin*  claimants;  these  negroes  I have,  but  am  informed  they  do 
not  belong  to  the  Indians  on  whom  the  claims  have  been  iiK.de. 

“Mr.  Slidell  was  present,  and  has  all  the  information  necessary  for  the 
defence.  ” 


Steamer  “ South  Alabama,” 

Off  / leksbu  eg.  Mississippi,  May  26,  1838. 
Sir:  I enclose,  herewith,  an  abstract  of  my  muster-roll,  giving  the 
whole  number  embarked  on  board  the  two  steamers  “ Renown”  and 
“ South  Alabama,”  viz:  453  on  board  the  former,  which  left  New  Or- 
leans on  the  morning  of  the  1.9th  instant,  and  671  on  board  the  latter,  (in 
which  number  are  included  all  the  negroes,  with  the  exception  ol  the  32 
left  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  anthoritv,  and  7 Spaniards, 
who  objected  to  going  West,  and  were  left  with  an  express  understanding 
that  they  would  not  return  to  Florida  until  the  close  of  the  war.)  at  2 A. 
M.,  on  the  22d  instant.  Since  leaving  New  Orleans,  I have  buried  four  : 
the  party,  generally,  are  in  <rood  health  and  fine  spirits. 

I would  inform  the  Commissioner  that,  to  the  total  number  here  returned 
must  be  added  and  subtracted  the  births,  deaths,  and  those  detached,  tc 
wit:  5 births,  47  deaths,  and  S detached*;  the  whole  that  have  come  into 
my  hands,  therefore,  are  1,221  Indians,  Spaniards,  and  negroes. 

I am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  G.  REYNOLDS, 

Is/  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  G\,  and  disbursing  agent , Ind.  Dept 
C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Com.  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City. 


Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  (on  shore,) 

May  26,  1838. 

' Sir  : Since  my  letter  of  this  morning,  enclosing  an  abstract  of  my  mus- 
ter-roll, Mr.  Collins,  the  attorney  recognised  by  you,  has  sent  off  various 
papers  in  relation  to  certain  claims  for  the  negroes  taken  by  the  Creek  vol- 
unteers, and  your  order  has  been  received.  I have,  therefore,  made  ar- 
rangements with  Mr.  Collins  to  accompany  me  to  Little  Rock,  on  board 
of  my  boat.  That  no  lime  may  be  lost  in  the  emigration  on  the  passage 
lrom  here  thither,  due  care  will  be  had  in  selecting  such  only  as  come 
within  your  order,  as  also  to  apprize  the  chiefs  and  other  Indians  with 
regard  to  the  claim. 
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The  excitement  evinced  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  part  of  the  Indiai 
convinced  me  of  the  necessity  of  this  measure,  h think  that  between  tl 
and  Little  Rock,  I will  be  enabled  to  persuade  them  to  consent,  without  at 
resistance  on  their  part. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  REYNOLDS,  ~ 

1.9/  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and  disbursing  agent,  Ind.  Dept. 

A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Com.  Indian  Affairs,  IVushington  City. 


* 
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Muster-roll  of  a party  of  Seminole  Indian  prisoners,  about  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi  river , tinder  the  char 
oj  John  G.  Hey nolds,  First  Lieutenant  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and,  disbursing  agent  Indian  department , Mify, 
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Remarks. — Detached  7 Spaniards,  who  were  unwilling  to  emigrate;  J1  slaves  and  1 negro,  named  Louis,  ordered 
to  be  sent  West  by  General  Jesup,  who  were  arrested  by  the  civil  authority  o'  New  Orleans. 

JOHN  G.  REYNOLDS, 

1$/  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and  disbursing  agent  Ind.  Dept. 
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' $rl  racist/'  a lei l er  from  I deal  can  at  R\>/ no  Ids,  dated 

\"v''  Little  Rock,  ( Auk.)  June  lNJ^. 

Sih  : I reached  this  place  last  evening  with  some  difficult y,  in  conse- 
y quetiee  of  the  low  stage  of  the  water.  The  first  detachment,  under  the 
charge  of  assistant  commandant  Addo,  is  about  one  hundred  tildes  above; 
it  cotdd  progress  no  farther,  for  the  same  cause.  It  is  expected  the  water 
will  be  up  in  a short  time.  1 have,  therefore,  deemed  it  proper,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Captain  Collins,  to  remain  a lew  (lavs  rather  than  attempt 
transportation  by  land. 

in  my  letter  of  ‘Jtith  ultimo  I informed  von  of  meeting  Mr.  N.  F.  Col- 
lins. the  acknowledged  attorney  on  behalf  of  the  Creek  delegation,  and  his 
willingness  to  accompany  me  to  this  place,  that  the  business  might  be  con- 
ducted without  loss  of  time.  Any  attempt  to  coerce  the  Indians  at  so 
short  a period  after  the  dillicultics  experienced  at  New  Orleans,  would 
have  proved  very  injudicious.  And  1 was  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
on  the  route  they  might  he  induced  to  yield,  particularly  when  made 
fully  sensilije  of  the  determination  of  the  Creeks,  in  the  event  of  taking  the 
negroes  with  them  to  their  new  homes.  Mr.  Collins  air  reed  with  my 
in  this  opinion.  Accordingly,  that  evening  1 assembled  the  chiefs  and 
Indians  owning  negroes,  and  communicated  your  instructions,  and  ex- 
plained every  thitnr  calculated  to  appease  them.  They  at  once  demurred, 
Micnnopy  taking  the  lead,  saying  that  it  \va.  contrary  to  the  express 
words  of  General  Jesup,  and  would  listen  to  nothiiur  calculated  to  dis- 
possess them  of  their  negroes.  Finding  them  thusdotermined,  I prevented 
any  communication  with  them  on  the  subject  until  rc  "*hing  this  place, 
when  they  were  again  called  together,  and  I repealed  to  them  all  that 
bad  been  mentioned  before.  1 told  them  it  was  needless  to  object;  my 
orders  were  positive,  and  must  he  obeyed.  All  was  of  no  use  ; they  be- 
came, if  any  tiling,  more  vexed  than  before,  and  left  me  much  exaspe- 
rated. Mr.  Collins  witnessed  my  exertions  to  carry  «>ut  your  instructions. 
Indeed,  sir,  I have  been  excessively  perplexed  with  these  Indians  and  ne- 
groes. I can  see  no  method,  in  the  absence  of  force,  by  which  possession 
of  the  negroes  can  he  had.  The  authorities  here  show  a decided  in- 
clination to  protect  the  Indians,  and  there  is  no  doubt  every  attempt  will 
fail  on  our  part. 

I have  in  no  instance  acted  with  duplicity.  The  statements  made  have 
been  as  they  actually  exist.  Thirty-one  of  the  number  left  at  New  Or- 
leans are  on  tin*  official  list  handed  me  by  Mr.  Collins. 


New  Orleans,  June  14,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  from  Tampa 
Bay,  with  three  hundred  and  five  Seminole  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  thirty  Sdminole  negroes,  men,  women,  and  children. 

It  will  he  necessary  for  me  to  accompany  them  to  their  new  homes,  as 
there  is  no  officer  at  this  place  for  that  purpose. 

I am  now  making  arrangements  for  their  transportation  and  subsist- 
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ence,  and  shall  leave  in  two  days.  Mr.  Lovell,  assistant  superintendent, 
will  accompany  me. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MORRISON,  Captain  \lh  infantry , 
Superintendent  and  disbursing  agent  Seminole  emigratioJi. 
C.  A.  Harris,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  . Iff  airs,  Washington. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Reynolds , dated 

Little  Rock,  (Arkansas,)  June  IS,  1S38. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  communications 
passed  between  his  excellency  the  acting  Governor  of  Arkansas,  General 
Arbuckle  the  commanding  general  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  myself,  in  relation 
to  the  claimed  negroes. 

I reached  Fort  Gibson  with  my  party,  without  any  accident,  on  the  12th 
instant,  and  turned  them  minutely  over  to  Captain  Stephenson.  You  will 
observe  by  the  muster-roll  which  I have  also  the  honor  to  forward,  that 
on  the  route  from  New  Orleans  up  to  the  period  of  transfer,  54  have  died, 
and  one  who  left  the  party  after  disembarking  at  Fort  Gibson,  previous  to 
muster  for  turning  over.  In  the  number  of  deaths  is  included  King  Philip, 
who  died  GO  miles  from  Fort  Gibson,  owing  to  the  effects  of  age;  the 
honors  of  war  were  bestowed  upon  him,  as  the  chiefs  who  have  previously 
died  were  interred  in  that  manner. 


Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  102.  Tampa  Bay,  April  29,  1838. 

Par.  6.  Lieutenant  Reynolds  of  the  marines  will  take  charge  of  a par- 
ty of  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  now  at  this  post,  and  proceed  with  it 
to  New  Orleans.  The  detachment  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Brock, 
will  constitute  the  guard  to  the  party  to  New  Orleans,  where,  pursuant 
to  order  of  yesterday,  it  will  relieve  the  company  of  the  6th  infantry  now 
there. 

Par.  7.  Lieutenant  Territt  of  the  marines  will  repair  to  New  Orleans 
and  relieve  Lieutenant  Wharton,  6th  infantry,  in  the  command  of  the  de- 
tachment of  recruits  now  forming  a part  of  the  guard  to  the  Indian  pris- 
oners at  New  Orleans. 

Par.  8.  The  detachment  of  recruits  named  in  paragraph  7 will  form, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Territt,  the  guard  of  the  Indian  pris 
oner^about  to  leave  New  Orleans  for  Arkansas,  under  the  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Reynolds  of  the  Indian  department,  and  will  proceed  as  far 
as  Fort  Gibson,  from  whence  it  will  return  to  New  Orleans  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Reynolds;  and  Lieutenant  Territt  will  join  from  Fort 
Gibson  the  command  of  Captain  Dulany  in  the  Cherokee  nation.  On  his 
return  to  New  Orleans,  Lieutenant  Reynolds  will  send  the  guard  to  this 
place,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Brigadier  General  Taylor. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup: 

j.  a.  Chambers, 

A.  D.  C.,  and  A.  A.  General. 


Lieutenant  Reynolds. 
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Little  Hock,  (Arkansas,) 
Steamer  South  . lluhu ma , June  3,  IS3N. 

Sir:  I regret  being  obliged  to  call  upon  your  excellency  lor  aid  to  ca 
ry  into  el  loot  certain  orders  in  relation  to  Seminole  negroes  now  in  n 
charge.  It  appears  from  documents  in  my  possession,  and  other  papers 
hands  of  the  attorney,  sent  on  lor  the  recoveiy  of  the  negroes,  that  tin 
are  those  taken  by  the  Creek  volunteers  in  the  Seminole  war,  and  ha\ 
been  sold  by  the  Creek  delegation  who  have  been  recently  at  W a>hin 
ton.  The  attorney,  Mr.  N.  F.  Collins,  of  Alabama,  was  appointed  I 
the  delegation,  and  that  appointment  ratified  and  acknowledged  by  t! 
proper  authorities  at  Washington  city.  I have,  agreeably  to  my  instru 
tions,  given  every  assistance  to  Mr.  Collins  within,  my  power,  but  ha\ 
not  the  force  necessary  to  compel  the  Indians  and  negroes  to  submit  to; 
identification.  My  only  resort,  therefore,  is  the  aid  of  the  civil  authorit 
by  rendering  which,  your  excellency  will  much  oblige 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

1$/  Ll.  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and  Disbursing  Agent  Ind.  Dept. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  oj  Arkansas. 


Executive  Office, 

Little  Dock,  June  d,  1S3S. 

Sir  : Your  note  of  this  day  has  been  duly  received,  in  which  you  c; 
on  me,  as  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  furnish  you  milita 
force  suliicient  to  coerce  obedience  to  your  instructions  to  surrender 
number  of  negroes  now  with  the  Seminole  Indians  under  yourcommani 
and  stating  that  the  Indians  manifest  a hostile  determination  not  to  pe 
init  the  negroes  in  question  to  he  surrendered  to  the  agent  or  attorney 
the  Creek  Indians. 

I have  also  examined  the  copies  of  the  order  from  the  War  Departmei 
directed  to  you  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  schedule  of  the  negroes,  at 
letter  of  attorney  in  possession  of  Mr.  N.  F.  Collins,  the  Creek  agent  c 
attorney  to  receive  the  negroes  in  controversy. 

After  due  reflection  on  the  subject,  I have  determined  not  to  atford  yo 
any  assistance  to  carry  these  instructions  into  clfect,  and  rcspcctfull 
request  of  you  not  to  attempt  to  turn  over  those  negroes  to  the  claimant 
within  the  Slate  of  Arkansas,  and  more  especially  in  the  neighborhood  r 
Little  Rock.  And  I require  of  you  to  proceed  with  your  command  i 
Indians  and  negroes  to  their  place  of  destination,  with  the  least  practical 
delay,  that  the  citizens  of  Little  Rock  and  its  vicinity  may  he  relieve 
from  the  annoyance  of  a hostile  band  of  Indians  and  savage  negroes. 

Without  prejudging  the  claim  of  the  Creek  Indians  to  the  negroes,  froi 
the  nature  of  things,  it  is  wholly  impracticable  for  the  claimants  to  mak 
a proper  designation  of  the  negroes  claimed  ; there  are  no  witnesses  her 
that  can  identify  the  negroes — not  even  the  person  setting  tip  the  clain 
And  had  the  Government  intended  to  dispose  of  those  negroes  to  th 
Creek  Indians,  it  should  have  been  done  in  Florida ; and  not  bring  h 
dians  and  negroes  into  Arkansas,  the  vicinity  of  their  future  residence 
and  then  irritate  the  Indians  to  madness , and  turn  them  loose  on  on 
frontier,  where  we  have  no  adequate  protection.  The  massacre  of  on 
citizens  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 
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I have  just  visited  the  chiefs  of  your  Indian  command,  and  assured 
them  that  their  negroes  should  not  be  taken  from  them;  Mid  they  haw 
pledged  themselves  that  their  people  shall  go  on  to  their  country  peaceably. 

Your  immediate  departure  will  ensure  peace,  and  avert  the  outrage: 
that  you  had  such  good  cause  to  expect. 

You  will  transmit  this  note  to  the  proper  Department  at  Washington 
as  a justification  of  the  course  you  may  pursue  in  accordance  with  it. 

I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  C.  HO  AN  £ 

Jno.  G.  Reynolds, 

1 st  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and  dish' g agent  hid.  Dept. 


Fort  Gjijson,  (Ark.)  Jane  12,  1838. 
General  : I herewith  enclose  orders  received  from  the  Comimssionc; 
of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  surrender  of  a certain  number  of  negroes  belong 
ing  to  the  Seminole  Indians,  to  Mr.  N.  F.  Collins,  the  attorney  appointed 
by  the  Creek  delegation  which  recently  visited  Washington,  which  ap 
pointment  has  been  ratified  by  the  Department ; and  feeling  myself  bound 
to  turn  over  all  in  my  possession,  in  obedience  to  such  orders,  and  tin 
Seminole  chiefs  and  Indians  refusing  positively  to  give  them  up,  I hav< 
to  request  the  employment  of  such  a force,  general,  as  you  may  deem 
adequate  for  carrying  into  etfect  my  instructions. 

I am,  general,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

I s/  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C.,  and  disb'g  agent  hid.  Dept 
Gen.  M.  Arhucki.e, 

Commanding , <§*e.,  Fort  Gibson , Jlrk. 


Headquarters,  Western  Department,  Third  Division, 

Fort  Gibson,  June  13,  183S. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the  paper 
accompanying  it,  in  which  you  request  me  to  furnish  such  a force  as  ' 
deem  adequate  to  enable  you  to  turn  over  a number  of  negroes  that  wen 
captured  by  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida,  to  Nathaniel  F.  Collins,  thei 
attorney. 

I have  given  to  your  application  much  reflection  ; and  have  determined 
to  decline  a compliance  therewith,  for  the  following  reasons : 

First,  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  identifying  the  negroes  actual!', 
captured  by  the  Creek  warriors,  who  are  now  with  their  former  owners 
and  in  company  with  a large  number  of  other  Indian  negroes;  and  thcr# 
being  no  individual  of  character  present  (as  far  as  I am  informed)  win 
could  with  certainty  designate  them.  Secondly,  the  Seminole  chiefs  pos 
itively  declare  that  General  Jesup  promised  that  the  negroes  taken  Iron 
them  by  the  Creek  warriors  should  be  returned ; and  there  is  reason  to  be 
lieve  that  such  a promise  was  made,  other  than  the  declarat  ion  of  the  chiefs 
In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  proper  that  I should  state  that  the  Semi 
nole  chiefs,  at  the  council  I held  with  them  yesterday,  voluntarily  pledgee 
themselves  to  give  up  the  negroes  in  question,  provided  the  President  a 
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the  United  States  shoe  Id,  alter  being  informed  of  the  laets  m the  case,  so 
decide  ; yet  they  state  that  many  of  the  negroes  have  died;  and  that  sev- 
eral are  claimed  to  have  been  captured  that  were  brought  in  by  their 
owners  when  they  surrendered. 

I am.  s . very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ARBUCKLE. 


Brevet  Brigadier  (leneral  com  mantling. 


J.  G.  Rkvnou*  . 

1st  Lieu/.  S.  Mp  C.,  and  disb'g  agent  Ind.  Dept. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Lieutenant  Reynolds , dated 

New  Orleans,  (La.,)  June  2S,  1S3S. 

“Sir:  The  thirty-three  negroes  who  were  arrested,  seized  from  me 
and  lodged  in  the  jail  of  this  city,  were  last  evening  surrendered  to  me. 
The  Creek  attorney  (N.  F.  Collins,  Esq.)  nor  any  authorized  agent  be- 
ing present,  and  not  wishing  to  detain  them  at  an  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  were  immediately  embarked  and  despatched  West,  with 
25  days’  provisions,  under  the  charge  of  assistant  conductor  Benjamin, 
who,  to  satisfy  the  Indians,  had  been  left  with  the  negroes  at  the  period 
of  seizure ; of  which  fact  I informed  the  Department  at  the  time.” 


July  10. 


Sir:  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Humphreys,  I send  you  these  papers, 
to  which  I beg  to  call  your  particular. attention.  Colonel  Humphreys  has 
suffered  much  by  this  war,  and  I hope  that  no  act  of  the  Government,  by 
removing  beyond  his  reach  such  of  the  slaves  as  have  fallen  into  their 
hands,  will  come  from  the  Department  over  which  you  preside. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DOWNING. 


Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  May  30,  1S33. 

Sir  : Your  note  of  the  2Sth,  accompanied  by  one  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  26th,  and  the  report  of  the  Indian  Commissioner  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, has  been  received.  I must  ask  leave,  through  you,  Vo  reply  to  that  re- 
port, and  to  utter  against  it  my  solemn  and  unqualified  protest.  Its  conclu- 
sions are  unsustained  by  argument,  not  warranted  by  facts,  and  wholly  at 
war  with  the  plainest  principles  of  common  justice.  I i I rightly  construe  its 
somewhat  ambiguous  purport,  it  exhibits  a manifest  disppsition  to  give 
my  rights  in  the  matter  which  is  the  subject  of  correspondence,  the  go- 
by ; to  silence  my  claims  upon  the  Government  for  the  protection  of  my 
interests;  and  to  close  the  door  against  appeal  for  a rightful  indemnity  for 
the  sacrifice  of  those  interests  which  has  already  acc  ..ed,  and  is  still  ari- 
sing, through  the  known  and  sanctioned  instrumentabty  of  the  agents  of 
die  Government.  If  I am  in  error,  it  will,  it  need  not  be  doubted,  afford 
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me  pleasure  to  be  put  right : for  no  one  will,  for  a moment,  suppose  that 
I can  derive  satisfaction  from  continuance  in  an  error  so  unpromising  to 
my  legitimate  wishes,  and  therefore  so  little  calculated  to  impart  satislac- 
tion;  nor  will  those  who  know  me  hesitate  to  believe  that  the  correction 
of  the  error  (if  it  exists)  will  be  especially  .allying,  as  the- means  oi  re- 
moving unjust  impressions  towards  others,  whom  I am  far  Irom  being 
predisposed  to  condemn.  If  (as  is  possible,  and  as  I would,  for  ' isons 
not  exclusively  pertaining  to  myself,  much  prefer  to  think)  the  report  in 
question  has  been  made  in  a forgetfulness  of  some  important  facts  in  the 
case,  and  a lack  of  knowledge  of  others,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected 
that  a reference  to,  or  explanation  of,  those  facts  will  obtain  for  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  report  a reconsideration,  which  I am  fully  convinced 
ought  to  eventuate  in  an  entire  change,  in  some  essential  particulars,  ol 
the  views  of  the  Commissioner.  He  that,  however,  as  ii  may,  it  is  em- 
phatically proper  and  due  to  myself  that  those  facts  should  be  stated. 

I will  commence  the  detail  bv  a passing  notice  of  the  leading  paragraph 
of  the  report,  which  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : “ No  far  as  the  lat- 
ter relates  to  negroes  captured  bv  the  Creek  warriors  in  Florida,  and  who 
have  recently  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  delegation  lately  in  this 
city,  I have  tr  observe,  that,  in  my  judgment,  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  concluded  by  these  proceedings,  and  the  interval  that  has  elapsed, 
and  if  an  opposing  title  is  set  up,”  &c.  If,  by  the  language  “these  proceed- 
ings, and  the  interval  that  has  elapsed,”  is  to  be  understood  the  act  ol 
placing  the  captured  negroes  “at  the  disposal  of  the  delegation,”  and  the 
ime  elapsed  implies,  without  a claim  to  them  having  been  set  up  on  my 
part,  (and  if  this  is  not  the  meaning  intended,  that  meaning  is  beyond  my 
comprehension,)  I must,  in  answer,  take  occasion  to  remind  the  Commis- 
sioner that  several  days  prior  to  the  act  of  surrender  to  the  delegation, 
upon  which  he  places  so  much  stress,  I called  upon  him  personally,  and 
notified  him  that,  among  the  negroes  demanded  by  said  delegation,  were 
i number  which  I knew  to  be  mine,  and  protested  against  their  being 
given  up  ; and  that,  in  reply,  he  gave  me  a ready  and  full  assurance  that 
my  interests  in  the  matter  should  be  cared  for  and  protected,  and  that  the 
negroes  should  not  be  turned  over  to  the  Indians  without  my  being  al- 
lowed ample  time  and  opportunity  to  identify  and  recover  from  among 
them  such  as  were  mine.  The  just  expectations  created  by  this  assu- 
rance, upon  which  I placed  implicit  reliance,  have  been,  in  a manner 
sufficiently  exemplified  in  the  report  under  consideration,  wholly  and  fa- 
tally disappointed.  How  the  discrepanco  which  has  arisen  between  the 
Commissioner’s  professions  and  his  practice  occurred,  it  is  the  province  ol 
others  to  explain.  In  reference  to  the  expressions  used  in  the  report,  and 
if  an  opposing  title  is  set  up,”  I have  to  remark,  that  it  will  seem  appar- 
ent from  this  language,  a design  is  entertained  to  divest  me,  if  practicable, 
of  the  rights  and  advantages  of  an  anterior  proprietorship  of  the  property 
in  question,  and  thus  place  my  claim  in  a secondary  attitude  ot  validity. 
To  this  I must  peremptorily  object ; and  I will  not  so  far  insult  the  com- 
mon sense  of  any  one  as  to  deem  it  necessary  to  oifer  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  objection. 

“The  more  especially”  (continues  the  report)  “ as  General  Jcsup  has 
reported  that  all  the  negroes  captured  by  ‘lie  Creeks,  and  claimed  by  the 
whites,  were  delivered  nearly  twelve  nv>  ilhs  ago.”  In  response  to  this 
last  plea  in  bar,  I will  so  far  trespass  as  to  submit  a brief  history  ol  events, 
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authenticate*!  by  the  accompanying  papers  marked  A to  (’,  which 
show  to  how  much  weight  that  plea  is  entitled. 

It  is  a matter  of  notoriety  m Florida,  at  least,  and  one  to  which  \ 
personal  knowledge  I believe  fully  extends,  that  it  is  my  misfortune  t 
anions  the  sufferers  by  the  Indian  war,  which  has  so  thoroughly  de 
tated  the  entire  portion  of  that  once  happy  ami  nourishing  Territory, 
heaviest  loss  consisted  in  negroes  ; a valuable  gain:  of  thirty-lour  ot  w 
were  captured  by  the  enemy  in  the  summer  of  lS3<i:  some  twenty 
others  absconded  before  the  war  commenced,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
dian  country. 

In  the  course  of  the  operations  of  the  Government  forces  in  the  wi 
of  1 S3*i — y 7.  many  nei/roes  were  taken  by  those  forces,  and  sent  to  Ta 
Bay.  Early  in  the  spring  of  the  latter  year,  Idlers  from  the  army  «' 
to  St.  Augustine,  where  I then  was,  (several  to  myself  from  pers 
friends.)  stating  the  fact  of  the  captures,  and  advising,  that  of  the 
lives  a considerable  number  were  supposed  to  belong  to  the  inhabit 
of  Florida.  1 was  particularly  informed  that  several  of  them  claiim 
be  mine;  and,  from  names  and  descriptions  sent  to  me,  there  exists  n 
shadow  of  doubt  that  they  were  my  property.  The  receipt  of  t lie  i 
ligence  aforesaid,  so  interesting  and  cheering  to  those  who  had  been 
spoiled  of  their  slave-property,  was  speedily  followed  by  preparatioi 
their  part  (myself  among  them)  to  proceed  to  the  depot  at  Tampa  fo 
purpose  of  recovering  such  portion  of  their  property  as  they  might  ’ 
the  good  fortune  to  find  there.  The  evening  preceding  the  day  fixe 
the  commencement  of  the  journey  brought  with  it  a military  ord< 
which  the  paper  marked  A is  a copy,  paralyzing  or  putting  a stop  to 
contemplated  movement,  and  giving  the  deathblow  to  ilieir  new  an 
but  still-born  hopes.  This  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  comman 
general  induced  those  who  intended  to  make  the  journey  with  ni 
abandon  the  project,  and  leave  the  result  to  fortune.  Not  willing  m 
lo  depend  on  a power  of  such  proverbial  fickleness,  and  deeply  appre 
sive  that  the  operation  of  the  order  would  be  productive  of  heavy  lo 
me  unless  its  revocation  could  be  procured,  I determined  upon  an  * 
to  reach  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  with  a view  to  make  an  appi 
the  commanding  general  in  person;  and,  accordingly,  on  the  20th. 
left  St.  Augustine  for  that  purpose.  On  arriving  at  Black  creek, how 
I was  assured  by  the  ollicer  in  command  there  that  the  prosecution  o 
journey  beyond  Fort  I)rane  (which  it  will  he  seen  was  on  the  line  o! 
marcation  indicated  in  the  interdictory  order)  was  impracticable,  a 
officer  was  stationed  at  that  point  whose  duty  it  was  to  scour  the  con 
to  intercept  and  turn  back  all  who  might  attempt  to  pass  the  design 
boundary,  and  that  his  instructions  were  to  use  coercion  if  neccs 
Seeing,  therefore,  no  hope  of  effecting  my  purposed  visit  to  headquai 
and  aware  that  there  was  little  chance  of  overcoming,  by  the  for* 
mere  reason,  the  positive  mandate  of  a popular  military  leader,  even 
I felt  (what  I certainly  did  not)  inclined  to  tamper  with  or  lose  sigl 
that  necessary  discipline  of  the  army  which  constitutes  its  vital  prim 
and  is  so  indispensable  to  its  efficiency  and  usefulness,  I was  fain  to 
submission,  and  abandon  my  undertaking.  Under  these  circumstatv 
took  the  only  method  left — that  of  writing  to  the  commanding  genet 

From  Black  creek  I addressed  to  him  a letter  (accompanied  by 
and  descriptive  roll  of  my  negroes)  soliciting  Ids  interposition  to  pn 
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their  being  carried  of! and  permanently  lost  to  me.  In  reply  to  my  letter. 

I received  the  communication  marked  C.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  I ad- 
dressed Major  Graham,  who  it  seemed  was  to  play  umpire  between  the 
inhabitants  of  Florida  and  the  Indians,  asking  him  to  advise  me  of  the 
rule  he  intended  adapting  in  his  adjudications  upon  the  right  of  property, 
and  asking  him,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  me  at  what  time  and  place 
white  persons  might  present  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  and 
claiming  their  property.  To  my  letter  that  gentleman,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  himself,  has  not  deigned  to  reply;  nor  has  there,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  been  voluntarily  imparted  to  me,  from  an  ollicial  source, 
any  information  calculated  to  enlighten  me  as  to  the  situation  of  my  prop- 
erty, and  enable  me  to  take  the  steps  necessary  for  its  preservation.  On 
the  contrary, a studied  and  inflexible  sileilce  on  the  subject  seems  to  have 
been  maintained  towards  myself  and  my  agents.  With  what  justice  cr 
propriety,  I ask,  can  it  be  pretended,  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts,  that  the 
lo&  which  threatens  to  involve  me,  growing  out  of  the  acts  of  others, 
(Government  agents,  over  whom  I had  no  control,)  is  attributable  to  my 
own  apathy  or  want  of  exertion  for  its  prevention  ? What  possible  meas- 
ure for  security  did  the  order  of  General  Jesup  leave  to  me,  of  the  slight- 
est promise,  save  the  one  to  which  I had  recourse  ? None  whatever, 
ilow  little  that  has  profited  me,  my  present  embarrassments,  and  the  in- 
juries under  which  I am  smarting,  sufficiently  demonstrate. 

it  is  wholly  foreign  to  my  purpose  and  wishes,  in  making  this  commu- 
nication, to  call  in  question  the  correctness  of  the  motives  of  General 
Jesup  in  issuing  the  order  which  has  operated  with  such  peculiar  severity 
upon  my  interests.  That  he  deemed  the  measure  necessary,  his  adoption 
of  it  is  abundant  evidence;  and  that  it  was,  in  some  degree  so,  I am  not 
prepared  to  urge  a full  denial ; nor  am  I disposed  unreasonably  to  com- 
plain, if  it  has  been  found  requisite,  for  the  beneficial  prosecution  of  the 
public  service,  to  transfer  from  me,  or  otherwise  use  my  property,  provided 
a fair  compensation  for  it  is  awarded  to  me;  but,  I may  and  do  insist, 
that,  in  so  far  as  the  order  in  question,  or  any  other  public  measure,  has 
occasioned  detriment  to  me,  an  undeniable  claim  to  indemnity  is  created 
by  the  act  in  my  favor,  and  against  the  Government ; and  such  claim  I 
must  be  permitted,  in  this  place, and  in  conclusion,  distinctly  and  earnestly 
to  assert. 

The  paper  marked  H is  a copy  of  a communication  addressed  to  Gen- 
eral Jesup,  by  a committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  at  a meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  East  Florida,  convened  at  the  city  of  St.  Augustine  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  promulgation  of  his  order.  This  communication  is  re- 
ferred to  as  imbodying  the  sentiments  of  the  community  from  which  it 
emanated  in  relation  to  that  order. 

---1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  HUMPHREYS. 

Hon.  C.  Downing. 


A. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 

Orders,  No.  70.  Tampa  Bay,  %/lpril  5,  1837. 

Paragraph  1.  The  commanding  general  has  reason  to  believe  that  the 
interference  of  unprincipled  white  men  with  the  negro  property  of  the 
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Seminole  Indians,  if  not  immediately  cheeked,  wiii  prevent  their  cm 
tion,  and  lead  t<»  a renewal  of  the  war.  Responsible  as  he  is  for 
peace  and  security  of  the  country,  lie  will  not  permit  such  interfere 
under  any  pretence  whatsoever ; and  he  therefore  orders  that  no  \\ 
man,  not  in  the  service  of  the  Tinted  States,  he  allowed  to  enter  any 
of  the  territory  between  the  St.  John’s  river  and  the  Gulf  of  Me: 
south  of  Fort  brane. 

Paragraph  ‘J.  The  inspector  gencraF  will  cause  all  merchant  or  tr 
port  vessels  arriving  in  this  harbor  to  be  immediately  examined,  an< 
names  of  all  individuals  on  board  to  he  registered.  No  one  will  bi 
lowed  to  come  on  shore,  except  for  the  transacting  of  public  bush 
Vessels  from  whence  any  individual  shall  be  landed  contrary  to  this  01 
or  on  board  of  which  spirituous  liquors  may  be  found,  will  be  immed 
ly  sent  olf,  and  shall  not,  under  any  circumstances,  be  employed  in  the  \ 
lie  service. 

Paragraph  :>.  All  negroes  now  at  this  place,  the  property  of  citizen 
the  United  States,  will  be  sent  to  St.  Mark’s.  The  inspector  general 
furnish  Lieutenant  Vinton  a list  of  them,  with  their  owners’  names.  L 
tenant  Vinton  wiii  give  notice  to  their  owners  to  take  charge  of  them 
mediately. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Jesup  : 

J.  A.  CHAMBERS, 

/>/.,  A.  D.  C'.,  and  A.  A.  Get 


B. 

Si  a : The  undersigned,  a committee  appointed  by  a public  meetin 
the  citizens  of  Si.  Augustine,  and  other  inhabitants  of  East  Flor 
convened  on  the  occasion  of  the  promulgation  of  the  order  79  of 
commanding  general  of  the  army  of  the  South,  beg  leave  respectf 
to  lay  before  him  their  views  in  relation  to  it,  which  its  direct  bearing 
their  highest  interests  renders  proper,  in  their  apprehension,  for  his  c 
sideration. 

In  acknowledging  the  deep  obligation  they  owe  to  the  commatu 
general  for  the  exertion  of  that  skill  and  energy  which  have,  as  they  c 
fidently  believe,  brought,  this  calamitous  war  to  a conclusion,  they 
affirm  a sentiment  which  they  are  assured  pervades  the  whole  of  t 
portion  of  this  Territory  which  lias  suffered  most  from  its  ravag 
yet  they  cannot,  because  of  the  universality  of  the  sentiment,  forego 
present  occasion  of  -expressing  the  sincerity  with  which  they  particij 
in  it. 

The  undersigned,  in  common  with  those  whose  interests  and  views  tl 
represent,  feel,  and  appreciate  truly,  the  many  difficulties  which  surroi 
the  negotiations  of  the  commanding  general  with  a barbarous  and  fa 
less  enemy.  While  they  believe  that  the  accomplishment  of  a cert 
pacification  must,  as  it  ought,  be  an  object  of  primary  importance  in  th 
negotiations,  they  persuade  themselves  that  the  preservation  of  the  nc 
property  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  desolated  country  must 
seen  by  him  to  be  an  object  of  scarcely  less  moment. 

Admitting,  as  this  community  unfcignedly  does,  the  singleness  of  p 
pose,  for  the  public  good,  by  which  the  exertions  of  the  commanding  g 
eral  have  been  directed,  they  cannot  but  foci  that  the  particular  rights  i 
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interests  of  the  slaveholders  of  East  Florida  are  made  somewhat  to 
palpably  by  the  order  referred  to,  and,  as  the  undersigned  venture  to  third 
unnecessarily,  a sacrifice  to  that  end.  Inhibited  as  the  owners  oi  slaves  i 
the  possession  of  the  Indians  are,  by  this  order,  from  appearing  in  th 
camp  of  the  commanding  general,  or  elsewhere,  for  the  purpose  of  idei 
tifying  their  property,  the  undersigned  can  conceive  no  possible  mean 
by  which  it  can  be  secured,  or  an  Indian  claim  to  it  be  repelled.  B 
what  means,  it  is  respectfully  inquired,  can  the  commanding  general,  con 
sistently  with  that  certainty  demanded  by  justice,  and  the  undeniabi 
rights  of  the  people  of  this  Territory , distinguish  between  their  negroe 
and  those  of  the  Indians  ? liy  negro  or  Indian  testimony  alone  can  lie 
as  it  is  conceived,  be  guided  in  this  discrimination;  because  these  are  tin 
only  sources  which  this  order  leaves  to  him,  whence  he  can  deriv'd  his  in 
formation.  How  feeble  a security  this,  for  the  development  of  the  truth 
need  not  be  insisted  on. 

The  negro,  enamored  of  change  of  any  kind,  and  especially  of  tlu 
quasi  independence  which  he  sees  will  mark  his  condition  under  Indiat 
dominion,  will  surely  be  no  faithful  witness  against  Iris  own  desires,  and 
those  of  his  fellows.  And  the  Indian,  greedy  in  the  accumulation  o 
property,  but  above  all  eager  to  add  to  his  physical  strength,  on  entering 
on  a new  and  unknown  country,  and  amid  untried  and  doubtful  friends, 
will  hesitate  at  no  means  to  convert  the  slave  of  the  white  man  into  tin 
servant  and  feudatory  of  the  savage  ; yet,  by  the  testimony  of  these 
witnesses  alone,  as  the  undersigned  believe,  are  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  Territory  in  their  large  negro  property,  nowin  the  possession  of  tlu 
Indians,  to  be  judged  of  and  determined. 

Against  such  a course — a course  so  destructive  of  their  rights  and  inter- 
ests— the  citizens  of  St.  Augustine,  and  others,  in  the  above-mentioned 
public  meeting,  assembled  lor  themselves  and  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants 
ol  East  Florida  generally,  (notwithstanding  tin*  integrity  of  purpose  by 
which,  they  freely  concede,  the  order  in  question  has  been  prescribed,)  do 
most  solemnly  protest.  I11  thus  objecting  to  the  course  which  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Florida  has  thought 
it  necessary  to  adopt  on  this  subject,  the  undersigned  have  it  especially 
in  charge  to  disclaim  all  intention  of  disrespect  towards  that  distinguished 
individual.  Towards  him  personally,  and  as  an  officer,  the  undersigned, 
and  those  whose  sentiments  they  express,  entertain  a high  respect;  but, 
referring  directly  to  them  and  their  interests,  as  the  order  in  question  does, 
and  promulgated,  as  it  is,  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  the  people, 
especially  of  this  part  of  the  Territory,  they  feel  that  they  are  not  permit- 
ted to  suffer  its  requirements  and  inhibitions  to  pass  without  that  candid 
and  respectful  exposition  of  their  sentiments  in  regard  to  them  which  it  is 
the  purpose  of  these  remarks  to  render.  Silence  on  their  part,  under  such 
circumstances,  might  possibly  be  deemed  an  acquiescence  in  the  propriety 
of  this  measure,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  This  inference  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  undersigned,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  committed  to  them, 
to  repel ; but  they  design  nothing  more. 

The  undersigned  are  directed  to  inform  the  commanding  general,  that 
it  was  the  purpose,  before  the  reception  of  his  order,  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  meeting,  who  have  lost  their  negroes  during  the  present  war, 
to  make  an  immediate  visit  to  Tampa  Bay,  with  a view  of  identifying 
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and  claiming  their  property,  which  they  supposed  would  he  found  roll 
at  that  point ; but  v"  'ding,  as  they  arc  compelled  to  do.  submission  t< 
order,  tlu*v  have,  since  its  reception,  abandoned  that  design;  and  to 
in  common  with  all  others  affected  by  its  mandate,  nothing  remain 
that  they  throw  themselves,  with  their  property  and  rights,  on  the  p 
protection,  and  care  of  the  commanding  general,  relying  on  the  just 
the  Government  for  ind  *innity  in  so  far  as  their  rights  may  be  sacri 

But, in  doing  this,  the  undersigned  would,  with  great  respect,  sub 
to  his  consideration  and  judgment,  whether  his  order  might  not  be  s 
beneficially  modified  as  to  permit  the  owners  of  slaves  in  the  poss 
of  the  Indians  to  visit  Tampa  Bay,  or  soma  other  place  to  he  indi< 
and  to  point  out  their  property,  under  such  restraints  and  guards  a 
commanding  general  might  adopt,  and  as  would  certainly  secure  th 
proposed  bv  his  order,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  those  sufferers  t 
cover  this  remnant  of  their  wrecked  fortunes,  which  will  otherwise 
great  extent,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear,  pass  from  their  pow* 
ever. 

The  undersigned  would  also  respectfully  solicit  that,  instead  of  se 
the  slaves  who  may  he  retained,  and  acknowledged  to  beloug  to  th 
pie  of  East  Florida,  to  St.  Mark’s,  as  the  order  contemplates,  they  rn 
sent  to  this  place,  or  some  convenient  point  on  the  St  Joint’s  river,  ' 
they  can  be  received  without  subjecting  their  owners  to  the  great  i 
venience,  hazard,  and  expense  of  conducting  them  through  a dep< 
ted  and  ravaged  country,  to  a place  of  security;  an  evil,  to  the  small 
proprietor,  little  less  grievous  than  the  surrender  of  his  property  t 
Indians. 

JOS.  L.  SMITH. 

JOHN  DRYSDALE. 
GAD  HUMPHREYS. 
ANDREW  ANDERSON 
GABRIEL  W.  PERPA1 
THOMAS  DOUGLASS. 
THOMAS  II.  DUMME 
JOSEPH  S.  SANCHEZ 
DAVID  R.  DUNHAM. 

Major  General  Thos.  S.  Jesup. 


C. 

Headquarters,  Army  of  the  South, 
Tampa  Bay , April  SO,  It 
Sir:  I have  ieccived  your  letter  of  the  27th,  on  the  subject  of  tl 
groes  which  you  claim  as  now  among  the  Indians.  Several  said  to  1 
to  you  were  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  have  been  sent  to  St.  M 
Ansel  is  claimed  by  Judge  Smith.  I have  retained  him  as  an  inter] 
Your  letter,  with  the  list  of  slaves  will  be  handed  to  Major  Willia 
Graham,  the  agent  of  the  P.eminoles,  who  will  see  that  the  Indians  l 
tected  in  their  property,  at  the  same  time  that  they  shall  not  take  o: 
of  the  citizens  of  Florida.  » 

I am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  JESUP, 
Maj.  Gen.,  comdg.  Army  of  the  So 
Col.  G.  Humphreys,  Si.  Mark’s,  Florida. 
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Tuskegee,  (Ala.,)  July  29,  1838. 

Sik:  Immediately  after  my  arrival  (about  the  1st  of  this  mouth)  I was 
taken  sick  with  the  fever,  from  which  I am  just  recovering;  which  will  ac- 
count for  the  delay  in  communicating  the  result  of  my  mission  to  procure 
die  Seminole  negroes  that  were  to  have  been  turned  over  to  me  as  agent 
of  the  Creek  Indians. 

I left  Washington  on  the  10th  of  May,  and  arrived  in  New  Orleans  on 
he  22d,  the  day  after  Lieutenant  Reynolds  had  left  there  with  the  Li- 
lians, and  all  the  negroes,  except  thirty-two  that  were  detained  by  the 
civil  authority,  at  the  instance  of  Love.  I did  not  overtake  Reynolds 
until  he  arrived  at  Vicksburg,  when,  after  some  exertion,  I succeeded  in 
saving  his  order  handed  to  him,  and  he  came  ashore  and  suggested  the 
probability  of  his  being  able  to  induce  the  Indians  to  consent  to  deliver 
he  negroes  willingly  (between  thirty-five  and  forty  of  which,  by  a com- 
parison of  our  lists,  we  found  he  had  in  his  possession)  if  I would  go  on 
hoard  and  proceed  up  the  river  with  him.  This  I acceded  to,  as  1 was 
anxious  to  pursue  such  a course  as  would  tend  ever  so  remotely  to  con- 
iliate  the  Indians  and  harmonize  with  the  views  of  the  officer  in  charge. 
The  experience  of  a day  or  two,  however,  proved  that  these  calculations 
/ere  erroneous,  and  I went  on  to  Little  Rock  to  get  a force  to  coerce  their 
delivery.  On  our  arrival  there,  Lieutenant  R.  called  upon  the  acting  Gov- 
rnor  of  Arkansas  for  assistance,  but,  from  some  cause  or  other, he  refused 
i,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  correspondence  forwarded  you  by  Lieutenant  R. 
then  proceeded  with  the  party  to  Fort  Gibson,  calculating  certainly 
m being  able  to  obtain  the  necessary  assistance  at  that  place.  Lieutenant 
l on  arriving  within  three  miles  of  the  fort,  landed  one  of  the  boats,  and 
roceeded  with  the  other  (having  all  the  negroes  and  some  Indians) 
iirectlv  to  the  fort, and  made  known  to  General  Arbuckle  the  situation  of 
he  affair, and  presented  him  with  all  the  papers,  fie  held  a lengthy  in- 
srview  with  the  Seminole  chiefs,  in  which  the  various  talks  and  prom- 
ts of  General  Jesup  were  detailed;  the  number  and  identity  of  the 
negroes  denied,  and  the  validity  of  the  whole  transaction  cpiestioned,  &c.; 
nd  hence  the  conclusion,  as  he  had  received  no  order  in  relation  to  the 
;egroes,  he  should  not  interfere,  and  directed  Lieutenant  R.  to  land  them 
/ith  the  Indians;  first,  however,  to  conclude  the  farce,  he  exacted  from  each 
hief,  separately,  the  promise,  if  the  President  should  decide  that  the  ne- 
;mes  should  be  given  up,  that  they  would  deliver  them  to  him.  This, 
pf  course,  they  promised;  any  explanation  or  remonstrance  urged  by  me 
vas  unavailing. 

On  arriving  at  New  Orleans,  on  my  return.  I found  the  representatives 
>f  Love  had  withdrawn  their  claim  against  those  thirty-two.  ^negroes  that 
were  left  there,  thirty-one  of  which  Lieutenant  R.  expressed  himself 
satisfied  belonged  to  the  claim.  I addressed  a note  to  Lieutenant  R.,  re- 
questing that  such  of  the  negroes  as  he  was  satisfied  of  the  identity  might 
be  turned  over  to  me ; he,  in  reply,  referred  me  to  Major  Clark  who 
was  his  senior  officer,  and  who  had  received  similar  instructions  to  his 
^wn.  I had,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  R.,  the  day  before  called  upon 
Major  Clark,  and  learned  his  determination  in  relation  to  the  negroes.  He 
iid  not  recognise  the  validity  of  his  order,  inasmuch  as  “ By  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War”  did  not  precede  your  signature;  and  had  even  the 
hardihood  to  state  that,  by  an  examination  of  the  lists,  none  of  those 
uegroes  in  New  Orleans  were  embraced  in  the  claim  I presented;  and 
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subsequently  ordered  Lieutenant  Reynolds  to  vend  the  negroes  lorthv, 
to  Arkansas.  Alter  I saw  a settled  and  determined  purpose*  jo  thwart 
there,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  I lelt  New  Orleans  tin  next  da\  lot  tins  ]>■■ 
aiid  since  my  arrival  here.  I have  learned,  by  a letter  Irom  Lieiiteii 
Reynolds,  that  the  negroes  were  sent  oil  the  next  day  alter  1 h it. 

Captain  .Morrison  1 did  not  see.  Not,  perhaps,  hetnu  as  Iruitlul  m 
peiiients  ;is  some  others  of  them,  he  stopped  at  !•'« nt  .iaekson.  and  sen 
New  Orleans  lot  transportation,  oultit,  &e.  ami  passed  the  city  on  his\ 
up,  without  hut  lew  knowing  who  he  was.  or  any  1 1 1 i nir  else  in  relat 
to  iiim.  I learned  indireetlv  from  Major  Clark,  who  probably  did 
intend  this  admission  tor  me,)  that  he  had  between  twenty  and  tliirn 
the  negroes  on  board  belomjini:  to  this  claim. 

thus  I It  avo  uiven  you.  as  hrietlv  as  possible,  the  prominent  teati 
attendin'?  the  prosecution  of  this  claim. 

I am,  sir.  with  the  highest  respect,  yours,  &e., 

N.  F.  COLLINS 


C.  A.  Hakkis,  KsiJ  . 

('•mi  V Indian  Jljjuirs.  ll'nshin^ton  City. 


Montoomkkv,  (Ala.)  •iugmf  S,  LS3b 
Sm:  Since  wrttinir  vou  a week  since.  I have  understood  that  Lt< 
Reynolds  lias  informed  you  that  on  his  arrival  in  New  Orleans  the 
"roes  that  were  detained  there  had  hern  surrendered  to  him,  and  that 
consequence  of  my  not  heine  there,  they  were  sent  oil' to  Arkansas,  &< 
After  seeing  so  much  duplicity  and  management  as  has  been  manil 
ed  by  the  ollieers  with  whom  1 have  recently  had  intercourse,  particula 
Lieutenant  R.,  ! am  not  surprised  at  the  above  statement. 

Lieutenant  R.  is  well  apprized  that  the  negroes  had  been  turned  ove 
him  while  1 was  in  New  Orleans;  and  it  is  also  susceptible  of  proof,  tl 
during  my  stay  there,  arrangements  were  privately  making  to  chart* 
bout  to  transport  them.  After  I learned  this,  I purposely  threw  my 
in  his  way;  but  he  said  not  a word  to  me  in  relation  to  the  negroes,  ui 
l addressed  him  the  note  which  is  herewith  enclosed.  After  receiving 
answer,  I,  in  his  presence,  addressed  the  enclosed  copy  to  Major  Clai 
blit  before  1 bad  procured  a messenger  to  carry  it  to  Major  C.,  Lieuten. 
U.,  after  being  a short  time  absent  from  the  room,  returned,  and  inforn 
me  that  he  had  seen  the  sheriff,  and  lie  bad  refused  to  turn  over  the 
groes  to  him;  which  rendered  it,  as  I conceived,  unnecessary  to  send  t 
note  to  Major  C.  After  my  return  he  no,  he  wrote  that  (the  next  c 
after  I left,  it  seems)  the  sheriff  reviewed  his  decision,  and  a second  ti 
turned  them  over  to  Lieutenant  R. ; and,  as  he  states  in  his  letter  to  i 
that  Major  Clark  ordered  them  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Arkansas.  ^ 
was  it  necessary,  then,  for  me  to  have  been  there,  since  he  had  yieh 
every  thing  to  his  senior  ofheer;  and  that  otliccr  he  knew  had  determii 
not  to  Tespect  the  order  he  had  received,  and  had  determined  (as  his  r> 
vious  statement  and  subsequent  conduct  prove)  to  send  them  forth ivitn 
Ajrkansus?  It  is  about  such  a subterfuge  as  the  sheriff  turning  over  the  i 
groes, and  withholding  them  after  iny  letter  to  Maj£r  C.  was  seen,  and  tl 
turning  them  over  again  aft<\r  it  was  known  Iliad  left.  It  is  due  Lieuten; 
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R.  to  observe  that  he  stated  to  me.  that  the  shcritF  told  him  a lie.  I know 
not  what  object  ho  could  'nave  had  in  view  in  doing  so. 

I remained  in  New  Oilcans  1’our  days:  in  which  time  I became  con 
vinced,  From  the  inanumvi' 'ini:  that  was  evinced,  that  nothing  would  he 
gained  by  a longer  stay;  and  as  the  sickly  season  was  approaching,  I lelt. 
with  the  conv  iction  that  the  sheritl’  would  alter  his  decision  as  soon  as  I 
left  there. 


V.  A. 


I am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  yours, 

N.  1<\  COLLINS, 

• Jgcnt  Creel • warriors. 

1 1 ar ms,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Indian  AJJ'airs , Washington. 


New  Orleans,  June  2.3,  1S38. 

Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  inform  me  if  there  has  been  any  de- 
cision in  relation  to  the  Seminole  negroes  that  were  detained  here  uudei 
die  claim  of  Love,  and  what  number  of  them  you  are  satisfied  nr« 
embraced  in  the  claim  of  the  (’reek  Indians,  under  the  decision  of  th< 
Secretary  of  War?  As  the  agent  of  the  Creek  Indians,  I request  that,  in 
conformity  with  your  orders,  you  will  deliver  to  me  all  the  negroes  tliai 
have  been  satisfactorily  identified,  as  soon  as  the  claim  of  Love  lias  been 
dismissed. 

Respectfully, 

N.  F.  COLLINS. 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Reynolds, 

Assistant  Ihni^  ruling  . 2gent. 

s 

New  Orleans,  June  2»j,  1838. 

Sir  : I have  received  your  note  of  yesterday's  date,  and  have  to  stun 
that  the  case  alluded  to  by  you  lias  been,  tarn  informed,  dismissed  by  th* 
authorities  having  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  Rut  being,  as  I now  am. 
subject  to  the  orders  of  an  officer  senior  in  rank*  to  myself,  and  one  who 
has  received  similar  orders  or  letters  in  relation  to  the  negroes  in  question. 
I must  refer  you  to  him  (Major  Clark)  for  an  answer  to  the  other  qm*s- 
tious  contained  in  \rour  letter. 

I am,  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  G.  REYNOLDS, 

1st  Id.  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  I)isb'i*  Ag'i  Ind.  l)cpt. 

N.  F.  Collins, 

New  Orleans. 


New  Orleans,  June  26,  1S38. 

Sin : In  answer  to  a note  of  mine  to  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  requesting 
hui,  in  conformity  with  an  order  he  had  received,  to  deliver  to  me  such 
Seminole  negroes  as  are  now  here, 'and  embraced  in  the  claim  of  Creek 
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warriors,  lie  referred  me  to  you,  as  the  agent  of  the  Creek  Indians, 
have  the  same  request  to  make  of  you, 

I hope  the  informality,  which  you  stated  to  me  a few  days  since,  y 
conceived  in  the  order  of  the  Commissioner  «>f  Indian  Affairs,  will  i 
present  a bar  to  the  claim  I represent,  inasmuch  as  you  also  stated  \ 
were  daily  expecting  a letter  from  the  Commissioner,  either  denying  or 
firming  that  his  order  to  you  wa*  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  AV 
In  the  interim,  that  no  loss  should  accrue  to  the  Tinted  States,  1 propt 
that  the  negroes  shall  remain  at  my  expense,  until  the  Department 
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mit,  at  the  Orleans  hotel. 


Major  I.  Cl  a hk, 

\ew  Orleans. 


Respectfully, 


N.  1<\  COLLINS 


Headquarters,  2d  Department,  \V.  Division, 


Furl  Gibson,  sin  gust  27,  1 S3S. 


Sir:  1 liad  the  honor  on  the  2 2d  instant  to  receive  your  instructions 
the  21st  ultimo,  together  with  tin*  papers  to  which  they  refer. 

I extremely  regret  that  the  United  States  is  liable  to  suffer  loss,  in  er 
sequence  of  the  Creek  warriors  having  sold  and  received  pay  for  the  i 
groes  they  captured  from  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Florida;  and  these  i 
grocs  having  imprudently  been  returned  to  the  possession  of  their  l’orri 
owners  at  New  Orleans,  and  brought  to  this  place  with  two  hundred 
more  other  negroes  belonging  to  the  Semiuoles.  Owing  to  these  trans. 
lions,  it  would  he  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  identify  at  m< 
but  few  of  them,  and,  from  the  present  posture  of  this  case,  it  is  not  pn 
able  that  one  of  the  negroes  will  be  obtained  exrept  by  force. 

For  further  information  in  relation  to  this  subject,  1 beg  leave  to  res 
you  to  my  letter  to  Captain  Armstrong,  acting  superintendent  of  t 
western  territory,  of  this  date,  a ropy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed, 
shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  ioss  to  the  Government,  and  will 
an  early  period  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  the  success  of  the  mea 
urcs  taken  in  the  case. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  ARBUCKLE, 

Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  A. 


Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  city. 


I'eadquaktehs,  2d  Department,  W.  Division, 

Fort  Gibson , August  27,  183S. 
Sir  : I received  by  the  last  mail,  from  the  honorable  the  Secretary  « 
War,  a communication  under  date  of  the  21st  ultimo,  on  the  subject  -, 
negroes  captured  by  the  Crcok  warriors,  together  with  a letter  from  tf 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  < 
the  19th  ultimo,  relating  to  this  subject;  copies  of  which  are  herewith  ei 
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closed.  All  other  papers  or  transactions  in  relation  to  this  matter  it  is  pr;  - 
sinned  that  you  are  apprized  of.  It  will  he  seen  by  the  communication 
first  referred  to,  that  it  was  not  known  at  Washington,  at  the  date  ot  dun 
letter,  that  the  Creek  warriors  had  been  paid  for  the  negroes  : that  eiietnn- 
stance,  however  jnst  to  the  warriors,  and  proper,  so  far  as  you  have  line 
an  agency  in  the  affair,  will  increase  the  didieulty  of  obtaining  the  negroes, 
as  it  is  believed  the  Creek  warriors  will  not  no  v give  themselves  any  trou- 
ble to  have  the  negroes  delivered  to  the  individuals  to  whom  they  sold 
them.  And  notwithstanding  the  pledge  of  the  Seminole  chiefs  to  me 
to  surrender  the  negroes  in  the  eve**  the  Government  should  so  require; 
(after  reconsidering  their  claim  to  them.)  I do  not  believe  they  will  comply 
with  their  promise,  witJt  the  knowledge  that  the  negroes  are  to  he  takei 
from  tliis  country  us  the  servants  of  a white  man.  Finally,  as  the  Semi 
noles  are  greatly  under  the  inliuenee  of  their  negroes,  there  is  scarcely  a 
hope  that  the  captured  negroes  will  he  surrendered,  without  the  applica- 
tion of  force,  (which  is  not  required:)  and  in  that  event,  it  is  not  proba- 
ble they  could  he  had,  as  they  would  no  doubt  run  away  the  niomen: 
they  are  informed  a military  force  is  to  be  employed  to  lake  them  ; an< 
in  such  case,  it  is  believed  they  would  be  assisted,  when  necessary,  In 
most  of  the  Seininoles,  and  by  ali  the  Seminole  and  Creek  negroes;  anc 
if  the  captured  negroes  could  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  Creel 
agent,  he  would  not  detain  them  a moment,  without  he  had  a suitabk 
guard  for  that  purpose.  I :un;  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  bos’ 
means  that  can  now  be  resorted  to,  to  prevent  loss  to  the  United  States, 
ts,  if  possible,  to  induce  the  Seininoles  to  refund  from  their  annuity  thestm 
paid  to  the  Creek  warriors  for  the  negroes,  and  the  interest  on  the  sanu 
until  paid. 

I will  be  much  gratified  if  you  can  visit  this  post  in  six  or  eight  days 
when  the  Seminole  chiefs  can  he  assembled  here,  with  the  object  of  in- 
ducing them  to  agree  to  the  measure  proposed,  or  such  other  as  may  In 
regarded  more  advisable.  In  the  event  that  it  may  not  be  convenient  fo. 
you  to  ho  at  this  post  at  an  early  period,  I request  that  you  will  favor  me 
with  your  views  on  the  subject  of  this  communication  by  the  return  ol 
mail. 

I am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  AR  BUCKLE, 

Brt.  Brig.  6 'em  U.  S.  .2. 

To  Capl.  W.  Armstrong, 

dieting  Superintendent  JV.  Territory , Choctaw  %/lgency. 


New  Orleans.  (Louisiana,) 

September  ?0,  1S3S. 

Sir  : Your  letter  dated  27th  ultimo,  enclosing  copies  of  two  communi- 
cations received  at  your  office  from  Mr.  N.  F.  Collins,  the  Creek  attorney, 
came  to  hand  on  the  10th  instant.  I was  surprised  at  being  called  upon 
to  answer  for  “ my  conduct”  towards  Mr.  Collins,  as  also  the  Department, 
for  disregarding  its  orders.  Indeed,  sir,  I have  been,  in  my  own  estimation, 
too  faithful  a servant  in  the  special  department  in  which  it  was  the  pleas- 
ure of  General  Jesup  to  assign,  and  you  to  continue  me,  to  make  a defence 
to  the  allegations  advanced  by  Collins.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Collins’s  depar- 
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• '.iv  from  dm  cii  v.  iv  did  n<»t  « vinee  that  virulence  f.  > • i i . • :!•  ii  ii»-  i, 

* i :« »t i _r 1 1 : |>i'i >|>i  r to  c \ j iv'-s  m ins  I » * 1 1 • ■ r : on  1 1 1 < - « <»i  1 ; **: • r v . In-  wa^  t r i « ■ 1 1 :i 
; ,irt  l;ti\  under  the  I'lii  <•« *1 1 V :*■! if »i i that  I had  d’oiir  ;d|  J 1 1 ; 1 1 was  [ ov-ib!e 
1 him  end  can v (Mil  the  orders  r« ■ i v«*» i ;n  relation  ?.»  dm  m-arors 
question.  \\  li:ii  «>!>_;*  ft  could  1 | ws>:!-!v  have  in  \vi>lii»ivr  «■!:> i »!<•! 
and  in  the  vr»v  ta«v  <*i  orders.  * < > send  I hose  n<  jree>  in  Arkamas  t II 
Mr.  I oliins  heen  here,  sir,  so  i « r ns  1 unis  concerned.  lie  should  linve  h; 
the  negroes  upon  it/rn/ily.  I enHo.-.e  pnpers.  sir.  from  various  jent] 
men,  to  disprove  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Coiiins.  •*  that  the  neor«»es  were 
i:.v  possession  durinir  the  time  tlmt  lie  \v;is  her** on  the  eontrary.  tin 
did  not  eoine  into  my  haniis  until  some  time  niter  his  departure.  It 
trie.  I have  frequently  referred  to  Major  Clark  for  advice  in  matters  re! 
t:vc  to  my  oliieial  situation:  it  was  on  account  of  the  limb  regard  I ha\ 
of  his  character  as  a gentleman  and  an  ollicer  of  |i »nir  stand  imr  and  exp 
r.encc,  atul  whose  intepritv  stands  pre-eminently  and  deserv*  div  hiuh. 

! have  tin:  honor  to  he.  sir.  \*  rv  jvspeetfnlk'.  vonr  oherlient  servant, 

.i n ( ).  r..  i:i;v.NOM)s. 

I A/  /Jen!,  r.  S.  \1.  hi  shur.sing  . '/gen  l IiiJ.  hep,'. 

A.  H.\ itno.  Ksip. 

Com  at  i ,'injtcr  uf  loihun  . / fairs.  ! I 'a  Ja >i  !nt>  clip. 


I certify  that  the  thirtv-three  negroes  arrest- d from  the  ciiarye  of  Lie 
t-nant  Reynolds  hy  me  on  the  21st  day  id  May  last,  in  the  case  of  t! 
Heirs  of  Love  r.v.  (Icneral  (kainesand  the  said  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  we 
rot  surrendered  to  Lieutenant  Reynolds  until  the  2Sth  day  of  June  f< 
i awing,  although  lie  had  been  previously  fiTii.rmcd  at  my  oilier,  upon  a 
plication,  that  the  negroes  were  subject  to  his  order.  Upon  refer*  tic 
however,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  time  allowed  the  plaintidls  by  t! 
court  had  not  expin  d,  and  that  my  first  and  only  order  upon  the  j a i I < 
far  the  delivery  o|  the  above-mentioned  negroes  to  Lieutenant  K»v  nol< 
was  dated  lh«*  2Sth  day  of  .lime,  1S3S. 

FRLI).  IM’ISSON, 

S/teri  if  of  l he  parish  of  Orleans,  Slate  of  Louisiana 


New  Okie ans.  September  12,  l'S3>. 

ih:  \n  Sit*.  : Your  letter  enclosing  Mr.  C.  A.  Ilaii'is’s  letter,  with  tl. 
copies  of  .Mr.  N.  h . ( oiiins.  an*  before  me — contents  puitier.larly  notice- 
k is  with  pleasure  that  1 p*iv«:  you  the  ciicunwtanees  that  conn:  within  m 
kr.owledev. 

You  are  aware  that  the  contract  was  made  with  me  for  tramporiim:  a 
•be  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes  in  the  month  u!  March  last.  lb 
thirty-two  or  three  negroes  came  within  my  immediate  knowledge,  as 
vrit  was  placed  on  the  boat  to  prevent  her  leaving  at  the  lime  she  was  t 
have  left,  by  the  civil  authorities;  and  drives  me  pleasure  here  to  reman 
that  you  did  every  thinix  in  vonr  power  to  do  the  Indians  an  I the  claim 
tuts  every  justice. 

In  reply  to  that  pajt  of  Mr.  Collins’s  letter  in  which  he  states  that  Lev* 
had  withdrawn  his  claim,  he  was  mistaken;  and  in  that  part  of  his  let 
ter  of  the  Sill  of  August,  in  which  he  says  that  the  negroes  were  in  you 
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possession,  &c.,  previous  to  his  departure,  he  was  very  much  lm-takei.. 
! shall  always  remember  tin*  eir-mnMaiwes  and  »he  < ! i 1 ii* * u i J in  your  -< 


1 : ; i < ■ j ; [ i > ; i 1 1 


tit:.: 
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■ :ig  1 1 :* * nemoas  alter  ,\!r.  (ddlitis  i-i!  1 1 »* * * ' i t v . -m 
ro  Is  iv.‘  a boat  ready  !•>  transput  tin*  n : . s \ »u  mlm 

:ii.a  tr  .'roes  u on! it  bed  ! i v or  -« I i « • von.  an  I i ! ' y-*n  wMi-  •! 

■»tf  In  ! no  anv  oilier  ol aims  s io:dd  !>  • j> : it  mi  l !:•*•! * for  the  j n 1 1 ;>•*•* • o 
:aini:v,r  them:  anil  1 think  i told  Mr.  Collins  the;  [ was  ecuim:  ■> 
or  tfi.it  purpose.  After  the  boat  was  ‘ : i it « *i« i . Lieutenant  jb-\ : 
nformed  mo  that  the  no^rDos  had  In*; n b»  ud.-d  ;»‘.r  tin.  and  that 
dioritr  would  not  urivo  them  up:  that  auothor  olana  limn  (tooraia 
omo  out  against  them.  As  Lieutenant  Reynolds  was  suspicious  ol 
icting  with  duplicity  towards  him,  J look  some  pains  to  (‘radicate  tin.: 
•pillion,  and  told  him  that  1 did  not  believe  that  the  negroes  had  been 
landed,  and  went  with  him  to  the  shcriT,  and  iuqr.irr  1 in  the  pros  •nee  <>• 
lieutenant  K.,  and  was  informed  that  they  had  been  l mined;  I tie  u d< 
nanded  to  know  by  whom,  and  was  referred  to  the  court  of  records,  and 
here  found  that  it  was  not  the  case.  I then  went  to  the  sheriff,  and  in- 
quired why  he  had  informed  Lieutenant  U< ■yuohls  ihat  he  rr#n!«l  have 
hem,  and  then  not  give  them  tip?  Hut  he  was  uud»*r  the  imjiressiou  that 
lie  time  alowel  bv  the  court  had  expired,  whui  there  were  m*\  ral  duv- 
et ; that  the  negroes  were  liable  to  the  plaintid's  i.rd  r : and  lie  then  a<  - 
iiowlndireii  that  Ik:  was  mistaken  in  the  t tin  •.  and  that  ho  wuid  « ’ • * ! i v*  r 
se:u  up  when  it  did  expire, &c.  ^s  the  plaintiii'  and  attorney s.  slier » ir".  * 
.'ere  ail  present,  1 proposed  *o  Lieutenant  Reynolds  in  try  and  v.  t!i ej., 
-•leased,  in  which  we  succeeded;  an  I they  were  deliver;  .1  over  and  ir. un- 
tried. Holme  thi>  time  had  expired.  Mr.  Collins  had  left  tins  < iiy.  ii. 
hat  part  of  Mr.  (Vs  letter  in  which  lie  says  that  there  were  private  ar- 
angements  making  to  iret  boats  to  transport  them,  Mr.  Collins  was  a wan 
nit  the  coutrut  was  made  with  me  ; and  d there  were  any  private  ar- 
.m^cments  to  get  boats,  that  was  altogether  my  fault,  if  there  was  ati\ 
s I did  not  wish  t!io  boats  to  combine.  a>  you  are  well  aware  that  tin 
Arkansas  boats  do  so,  and  there  were  but  few  of  them  in  jort  tit  tl:;.: 
!mc. 


In  that  pan  where  Mr.  C. says  that  Captain  Morrison  sent  to  the  city  fb: 

ransportation,  Captain  M.  came  to  thr.  city  himself,  and,  in  company  wit' 

nc  and  several  other  olliccrs  ol  the  army,  went  on  till  levee  to  fin* 

uifabie  boats. 

* 

I believe  that  Captain  Morrison  detained  the  negroes  at  Fort  Jaeksor* 
or  tlie  purpose  of  avoiding  the  many  dilheulties  that  1 had  already  ex- 
>erienced,  as  well  as  yourself,  in  regard  to  the  negroes  under  your  charge. 

In  conclusion,!  have  to  say  that,  throughout,  the  whole  arduous  untie** 
hat  have  lieen  assigned  to  you  as  an  agent  for  the  (Government,  so  far  a* 
las  come  under  my  observation  as  contractor  for  removin'.:  the  Seminole 
udians,  have  been  enduring,  both  for  the  interest  of  the  Government  a: 
veil  as  the  Indians  placed  under  your  control:  and  fmther,  that  at  th* 
iinc  of  the  surrender  of  the  negroes  by  the  plaintiffs,  you  inquired  of  me 
vhether  Mr.  Collins  had  left  the  city,  for  l believe  it  was  your  intention  w* 
csigu  the  negroes  into  his  hands.  My  p-ply  was,  that  he  left  the  day 
>eforc  for  Mobile. 


Your  very  obedient  servant, 

GKO.  WHITMAN. 


Lieut.  J.  G.  Reynolds. 


. 
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Q n A RT  R R M A ST  E K 0 F F I r E , 

Acir  (Jr  leans,  September  13,  ISb.v 

U i*  \ u Sir  . 1 Imi'  read  the  two  letters  from  N.  F.  Collins  to  C. 
■Iani'.  Ksij..  Commissioner  of  Indian  A (fairs.  ns  also  Mr.  Harris's  i 
vr  to  you.  I am  astonished  that  Mr.  Harris  should  attach  so  nm 
.Mi)>orla;nv  to  those  communications.  It  is  very  evident  to  me,  ti 
Mr.  (*o!lin<.  if  not  sole  owner  of  the  claim,  is  very  deeply  interest 
a it.  As  to  the  charges  he  ha  - made  against  von,  limy  are  too  s a 
: i!mi  > to  notie*-.  'Hie  (|  e’ui \’s  and  wavering  lie  speaks  ol  v/*  ie  cans 
’ v the  eourt.  The  judee  mad*  d<  ' i-ioiis,  and  reversed  them  lrom  il 
:•>  dav.  willed  tra ve  you  mu-  !t  trouble  and  anxiety.  I herewith  i’l 
:usli  you  will*  a -latrmeiit  of  Captain  .h*!m  C.  ( a -e.y,  an  olliccr  wiio  u 
.•er.ed  all  the  war  in  Florida. and  knows  mot*-  of  the  Indians  and  im  vi* 
iian  any  ot'nei  man.  By  his  stall  tn  -ut  it  will  he  seen  that  very  few 
the  neeroes  claimed  hy  Collins  were  taken  hy  the  ('reeks;  this,  logclh 
with  other  testimony,  which  can  he  produeed,  and  the  claims  oi  \vh; 

' ersosis  upon  the  same  negroes,  confirm1  *d  me  in  the  belief  that  they  shou 
••ot  l.e  given  up.  I so  told  Collins  when  heealk  d it  my  odice  ; and  1 fit 
tlmr  told  him.  it  they  were  iri v«*n  up  to  iiinr  here,  tiiey  would  l>e  seized  i 
other  claimants  immediately. and  give  us  more  trouble;  that  they  had  In 
ter  he*  sent  oil’  immediately  to  Arkansas,  and  let  the  question  he  deficit 
‘here:  he  left  my  ofiice  apparently  satisfied.  I saw  no  lyore  of  hii 
‘>ome  two  da\s  titter  this,  you  called  at  inv  otiice.and  told  me  the  negro 
ad  been  given  up.  and  that  Collins  had  left,  and  there  was  no  agent  he 
of  the  Creek  claim.  I then  g ive  it  as  my  advice  that  they  he  immediate* 
c ent  otf.  or  other  claimants  would  seize  them,  and  create  more  trouble  ai 
expense  to  the  Government.  I take  pleasure  here  in  stating,  that  throng! 
out  the  whole  of  the  troubles  and  dillieuilies  we  had  in  getting  the  tn-gioi 
released,  and  the  removal  up  the  river,  your  conduct  deserves  the  higher 
applause  from  the  Department.  I did  not  at  that  time,  nor  do  I now,  be 
iieve  that  the  negroes  should  have  been  given  up  to  the  Creek  agent. 

I observe  Mr.  Harris,  in  his  letter  to  you,  'ays  you  were  subject  to  n 
orders  but  those  of  Captain  Morrison.  Mi.  Harris  appears  to  be  ignorai. 
of  the  fact,  that  a "real  portion  of  the  Seminole  emigration  has  been  con 
• lucted  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  commanding  general  in  Florida 
and  that  oi  beers  in  charge  of  the  parties  were  instructed  to  call  on  inc 
i iien  passing  through,  for  further  instructions  as  to  quartering  the  In 
dians,  and  their  further  removal  up  the  river.  In  the  performance  of  tiii 
very  unpleasant  duty,  I have  exercised  the  right  of  giving  orders  to  m\ 
uiniors,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  so  long  as  I hold  a commission  in  tin 
army,  although  the  ofiicer  may  happen  to  he  detailed  for  Indian  duty. 

I am,  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

L CLARK, 

Major  and  Quar/ermax/er. 

Lieut.  .1.  (I.  Ih:vM»ua. 

Marine  corps,  present. 

V.  S.  I also  furnish  you  with  a copy  of  the  claim  of  Colonel  Hum 
T hreys  for  some  ol  the  same  negroes  which  were  claimed  by  the  Creeks 

\.  C. 
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Tampa  Bat,  (Florida,)  July  11,  1838. 

My'  Dear  Sir:  Since  the  return  of  Holah-too-chee  and  Abram,  I ’nave 
learned  the  names  of  the  Seminole  negroes  detained  in  New  Orleans  in 
consequence  of  certain  (or  uncertain)  claims  by  Jim  Boy, or  Mr.  Lpve,&.c. 

To  aid  the  district  attorney  in  traversing  the  villanous  schemes  of  a 
few  mongrel  vagabonds,  and  to  protect  some  really  honest  Indians  in  the 
possession  of  their  rightful  property,  I have  made  minute  inquiries  about 
the  ownership  of  the  detained  slaves. 

I believe  the  following  account  may  he  relied  on;  and  though,  from 
the  circumstances,  of  course  incapable  of  being  sustained  by  white  wit- 
nesses, yet  it  will  aid  the  advocate  in  his  examination,  and  must  carry 
with  it  a certain  weight  inseparable  from  a true  story. 

Firs/.  Slaved  belongingto  the  Indian  woman,  Harriet  Bowlers  (daugh- 
ter of  old  King  Bowlegs,  and  grand-daughter  of  old  Cow-keeper.)  King 
Bowlegs  was  called  by  the  Indians  Kucha  Micco. 

1.  Flora,  old,  light  black,  now  in  New  Orleans. 

2.  Juba,  daughter  of  Flora,  say  25  years. 

3.  Abby.  or  Cumba,  daughter  of  Juba,  say  3 years. 

The  mother  of  Flora,  named  Fai,  or  Fy.  *uis  owned  by  old  Cow- 
keeper:  he  bequeathed  her  to  one  of  his  li-ma.e  relations,"  and  from  her 
King  Bowlegs  purchased  Flora.  When  Bowlegs  died,  he  left  Flora  and 
h£r  offspring  to  his  daughter  Harriet  Bowlegs. 

4.  Noble,  black,  very  stout  and  handsome,  say  23  years,  now  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana. 

The  mother  of  Noble,  named  Beck,  was  bought  in  the  English  time  by 
old  Bowlegs,  in  St.  Augustine,  before  the  birth  of  her  first  child  (Polly.) 
This  first  child,  Polly,  became  a mistress  of  old  Bowlegs,  and  he  freed 
her  and  her  children. 

The  other  children  of  Beck,  (all  born  in  the  nation.)  including  Noble,  he 
bequeathed  to  his  daughter  Harriet  Bowless. 

fi  Dafv* ^ro^,eis»  young,  in  New  Orleans. 

Old  Bowlegs  bought  their  grandmother,  named  Rose,  from  Mr.  For- 
rester, the  elder  brother  of  the  present  Alexander,  or  Sandy  Forrester, 
Esq.,  near  St.  Augustine,  who  was,  I believe,  a clerk  or  agent  of  the  fa- 
mous house  of  Forbes  &.  Co.  She  (Rose)  and  her  olfspring,  including  Ja- 
cob and  Daly,  were  willed  to  the  sister  of  Harriet  Bowlegs  (named 
Sanathlaih-Kee.)  This  sister  died  a year  ago,  and  the  property  now  be- 
longs to  Harriet  Bowlegs,  her  nearest  kin. 

Of  all  the  above  slaves  of  Harriet  Bowlegs,  only  two  were  caught  by 
the  Creeks  under  Jim  Boy.  viz  : Juba  and  Jacob  ; the  others  came  in  vol- 
untarily during  the  peace  of  Fort  Dade,  and  were  detained  by  order  of 
General  Jesup  commanding. 

The  owner  of  the  above  property  came  in  under  the  treaty  of  Fort 
Dade,  and  never  violated  said  treaty,  having  remained  in  ever  since.  She 
is  still  here,  and  is  an  intelligent  woman,  speaking  English  lluentlv.  She 
has  repeatedly  been  assured  by  the  commanding  general  who  made  the 
treaty,  and  by  the  Indian  agent,  (John  C.  Casey,)  that  all  her  slaves  should 
be  secured  to  her  in  compliance  with  the  treaty;  and  it  was  specially  ex- 


•Sistcr  of  Echo  Fixico,  now -in  New  Orleans,  I believe. 
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plained  that  any  <1  her  necnws  who  micht  he  captured  by  the  '•> 
would  !>•*  !>  jankl  :i  ih<*  > . i : j j • • *:mii..r  j>r» > j *c* i't\‘  belonging  i< 

a iu!<  ■>.  and  '-iii'H  iid.  m d io  i . * r.  1 u...y  add,  that  I believe  i.o  o;u 
l *1  ■ -i:d«  d to  el  llltl  o!  j<  • nl  ill.  •••  |;ro|ui:s  hi  loSV. 

rin*  si-cond  < -•*  dial  — 

1.  I.ou.s,  Mark.  50  vr.u  L’ood - ioo|» ;i ; u . i n 1 1 • : ur • nt,  can  read  and  u 
and  sjm  ak  Spanish.  Indian,  \>*. 

This  Ilian  belongs  to  di«*  rsiale  n|  tin*  widow  Pacheeo.  now  ol  llav 
loiiucily  ol  Saragnta,  lorty  miles  .south  ol  tliis  place.  lie  loiuieriy 
longed  to  (iiiur.il  Prooke,  who  sold  him  to  Major  .McIntosh.  1 1 n 
States  army,  who  sold  him  to  the  late  Don  Pacheco,  of  Sarugota,  Fioi 
Captain  Win.  Dunce.  or  Manuel  Oii\e|jo,  or  Major  McIntosh,  can  pi 
it.  lhmcc  is  here,  and  administrator  m the  estate  of  Pacheco. 

The  third  case  is  that  ol — 

1.  Katy.  yllow,  waii-eyc.  too.. 

g.  ] f « * r daughter.  hiaek,  a 1 w.*  girl.  ' /.  F.  N *\vco  ib,  late  ol 
army,  knows  all  about  this  r.a  *,  as  she  io  nierlv  belonged  to  him.  1 
lieve  hers  is  the  only  louhPnl  - se,  if  -nv  a:  • m).  Nelly  Factor  was 
original  owner,  and  I believe*  site  has  ;ve  *ed  p*»rt  payment,  (say  70  i 
dollars)  Irom  (lad  HumphreVs. 

'Pile  !ust  and  1 newest  < .i>c  is  that  of  lii  negroes  belonging  to  M 
I'olokee,  an  Indi  en  eiiie!'.  win*  has  gone  wes*  with  Cloud  and  others. 

To  understand  the  chum  i > these  negroes.  it  is  necessary  to  go  i>:n- 
little. 

Tiie  o'.d  Miekasukey  kiug.i.  uued  Kiiiiiiitsee. bought  in  the  Knglish  li 
m*ar  St.  Augustine,  two  n«*gio  girls  named  Melinda  and  Doily. 
Pompey.  w!io  lately  died  at  Fort  Pike,  had  both  these  women  for  wives; 
both  were  prolilie;  for  from  them  sprang  all  Mieeo  Potokee’s  iiegn 
Melinda  and  Dolly  were  not  related,  and  were  purchased  from  diller 
men.  King  Kinhaitsee  made  his  will,  bequeathing  all  his  negroes  to 
nephew,  aeeordiiiLr  to  the  old  Indian  law  of  descent.  Alter  1 1 is  de; 
Mieeo  I’olokee  declined  taking  them  at  first,  and  told  the  son  (Tu 
(luelia)  and  daughter  of  his  uncle  to  keej)  them. 

Ttiska  (lueln  killed  himself, and  his  sifters  died;  when  Mieeo  Potok 
by  the  double  claim  of  the  will  and  relationship,  took  possession  ol 
negroes. 

lie  caused  the  matter  to  la*  e.vtmim  d by  the  agent,  the  late  W i 
Thompson,  and  recorded  at  the  agency.  The  agent  gave  him  a eertilic; 
which  In*  had,  and  probably  stili  has  in  his  possession. 

It  is  diliicult  to  reli-r  to  any  white*  persons  who  knew  the  Mickasul: 
and  their  negroes  before  the  change*  of  lings,  as  the  old  population  I 
almost  entirely  disappeared  from  the  frontier. 

The  following  is  a list  of  negroes  detained  at  New  Orleans  who  belo 
to  Mieeo  Potokec: 

I.  Long  Toney,  black,  say  JO  years, 
g.  Molly,  black,  say  33,  sister  to  Long  Toney. 

3.  Tecna,  black,  short,  very  old,  aunt  to  Long  Toney. 

•1.  Mary,  light  black, -large,  go  years,  daughter  of  Teona. 

.r),  6,  7,  S,  J),  children  of  Mary- 

10.  Nancy,  light  black,  lg»  years,  daughti  r of  Teona. 

All  these  descended  from  Melinda. 
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) 1.  Prince.  handsome  n«wro,  to  years, 
t 2.  Doiiy,  light  Mack,  very  « »iu . 

] Fever.  I i trill  hlack,  is,  daughter  ot  D'»kv. 

15.  i lair u\  !i*_rlit  black,  I a,  damriiter  o!  P-  _t_y. 
i a {[agar's  babv.  sticking. 

1".  Si-illa.  blaek,  tall,  10,  dautrhier  <>1  Pol  y. 

17.  Fanny,  ! i u i 1 1 blaek,  tall,  handsome.  daughter  ol  Polly,  js. 

18.  Kli/.a.  do  do  do  do  da  waiter  of  Poliy.  JO. 

I ft.  Bella,  black,  »>  or  7 years,  daughter  of  Scilla. 

JO.  diaries,  sou  of  Fanny,  aged  7 years. 

21.  Margaret,  f>,  daughter  of  Fanny. 

J2.  Silvia  or  Silby,  2 j,  do. 

Ail,  from  II  to  23,  both  inclusive,  are  descendants  of  Dolly  (12.) 

The  following  negroes  were  bromrht  in  by  the  (’reeks  as  prisoners: 
Dolly  (12,)  Peggy  (12,)  llagar  (I  I.)  Seilla  (10.)  Fanny  (17.)  Idliza  'IS.) 
11a  (19.)  Ifairar’s  baby  (Id,)  Charles  (20,)  Mariraret  (21.)  Silvia  .22, j 
ena  (3,)  Mary  and  .">  children  ( l,  ">,  i>,  7,  s,  it.)  Molly  (2.) 

The  others  came  in  voluntarily,  and  were  detained  by  <»nbw  of  ( ieneral 
■-alp,  about  tin*  time  the  Indians  bolted,  in  1 ^37. 

I must  now  close  this  lontr  account,  with  t!i  * hope  that  the  ebiims  oi  :i 
v vagabond  stjuaUeis.  whose  rac<*  provoked  tins  war  l»v  their  iniijuitic-s. 
.11  not  be  allowed  any  more  consideration  than  they  arc  entitled  to. 
Pieasc  to  notify  me  of  the  progress  of  this  dirty  Im^itcss  I am  trrieved 
sec  our  African  Siuninolcs  vo  west,  for  1 have  alwavs  urtred  their  rc- 
vai  to  Africa.  But  still  do  I wish  tin-  success  of  such  scoundrels 
./ini  Boy.  who  combines  all  the  vices  ol  white.  Indian,  and  ne<_rro.  \vi;h- 


■t  the  virtues  of  any. 

There  is  one  more  woman  whose  case  I had  nearly  lorjoiten:  1.  Sill:* 

Scylla,  black,  20,  large,  born  in  tin:  nation,  izraiiddauvhter  of  Fai  or  Fy, 
e p.  117,)  and  belongs  to  **  Echo  Fixieoy’  who  is  now  in  New  Orleans,  I 
ieve.  He  went  there  with  ‘“Orange  Slick.” 

1 have  now  accounted  for  31;  the  other  two  are  not  recollected,  but  an* 
abably  the  children  of  sonic  of  those  named. 

1 am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  vour  friend  and  servant. 

.(NO.  C.  CASEY. 

.'feting  Sc  mi)  ml''  .f^enf. 


Major  Isaac  Clark, 

Quartermaster  O'.  .S'.  , J.} 


A cm  Or  tea /is.  La. 
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%A  list  and  descriptive  roll  of  refugee  and  captured  slaves  belonging  to  Colonel  G.  Humphreys , of  ,'Ilachua  county, 

Florida , who  arc  in  possession  of  the  Seminole  Indians. 
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N i:  >v  Oim.kan'.  September  1 1,  1.S3S, 

I ) i;  A ;;  Si.;  : 1 ! ; ; i v i * i » ' II  •-  i l !'•  ••  • I « '( i l>v  Mi.  T.  K’o'.ilis.  Hi  Id  replv  i>>  Yoi. 
Te.vIVr  i ;i  ( 1 l V nr  I \Y<  > - 1 1 !,,i\  i l ;i  r , to  I I ill'.  I Ins  c \1  |V|;  !■  1 1 ii ! 1M10 

!ioi:  j * i’«  * v t ■ : ; l s i i : ; 1 1 . !•>'■  liic  | » ri  * - « ■ 1 1 1 . imm  r*  ■ t » 1 v ! ; 1 lii'iilm  lull  iv  i;i  imp 
lli.it  hi*  wi.l.  in  .i  lew  u.i\  t"‘  * -n. oiled  !o  ;t ii'  w*r  in  In!;,  not  oiiiy  t<>  V" 
III.  h:it  :i!Mi  that  <»i*  lln*  I )*•( »:« r!  lifiit  which  V.>H  repres*  lit . 

Vd'V  IV>j MltllV.  \ '»ll!  , iV-, 

J.  IHTCi  IKK.  /J.  i). 

LieWteilMl  1 Kn'NiiUl". 

The  ircnl’eman  ah.ive  mentioned  one  of  ihc  two  attorneys.  viz 
Me>srs.  Chinn  and  Kobmson,  who  represented  1, eve-  m the  ea.se  « »1  Lu\ 
.*•?.  General  dailies  and  mvself. 

JOHN  C.  HUYNOLDS, 

Licutcninu . Sc. 


Nr. w Oki.i:ans,  (La.,)  October  J,  ImJS. 
Sir.  : 1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  Mr.  Kohinsoirs  statement  in  conn*  xio: 
with  l la;  negroes. 

1 leave  id-  Tampa  Hay.  via  St.  Mark's,  this  week,  in  company  v v* i t h t! 
Sttjieri  lit  elide  II,!. 

1 a:n.  -ir.  verv  respect full-/,  void  oh  -dieitt  servant. 

.1  ( ) i 1 N G.  KKYN'OUJS. 

1 .if  //h  id.  I . .S'.  ,►/.  ( '..mid  itisborsini:  tr<p'nt  tin/.  Dept. 
('.  A.  I [ \ i; k is.  Ks-.p, 

Com.  Int/ain  . ijfdirc.  IVashinifttui  fit//. 


Nkw  Oiu.kans,  October  2,  1 8 3 S . 

De  ah  Siu:  1 have  read  die  communications  of  Mr.  N.  F.  Collins  to 
Mr.  C.  A.  Harris,  of  the  Wai  Department;  and  can  explain,  with  ease, a 
mistake  which  Mr.  C.  has  made  relative  to  the  Seminole  negroes,  which 
seems  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  charges  made  hy  him  against  you. 

Suit  was  first  commenced  against  deneral  dailies;  afterwards,  yoiirseli 
and  Whitman  were  made  parties  defendant — for  what  reason,  or  under 
what  c iron  instances,  it  is  needless  now  to  mention:  a writ  of  sequestra- 
tion, and  one  of  injunction,  also,  were  sued  out.  After  this,  deneral 
daines  and  yourself  left  the  State,  and  departed  for  your  several  places 
of  destination  ; the  suit,  then,  anainM  General  daines  and  yourself  was 
dismissed,  and  Whitman  was  left  sole  defendant.  A rule  was  then  taken 
hy  Mr.  Slidell,  United  States  attorney,  to  show  cause  why  the  negroes 
which  had  been  seized  under  the  writ  of  sequestration  should  not  be  de- 
livered to  the  defendants,  or  rather  applicants,  Gaines  and  yourself,  and 
the  suits  against  Whitman  dismissed,  lor  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  rule. 
This  rule  was  sustained  by  the  court,  and  the  negroes  were  ordered  to  be 
delivered  to  you  or  your  agents.  From  this  decision  we  prayed  an  ap- 
peal; and,  by  the  practice  of  our  courts,  ten  days  are  allowed  to  file  a 
petition  of  appeal,  bonds,  &.c.  During  the  ten  days  after  the  order  ol  the 
court  sustaining  the  rule  had  been  made,  Mr.  Collins  was  here,  and,  know- 
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lay  i ! 1 1 1 the  order  of  the  ••'Mir!  had  been  mad**  « 1 i re  < ■ ; i i i ir  the  !:oirro-*s  t-- 
he  delivered,  and  m >r  k 1 1 i i w * 1 1 r that  stieh  order  wa>  n >r  :i ! >1  ut t*  null-. 
;i l!(M*  the  expiration  ot  tin*  ten  days.  I attribute.  at  oi:n\  hi<  s i ir j > ri"‘< * atm 
. haiyes  .ayamM  VOli  to  !ii>  i ;iinra  him  (>!  this  1 ;rt.  'Hir  1 1 H ! hr 

• eliwred  fiie.se  neyroes  in  von  riurin.  tlirsr  it  n days.  would  havr  don-*  t 
; t his  o\\  n risk:  in  fret.  hr  ha  i in » more  power  to  do  so  than  he  ha.d  to 
release  ihrm  at  any  time  previous.  The  dav  be  lore  the  expiration  ot  the 
ten  days,  the  negro  s were  ordered  hv  me  to  he  given  to  you,  and  the 
day  he  to  re  that  Collins  had  left  lire  eiiy,  as  I was  informed.  Yeti  cuulo 
act  yet  the  in' e-roes  until  the  nine  had  expired  : and.  it  I had  proseeuteU 
the  appeal.  would  not  have  a"t  them  until  the  appeal  had  hem  derided 
Permit  me.  sir.  in  eom  lusiou.  to  testify  to  you  mv  approhaiion  of  youi 
•onducf  thro  lgliont  the  whole  of  this.  As  an  am-nt  of  the  (iovernment . 
you  did  your  duty  to  the  satisfaction  ot’  till  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
actiinstances : and  I hope  that  this  r.tpose  of  some  one  of  the  eiivum- 
'iUMres  wiiieli  appears  to  i;e  the  principal  ground  of  complaint  aeairr 
on,  wiil  serve  to  disabuse  th<‘  mind  of  your  superior  of  leers  of  tin-  no. 
:>ros>ion  which  Mr.  Collins's  charges  have  made  ag,,m>t  am;  and  that 
satisly  t!ie  mind  ot  Mr.  Collins  himself  of  his  error,  and.  being  >o 
atished,  that  lie  wiil  at  once  correct  it. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

TOD  U015IXS0N. 

.7  Homey  for  Low's  heir\. 

idcut.  J.  G.  Hkvxolds. 


I Is:  Aiit^uAKT ’kks,  2d  Dui’Ai;  W . Division, 

Fort  Gibson,  September  2S,  1 S.'JM. 

S/:t : I have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I reyarded  it  most  advisable  tr- 
•Mer  making  an  cilbrt  to  comply  with  your  instructions  of  the  21st  of. Inly 
rst,  until  the  i’Oth  instant,  when  Jim  Dov  and  several  of  the  Creek  war- 
ors  were  at  this  post,  on  their  return  from  the  genera!  cjemeil  held  at  the 
heroine  council-house. 

I had  hoped  that  tlu:  ('reck  warriors  who  captured  the  negroes  from  tin- 
'vniitmlos  would  have  taken  some  interest  in  having  tiiem  turned  over 
> them,  that  the  individuals  to  whom  thev  had  sold  them  might  obtain 
:em.  In  this  I was  disappointed  : they  stated  that  they  had  sold  the  ne- 
ro<  s when  they  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Tinted  States,  and.  as  they 
mil  been  paid  for  them,  they  did  not  wish  to  have  any  thing  further  i » il«- 
nth  them.  .Micauopy,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Seminole:’,  relineu  to 
ave  up  the  negroes,  or  told  me  that  1 must  consult  thus**  that  claimed 
bom  in  relation  to  their  surrender  ; and  1 judge  tliat  he  could  not  have 
;0ted  in  a dilferent  manner,  as  1 am  satisfied  that  he  had  not  the  jMO.yerte 
-ive  them  up,  in  consequence  of  their  former  owners  am!  all  .lie  negroes 
a the  Seminole  camp  being  opposed  to  the  measure  ; it  is.  therefore,  sol- 
v'd, that  the  negroes  captured  by  the  Creel;  warriors  iu  Florida  cannot 
'<*  had.  except  by  a military  force  being  employed  ; and,  iu  that  case,  their 
’einy  obtained  would  be  very  questionable,  as  they  would  rciiaiuly  desert 
fie  moment  They  were  infornu  i that  a military  force  was  approaching 
'icir  encampment  or  settlement:, ; independent  of  this,  theie  is  no  one  here 
vho  is  acquainted  with  any  of ‘.item. 
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I he  ine  rt  number  of  bad  negroes  brought  to  tin.'  (‘rock  nation  by  l! 
Sri.-.iii.rrs:  I doubt  i.ul  will  prove  an  injury  Id  tin'.*  tube,  and  tt>  the  Stat- 
«1  .Mi^tniri  and  \ rkansas.  by  i iiniidiiii^  a harbor  lm  runaway  nemo 
■ Uni  IlDIXf-lliU'Vr.s. 

I ! 1 1 v • • the  lamor  to  ho,  >ir,  \ ''iy  respectfullv.  vtmr  obedient  ser\an\ 

M.'  AUHl 'CKl.K. 

Jtrerct  JiviirinUrr  (teiarul  L.  .S'.  ,V. 

1 .1.  1 i . Poi.n-k  i r. 

Secretary  <>j  War,  t\  as/iiny/ou  city. 


Tr^KKCKK.  (.\l.AHAtiA.) 

October  l^,  lSdb 

Sin:  i have  |*r«*\  iously  advised  you  of  my  failure,  as  agent  of  the  Crcc: 
warriors,  in  obtaining  possession  of  the*  Seminole  negroes-  that  you  1 in 
direct* d to  he  t timed  over  to  them,  and  the  difficulties  and  opposition  tlia 
attended  it. 

I have  now  to  request  that,  siiottld  General  Arhuekle  he  unable  to  com 
ply  with  t!i».-  i t ist ructions  1 understand  he  has  received,  (which,  from  tm 
knowledge  of  Indian  character,  1 have  no  doubt  ho  will,)  this  claim  nia 
he  laid  before*  the  aeenl  who  may  be  .appointed  to  invent  mate  the  claim 
of  the  Creeks,  with  the  nee.-ssarv  documents,  that  it  may  be  examine 
and  reported  on  bv  him. 

AN  ill  you  inform  me  who  the  a pent  will  he,  and  the  time  and  place  o 
the  investigation,  that  I may  he  present  to  represent  this  claim  ? 

From  my  Iony:  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Creeks,  1 was  ena- 
bled, while  there,  to  allay  any  excitement  likely  to  he  produced  on  tlm 
subject,  and  prevented,  for  tit*'  present,  any  attempt  on  their  pact  to  take 
possession  of  the  negroes,  by  tin*  promise  that  the  Government  would 
ultimately  satisfy  them. 

i»h  the  hishest  respect,  ! am  vours,  ike. 

N.  F.  COLLINS. 

Hon.  •) oki.  U.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War,  1 1 ashing  ton. 


■ 


